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Introduction 
 

This document provides information regarding the processes and procedures implemented 
during the Fall 2009 High School writing prompt field test and the Spring 2010 writing prompt 
field test in Grades 5, 6, and 7. The technical information in this report is intended for those who 
evaluate tests, interpret scores, or use test results in making educational decisions. 

The Fall 2009 High School prompts were administered October 26 through 30, 2009, and the 
prompts for Grades 5, 6, and 7 were administered February 22 through 26, 2010. There were 
seven prompts field tested at the High School level and six prompts at each of Grades 5, 6, and 7. 
The prompts were spiraled at the classroom level so that data for the prompts were collected 
from randomly equivalent groups. Table 1 shows the genre of writing expected for each prompt 
and each grade level. 

 
Table 1: Genre of Writing Prompts 

Grade Form Genre 

5 

1 Persuasive 
2 Expository 
3 Persuasive 
4 Persuasive 
5 Expressive 
6 Expository 

6 

1 Expressive 
2 Functional 
3 Expressive 
4 Persuasive 
5 Expressive 
6 Persuasive 

7 

1 Expressive 
2 Expository 
3 Expository 
4 Persuasive 
5 Persuasive 
6 Persuasive 

HS 

B Functional 
C Expository 
D Expository 
E Persuasive 
F Persuasive 
G Functional 
H Persuasive 
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A key reason for conducting the field test is that the ADE will implement a new writing 
assessment beginning in Spring 2011. The new assessment will be administered in Grades 5, 6, 
7, and High School and will consist of multiple-choice items and an essay prompt. The prior 
writing assessment consisted only of a single essay prompt. Furthermore, the prompts will be 
scored using a six-point holistic scoring rubric rather than the six trait rubric used in the past. In 
Grades 5, 6, and 7, the student response receives a single whole number score in the range of one 
to six. At High School, each response is scored by two readers and valid scores are summed and 
divided by two to place them on a six-point scale for reporting purposes. The six-point holistic 
scoring rubric is shown in the appendix. 

 

Sampling 
 
With only seven prompts at the High School level and six at Grades 5, 6, and 7, it was not 

necessary to administer the prompts across the entire state. Instead, it was decided to administer 
each prompt to approximately 2500 students. A stratified random sampling design was used in 
which the examinees in the study were sampled from the Arizona student population using 
region of the state, ethnicity, and AIMS writing test scores as stratifying variables. Sampling was 
done at the school level, and the resulting samples were examined for representativeness with 
respect to the stratifying variables and gender. The demographic breakdowns for the samples and 
field test prompts are shown for High School in Table 2 and for Grades 5, 6, and 7 in Table 3. 

 
 

Table 2: Demographic Characteristics of the High School Sample 
  

State 
All 

Forms 
Form 

  B C D E F G H 
Gender             

Female 49.1 50.1 47.9 50.1 50.9 50.4 50.4 48.9 52.0 
Male 50.9 49.8 52.0 49.7 48.9 49.4 49.5 51.0 47.9 
Blank   0.2 0.1 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.0 0.2 

Ethnicity             
White 45.9 46.5 47.8 45.3 47.9 45.3 46.4 45.6 47.3 
Black 6.1 5.5 4.8 6.2 5.4 6.1 5.4 5.6 5.3 
Hispanic 38.6 34.5 33.6 34.3 34.1 35.1 35.4 34.5 34.8 
Am Indian 6.1 9.8 10.4 10.1 8.8 10.1 9.6 10.5 9.5 
Asian 3.2 3.2 3.1 3.8 3.4 2.9 3.0 3.6 2.9 
Blank   0.4 0.3 0.4 0.4 0.5 0.3 0.3 0.3 
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Table 3: Demographic Characteristics of the Grades 5, 6, and 7 Samples 

Grade 
  

State 
All 

Forms 
Form 

  1 2 3 4 5 6 
  5 Gender            

 Female 48.9 48.7 48.0 50.0 48.3 48.9 47.8 49.2 
  Male 51.1 51.2 52.0 49.8 51.6 51.1 52.1 50.6 
  Blank   0.1  0.2 0.1 0.0 0.1 0.2 
  Ethnic            
  White 42.8 44.2 43.0 45.0 44.1 44.1 45.5 43.2 
  Black 5.9 5.7 5.4 6.0 5.7 6.1 5.2 5.9 
  Hispanic 41.7 41.7 43.7 41.0 42.2 40.6 41.1 41.6 
  Am Indian 6.5 5.1 5.0 5.0 5.0 5.4 4.8 5.4 
  Asian 3.1 3.1 2.8 2.7 2.8 3.6 3.2 3.6 
  Blank   0.2 0.1 0.3 0.3 0.2 0.1 0.3 

6 Gender            
  Female 49.0 49.2 48.3 50.0 49.3 48.6 50.8 48.2 
  Male 51.0 50.7 51.5 49.8 50.5 51.4 49.1 51.7 
  Blank   0.2 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.1 0.2 0.1 
  Ethnic            
  White 43.4 46.5 45.1 46.6 46.0 46.9 47.5 46.9 
  Black 6.2 5.5 5.6 5.2 5.9 5.5 5.2 5.6 
  Hispanic 41.1 40.4 41.6 40.9 40.1 40.1 40.0 40.0 
  Am Indian 6.3 4.3 4.2 4.3 4.4 4.2 4.2 4.6 
  Asian 3.0 2.8 3.0 2.6 3.2 2.9 2.9 2.5 
  Blank   0.4 0.4 0.4 0.4 0.4 0.3 0.4 

7 Gender            
  Female 48.7 48.6 48.6 49.2 47.3 49.1 49.3 47.7 
  Male 51.3 51.2 51.0 50.6 52.5 50.7 50.5 52.1 
  Blank   0.2 0.4 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.2 
  Ethnic            
  White 43.7 46.8 44.0 48.3 48.1 46.2 46.0 48.1 
  Black 5.9 5.6 6.0 4.8 5.5 5.9 5.6 5.6 
  Hispanic 41.1 38.9 40.3 37.8 37.8 39.4 40.0 38.3 
  Am Indian 6.2 5.4 6.3 5.6 5.3 5.4 5.0 4.8 
  Asian 3.0 3.0 2.8 3.2 2.9 2.9 3.1 3.0 
  Blank   0.4 0.6 0.2 0.4 0.2 0.4 0.2 

 

Analysis 
 

Descriptive statistics and frequency distributions for the student responses to the field test 
prompts are presented in this section. There are several condition codes that indicated an invalid 
response. The types of responses that are coded include off topic, blank, non-English, and 
illegible. A response may also be invalidated after it is scored. Some of these conditions receive 
no score at all (simply a blank) and others receive a score of zero. Since the scoring rubric 
defines scores of one through six, scores of zero are not valid scores and were removed from the 
analyses. 
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Results 
 

Table 4 shows the total sample size, the number of valid scores, and the number of each type 
of invalid score for the High School prompts. There was not a prompt labeled ‘A’. 
 

 
Table 4: Score Status for the High School Prompts 

Score Status 
Form 

B C D E F G H 

Valid 2360 2424 2411 2387 2362 2364 2434 

Blank 21 13 17 17 17 11 11 

Non-English  1   2 2  

Off-Topic 91 30 27 34 41 35 22 

Zero-Score 28 29 36 22 57 42 25 

Total 2500 2497 2491 2460 2479 2454 2492 

 
 
 

Table 5 shows the total sample size, the number of valid scores, and the number of each type 
of invalid score for the Grade 5 prompts. 
 
 

Table 5: Score Status for the Grade 5 Prompts 

Score Status 
Form 

1 2 3 4 5 6 

Valid 2100 2457 2463 2466 2434 2441 

Blank 70 14 10 14 11 10 

Illegible 1      

Non-English 2 2 2  2 1 

Off-Topic 327 27 25 20 53 48 

Invalid    1   

Total 2500 2500 2500 2501 2500 2500 
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Table 6 shows the total sample size, the number of valid scores, and the number of each type 
of invalid score for the Grade 6 prompts. 

 
 

Table 6: Score Status for the Grade 6 Prompts 

Score Status 
Form 

1 2 3 4 5 6 

Valid 2115 2440 2461 2454 2468 2453 

Blank 19 5 9 8 7 3 

Illegible 1  1 1   

Non-English 2 2 1  2 1 

Off-Topic 362 53 28 37 23 43 

Invalid 1      

Total 2500 2500 2500 2500 2500 2500 

 
 
 

Table 7 shows the total sample size, the number of valid scores, and the number of each type 
of invalid score for the Grade 7 prompts. 
 
 

Table 7: Score Status for the Grade 7 Prompts 

Score Status 
Form 

1 2 3 4 5 6 

Valid 2030 2434 2406 2435 2465 2453 

Blank 82 17 18 12 15 13 

Illegible       

Non-English 1  1 1   

Off-Topic 387 49 75 52 20 34 

Invalid       

Total 2500 2500 2500 2500 2500 2500 
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Table 8 shows the number of valid responses, mean, standard deviation, and the minimum and 
maximum scores for each prompt in each grade level. 
 
 

Table 8: Descriptive Statistics for the Prompts in Each Grade Level 
Grade Form N Mean Std Dev Minimum Maximum 

5 

1 2100 3.43 0.825 1 6 
2 2457 3.36 0.791 1 6 
3 2463 3.54 0.864 1 6 
4 2466 3.70 0.863 1 6 
5 2434 3.74 0.981 1 6 
6 2441 3.58 0.842 1 6 

6 

1 2115 3.51 0.910 1 6 
2 2440 3.16 0.917 1 6 
3 2461 3.56 0.901 1 6 
4 2454 3.49 0.884 1 6 
5 2468 3.42 0.940 1 6 
6 2453 3.37 0.814 1 6 

7 

1 2030 3.50 0.859 1 6 
2 2434 3.58 0.916 1 6 
3 2406 3.37 0.871 1 6 
4 2435 3.42 0.793 1 6 
5 2465 3.52 0.811 1 6 
6 2453 3.47 0.816 1 6 

HS 

B 2360 3.56 0.801 1 6 
C 2424 3.55 0.821 1 6 
D 2411 3.61 0.816 1 6 
E 2387 3.52 0.791 1 6 
F 2362 3.45 0.885 1 6 
G 2364 3.54 0.800 1 6 
H 2434 3.64 0.805 1 6 

 
 
 
Figures 1 through 4 show the response frequency distributions for valid responses for High 
School and Grades 5, 6, and 7, respectively. The table below each chart shows the percent of 
responses at each score point. 
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 Figure 1: Frequency Distribution of Valid Scores for the High School Prompts 
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Figure 2: Frequency Distribution of Valid Scores for the Grade 5 Prompts 
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Figure 3: Frequency Distribution of Valid Scores for the Grade 6 Prompts 
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Figure 4: Frequency Distribution of Valid Scores for the Grade 7 Prompts 
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SCORE POINT 6 
 
Response is sophisticated and skillful in written 
communication, demonstrated by 

• exceptional clarity, focus, and control in topic 
development and organization that often show 
insight. 

• in-depth and/or creative exploration of the topic 
using rich, relevant, and credible details. 

• a strong, perhaps creative, beginning and a 
satisfying conclusion. 

• specifically and carefully chosen words that are 
skillfully crafted into phrases and sentences that 
enhance meaning. 

• intentional and committed interaction between 
the writer and the reader. 

• effective and/or creative use of a wide range of 
conventions with few errors. 

SCORE POINT 5 
 

Response is excellent and skillful in written 
communication, demonstrated by 

• clarity, focus, and control in topic development 
and organization. 

• a balanced and thorough exploration of the topic 
using relevant details. 

• an inviting beginning and a satisfying sense of 
closure. 

• a broad range of carefully chosen words crafted 
into phrases and varied sentences that sound 
natural. 

• awareness of the reader and commitment to the 
audience and topic. 

• effective use of a wide range of conventions 
with few errors. 

SCORE POINT 4 
 

Response is appropriate and acceptable in written 
communication, demonstrated by 

• ideas adequately developed with a clear and 
coherent presentation of ideas with order and 
structure that can be formulaic. 

• relevant details that are sometimes general or 
limited; organization that is clear, but 
sometimes predictable. 

• a recognizable beginning and ending, although 
one or both may be somewhat weak. 

• effective word choice that is functional and, at 
times, shows interaction between writer and 
audience. 

• somewhat varied sentence structure with good 
control of simple constructions; a natural sound. 

• control of standard conventions although a wide 
range is not used; errors that do not impede 
readability. 

 
 

SCORE POINT 3 
 

Response is inadequate in written communication, 
demonstrated by 

• broad or simplistic ideas that are understood but 
often ineffective. 

• attempts at organizing that are inconsistent or 
ineffective; beginnings and endings that are 
underdeveloped; repetitive transitional devices. 

• developmental details that are uneven, somewhat 
predictable, or leave information gaps; details 
not always placed effectively in the writing. 

• reliance on clichés and overused words that do 
not connect with the reader; limited audience 
awareness. 

• monotonous and sometimes misused words; 
sentences may sound mechanical, although 
simple constructions are usually correct. 

• limited control of standard conventions with 
significant errors. 

SCORE POINT 2 
 

Response is poor in written communication, 
demonstrated by 

• overly simplistic and sometimes unclear ideas 
that have insufficiently developed details. 

• sequencing of ideas that is often just a list; 
missing or ineffective details that require reader 
inference to comprehend and follow. 

• missing beginning and/or ending. 
• repetitive, monotonous, and often misused 

words awkwardly strung into sentences that are 
difficult to read because they are either choppy 
or rambling; many sentences that begin with 
repetitive noun + verb pattern. 

• lack of audience awareness. 
• little control of basic conventions resulting in 

errors impeding readability. 

SCORE POINT 1 
 

Response is inferior in written communication, 
demonstrated by 

• lack of purpose or ideas and sequencing. 
• organization that obscures the main point. 
• an attempt that is too short to offer coherent 

development of an idea, if it is stated. 
• extremely limited vocabulary that shows no 

commitment to communicating a message. 
• sentences with confusing word order that may 

not permit oral reading. 
• severe and frequent errors in conventions. 
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HOLISTIC RUBRIC BASED ON SIX TRAITS OF WRITING 
 
Score Point 1: The writing skill in a Score Point 1 response is inferior. A paper receiving a SP 1 can be long or short. Length alone is not sufficient reason to score the 
response a SP 1. One or more bullets in the SP 1 rubric will describe this paper. It may also satisfy a bullet from a higher SP, but the majority of the response 
attributes are SP 1. 

 
Score Point 2: The writing skill in a Score Point 2 response is poor. Ideas are presented but are not clear or organized. The reader must often reread and infer meaning 
because of the poor quality of writing. As with the SP 1, this paper may satisfy a bullet from a higher SP, but it fits into the SP 2 rubric more clearly than another. 

 
Score Point 3: The writing in a Score Point 3 response is less than adequate. Ideas are simple; organization is inconsistent; development is uneven. While this 
paper may meet one or two bullets in a higher score, the majority of the attributes fall in the SP 3 rubric. 

 
Score Point 4: The writing skill in a Score Point 4 response is appropriate and acceptable, demonstrating competent written communication. Clear ideas are 
organized coherently, although the paper is often formulaic. The message is presented so that most readers can easily understand it. The attributes from higher 
score points may emerge in some papers, but unless the paper satisfies a majority of bullets above the SP 4, it will earn a SP 4. 

 
Score Point 5: The writing skill in a Score Point 5 response is excellent and shows skill above acceptable. This paper presents ideas clearly, organizes them with 
care, and uses vocabulary and sentences that demonstrate thoughtful choice and craftsmanship. A SP 5 paper may satisfy a bullet or two in SP 6, but it still does not 
meet a majority of the criteria in the SP 6. The majority of the SP 5 bullets will be represented. 

 
Score Point 6: The writing skill in a Score Point 6 response is exemplary. The exceptional and sophisticated craftsmanship shows a thoughtful and exacting writer 
who strives to communicate clearly and creatively. While the paper may not fit every bullet in the SP 6 rubric, it will meet the majority of them. A SP 6 paper is not 
perfect. Errors may be noticed, but they do not detract from the message. 

 
Condition codes for non-scored papers: BL = Blank; IL =  illegible; NE = non-English; and OT = off-topic. 

 
Always score papers by recognizing what the student has done well before looking for errors. Remember that the student is writing to a cold prompt with no assistance 
from a teacher. Score for the skills demonstrated. An error that is repeated still only counts as one error. For instance, if a student misspells “beautiful” four times, it is 
evident that he/she cannot spell “beautiful;” it is one error. Or if a student doesn’t put a comma after introductory clauses throughout the paper, it is evident that he/she 
does not apply this comma rule; it is one error. If a student misuses the word “except” for “accept,” the same applies whether it is done one time or five times. Strive to 
assign the score that is best represented by the bullets in a score point. 
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