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July 19, 2012 
 
 
Dear Superintendent/Administrator and Federal Program Coordinator: 

 

RE:  NCLB 13-01 ESEA Flexibility  

Today, the US Department of Education announced the approval of Arizona’s request for ESEA Flexibility. Key 

changes to federal accountability that impact Title I schools and LEAs are described under Principle 2. It is 

important to note that, while waivers of significant parts of Title I have been granted, most of the provisions 

of NCLB are still intact.  

This is the first of the guidance documents the Title I Office will be issuing for Title I LEAs, regarding the 

implementation of the ESEA Flexibility. Topics for this edition include: requirements for Public School Choice, 

the LEA Continuous Improvement Plan, and the NCLB ConApp.    

Following the public release of A-F Letter System grades, schools and LEAs will receive the data on 

performance against the revised annual measurable objectives (AMOs) in reading and mathematics for all of 

the NCLB traditional subgroups. LEAs and schools will be notified in mid-August which schools are in the two 

new categories of school improvement – Priority and Focus Schools. Another set of schools that are not in 

improvement but with data suggesting a downward trend will be identified as Pre-Intervention Schools. 

Requirements for these LEAs and schools are outlined in the ESEA Flexibility request and will be the subject of 

the next (NCLB 13-02) guidance notice.  

Changes to Public School Choice 

Under the ESEA Flexibility LEAs have the following responsibilities regarding Public School Choice once 

Priority and Focus Schools are identified: 

1. Notify parents of students in Priority and Focus Schools that the option of Public School Choice 

continues to be available and the method and deadline for Choice requests; this means that the 

LEA must prepare to set aside Title I funds to support excess transportation costs to transfer a 

student from a Priority or Focus School to another school within the LEA. You may review the 

Public School Choice Non-regulatory Guidance in the NCLB Document Library. A sample notice is 

available by contacting Joan Curtis at joan.curtis@azed.gov .   

2. Notify parents who previously opted for Choice transfers from schools no longer in improvement 

status (i.e., not Priority or Focus) that transportation costs can no longer be paid from Title I. 

http://www.ed.gov/esea/flexibility/requests
http://www.azed.gov/wp-content/uploads/WORD/schoolchoiceguid.doc
mailto:joan.curtis@azed.gov
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However, the notice must state that the parent may choose to provide transportation so that 

the student can remain at the receiving school until the highest grade has been completed.  

Impact on the Continuous Improvement Plans 

The LEA Continuous Improvement Plan (CIP) must be reviewed and revised annually. Continue to use the 

current plan formats (both school and LEA) in ALEAT for FY13. Data from your AMO performance and 

program evaluations must be used to rewrite the SMART goals (based on the new AMO targets), revise or 

develop the plan, and generate the fiscal application. LEAs that were required to set aside funds in FY12 for 

Choice/SES and LEA Improvement PD must modify their CIP to outline how these funds will be used to 

support struggling students and schools. LEAs with Priority and/or Focus and/or Pre-Intervention Schools will 

be given specific instructions for entering strategies and action steps that support the implementation of 

interventions in those schools 

Technical assistance Webinars on ALEAT are scheduled for July 26 and August 23 at 3:00 PM. To register 

choose the link on the Title I webpage under Upcoming Events. 

NCLB Consolidated Application (NCLB ConApp) 

 The NCLB ConApp is tentatively scheduled to open in the Grants System August 1st. Allocations have been 

posted on the Operations website. Directions to complete the ConApp will be available in the Application 

Downloads section of the Grants System. Check the Upcoming Events on the Title I page for additional 

training on submitting your ConApp. Remember: In order for your application to be reviewed all of the 

following must be submitted: 

 All revised goals in the LEA CIP (changed to “Submitted” status in ALEAT) 

 Excel spreadsheets (now located in ALEAT) 

 ESEA Plan Assurances (in ALEAT) 

 Private School Affirmations of Consultations (if required, in ALEAT) 

 Budget in ConApp in Grants System  

For question about allocations, please contact Richard Valdivia at (602) 542-3270 or at 

richard.valdivia@azed.gov. For other questions, please contact your assigned program specialist, or call the 

Title I Office at 602-542-7847.  

Sincerely, 

 

Nancy Konitzer     Richard Valdivia 
Deputy Associate Superintendent    Deputy Associate Superintendent 
Title I and Consolidated Programs   Program Operations 

http://www.azed.gov/no-child-left-behind/title-i/
http://www.azed.gov/program-operations/files/2012/07/2013-final-allocations3.xlsx
http://www.ade.az.gov/GME/FundingProfileView/FundingProfileDownloadsView.asp
http://www.ade.az.gov/GME/FundingProfileView/FundingProfileDownloadsView.asp
mailto:richard.valdivia@azed.gov

