Arizona State Board of Education
Structured English Immersion Models Review Committee

NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING

Pursuant to Arizona Revised Statutes (A.R.S.) 38-431.02, notice is hereby given to the
members of the Structured English Immersion Models Reviews Committee and to the
general public that the Committee will hold a meeting, open to the public, as specified
below. The Committee reserves the right to change the order of items on the agenda,
with the exception of public hearings. One or more members of the Committee may
participate telephonically.

Pursuant to A.R.S. 838-431.02 (H), the Committee may discuss and take action
concerning any matter listed on the agenda.

Pursuant to A.R.S. § 38-431.03(A)(2) and (3), the Committee may vote to convene in
executive session for discussion or consultation for legal advice from the Committee’s
attorneys concerning any items on this agenda and/or for discussion or consideration of
records exempt by law from public inspection, including the receipt of information that is
specifically required to be maintained as confidential by state or federal law.

Persons with a disability may request a reasonable accommodation such as a sign
language interpreter, by contacting the State Board Office at (602) 542-5057. Requests
should be made as early as possible to allow time to arrange the accommodation.

DATED AND POSTED this 15" day of August, 2014.

By:

Christine Thompson
Executive Director
(602) 542-5057
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10:00 a.m. CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL
1. GENERAL SESSION
A. Presentation and discussion regarding
proposed refinements to Arizona’s models
for structured English immersion (SEI).

2. CALL TO THE PUBLIC

ADJOURN
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Issue: Presentation and Discussion Regarding Draft Refinements to the
Structured English Immersion (SEI) Model

[ ] Action/Discussion ltem X] Information Item

Background and Discussion

In 2006, Arizona Revised Statutes 88 15-751 through 15-757 established the duties and
responsibilities of the Arizona English Language Learners (ELL) Task Force. The
Arizona ELL Task Force was charged with developing and adopting research based
models of structured English immersion (SEI) programs to be used in school districts
and charter schools in Arizona. The ELL Task Force adopted the SEI Models currently
in use in September 2007.

In 2013, the State Board assumed the responsibilities of the Arizona ELL Task Force.
In May 2014, the Board established the SEI Models Review Committee to review and
propose refinements to the current models.

The Department convened two workgroups to inform their recommendation — one
focused on the models in elementary schools and another focused on the SEI Models in
secondary schools. These workgroups met in June 2014, and the Department has
drafted the following refinements to the SEI Models based on the initial feedback from
the workgroups.

The SEI Review Committee is asked to provide feedback on the draft refinements listed
below. These proposals, incorporating feedback from this Committee, will be
additionally shared with over 200 practitioners at the Practitioners of English Language
Learning (PELL) Meeting on September 19, 2014, and through additional modes of
outreach before the Department brings a final recommendation to the Committee for
consideration.

Secondary Model
The Secondary Working Group met on June 9-10, 2014.

Rationale:

e Provide Arizona’s high schools and departmentalized middle schools optional
flexibility with the current SEI Models for intermediate ELL students in at least
their 2nd year of instruction.

e Reduce parent withdrawals.

¢ Motivate ELL students to qualify for/achieve the two-hour option.

e Give ELL students more options/access to college and career ready classes.

e Enable ELL students to graduate in a timely manner.

Contact Information:

Kelly Koenig, Deputy Associate Superintendent, Office of English Language Acquisition
Services (OELAS)

Carol Lippert, Associate Superintendent, High Academic Standards for Students
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Suggested Refinements:
Provide an option for SEI English Teacher(s) and /or ELL Coordinators to reduce, up to
2 hours, the time required within the SEI Models for ELLs who:
e Demonstrate overall proficiency at the intermediate level on Arizona English
Language Learner Assessment (AZELLA), and

e Arein at least their 2nd year of English language development (ELD) instruction.

For those ELL students for which the SEI English teacher(s) and /or ELL Coordinator
have determined that flexibility is appropriate, the SEI English teacher(s) shall
recommend course selection based on individual student data that includes AZELLA
and at least one other form of data which could include the state assessment, local
formative assessment, student work or course grades.

Low incidence schools are still required to maintain the Individual Language Learner
Plan (ILLP) process for the required two hours.

Elementary Model

The Elementary Working Group met on June 2-3, 2014. Separate recommendations
are made for first year ELLs and ELLs below the intermediate proficiency level and
intermediate students that are in at least their second year.

Integration of the four hour time blocks for first year ELLs and all ELLs below the
intermediate proficiency level.

Rationale:
e Provide Arizona’s elementary school and self-contained middle schools optional

flexibility with the 4-hour SEI Models for first year ELLs and all ELLs below the
intermediate proficiency level.
e Provide the option to integrate domains while continuing ELD instruction.

Suggested Refinements:
Allow elementary and self-contained middle schools flexibility to provide the following
services to first year ELLs and all ELLs below the intermediate proficiency level:

1. ELD instruction using the English Language Proficiency (ELP) standards during

two “blocks”, totaling 4 hours:

a. Block 1 - 120 minutes of integrated reading, oral English conversation and

vocabulary
b. Block 2 - 120 minutes of integrated writing and grammar
2. Up to 30 minutes of literacy intervention services with non-ELL students that may

count towards the 4-hour requirement if those services meet the instructional
needs of the ELL student. (Please be aware that these services must be
provided using state and local funds to ensure federal funds are not supplanted.)
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Intermediate Level ELLs in at least their 2nd year

Rationale:

e Provide Arizona’s elementary school and self-contained middle schools optional
flexibility with the 4-hour SEI Models for intermediate level ELLs in at least their
second year.

e Provide ELLs with the option to receive additional instructional time in content
areas outside of the SEI Models.

e Provide ELLs with opportunities to participate in school-wide intervention
services.

Suggested Refinements:
Allow elementary and self-contained middle schools flexibility to integrate required
instructional domains and reduce, up to 1 hour, the time required within the SEI Models
for ELLs who:

e Demonstrate overall proficiency at the intermediate level on AZELLA, and

e Arein at least their 2nd year of ELD instruction.

For those ELLSs for which flexibility is appropriate, ELD instruction using ELP standards
may be delivered during two “blocks”, totaling 3 hours:
1. Block 1 - 90 minutes of integrated writing and grammar

2. Block 2 — 90 minutes of integrated reading, oral English conversation and
vocabulary

Student Impact

The estimated number of students who would be eligible to participate in flexibility at the
elementary and secondary levels:

ELLs in their first year of instruction:
K-6: 22,302
7-12: 4,130

ELLs at the intermediate level in year 2 or more:
K-6: 25,604
7-12: 5,003

Criteria for Measuring Success of the Refinements

The following data would be used annually to measure the success of the proposed
refinements:
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o The number of students who reclassify as Fluent English Proficient (FEP).
o The percentage of students who pass the state standardized assessment
two years after exit from ELL services.

Recommendation to the Committee
This item is presented to the Committee for information only, and no action is
requested.
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