Arizona State Board of Education
A-F School Accountability Committee

NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING

Pursuant to Arizona Revised Statutes (A.R.S.) 38-431.02, notice is hereby given to the
members of the A-F School Accountability Committee and to the general public, that the
Committee will hold a meeting open to the public as specified below. The Committee
reserves the right to change the order of items on the agenda, with the exception of
public hearings. One or more members of the Committee may participate
telephonically.

Pursuant to A.R.S. 838-431.02 (H), the Committee may discuss and take action
concerning any matter listed on the agenda.

Pursuant to A.R.S. 838-431.03 (A)(2)and (3), the Committee may vote to convene in
executive session for discussion or consultation for legal advice from the Committee’s
attorneys concerning any items on this agenda and/or for discussion or consideration of
records exempt by law from public inspection, including the receipt of information that is
specifically required to be maintained as confidential by state or federal law.

Persons with a disability may request a reasonable accommodation, such as a sign
language interpreter, by contacting the State Board Office at (602) 542-5057. Requests
should be made as early as possible to allow time to arrange the accommodation.

DATED AND POSTED this 28" day of August, 2014.

Christine Thompson
Executive Director
(602) 542-5057
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1:30 p.m. CALL TO ORDER

1. GENERAL SESSION

A. Presentation and discussion regarding
proposed guiding principles for Arizona’s
school accountability system

B. Presentation and discussion regarding
upcoming meeting dates:
A. September 29, 2014 / 1:30PM Room 311
B. October 14, 2014/ 1:30PM Room 311
C. October 27, 2014 / 1:30PM Room 312

2. CALL TO THE PUBLIC

3. ADJOURN



DRAFT STATEMENTS OF AGREEMENT TO GUIDE THE WORK

A through F system will examine solely academic information/data. Socio-economic
status, ethnicity rates, parent education attainment rates, etc. will not have any bearing on
the grades.

“A” schools must be truly excellent in their mission to graduate students prepared
for college and work. Parents should be confident that an “A” school will provide a child
with the skills needed to attend an institution of higher learning, upon graduation, without
remediation.

All schools must have the opportunity to achieve “A” status. The formula shall not limit
the number of schools that can statistically earn this top grade.

Multiple measures of performance provide more information about a school’s
performance than a single test score.

Take care that each measure matters and gives parents important and
understandable information about how their child’s school performs.

The formula must evolve appropriately, based on additional data becoming
available, we must ensure each new measure captures what is intended and is not
instead simply a correlation to income. Some portions of the new formula should be
explored as pilot until data from the first year can be reviewed.

Simplicity must be balanced with transparency: All components of the Letter Grade
must be transparent to parents in an easy-to-understand format. The information
embedded in the Letter Grade is as important, if not more, than the Letter Grade itself.

The formula must recognize academic growth as an essential element of
measurement: Schools must not be penalized for low scores if significant gains are
made over the course of the academic year.

Measures must be clear; schools must understand which students are included in
each measure and for which outcomes they are being held accountable.

Each measure shall be aligned to a learning or school environment goal that has been
established for students so that the accountability system provides valuable
information for schools to improve.

The accountability models shall provide valid, reliable and actionable information to
a variety of stakeholders.
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