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BACKGROUND INFORMATION: 
 
Arizona is one of 43 states (plus D.C.) with an approved Flexibility Request from the U.S. 
Department of Education.  Flexibility from certain provisions of the Elementary and Secondary 
Education Act has been made available in exchange for state leadership in four key reform areas: 

 Adopt and implement college- and career-ready standards and aligned assessments;  
 Develop and implement a system of differentiated recognition, accountability, and support; 
 Develop and implement a system of teacher and principal evaluations; and 
 Evaluate and revise, as necessary, a state department’s own administrative requirements to 

reduce duplication and unnecessary burden on local education agencies (LEAs - school 
districts and charter schools).  
 

Arizona’s Flexibility Request was first approved on July 19, 2012 but only through the 2012-2013 
school year.  Arizona was able to request an extension of these waivers through the end of the 
2013-2014 school year by addressing two conditions: 
 

 One condition is the adoption of an increased weight for the graduation rate in the A-F 
Letter Grade System – which the Board has considered as part of a broader College and 
Career Ready Index (CCRI).   

 
 The second condition is submittal of “final guidelines for teacher and principal evaluation 

and support systems that meet the requirements of ESEA Flexibility.” 
 
Arizona’s application has been conditionally approved again through the 2013-2014 school year 
with additional progress on the above conditions required. 
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