
 

 ASSOCIATE SUPERINTENDENT APPROVAL  
   
 STATE BOARD MEETING DATE September 23, 2013 
  
SUBJECT: Determination of Passing Score for the AEPA Principal Exam  
  
SUBMITTED BY: Todd Petersen, Deputy Associate Superintendent, Educator Excellence Section 
  
MANAGEMENT TEAM REVIEW:  September 3, 2013  
 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION: 
 
R7-2-606.E The Arizona Administrator Proficiency Assessment shall assess professional knowledge 
as described in R7-2-603 as a requirement for certification of administrators, supervisors, principals, 
and superintendents. 
 
The test development process that ADE and the Evaluation Systems group of Pearson designed for 
the AEPA involved numerous steps to ensure that the tests are customized for the Arizona educational 
context, aligned with Arizona educational standards, and judged to be appropriate and important for 
assessing the knowledge and skills required of entry-level educators by the State of Arizona. 
 
During the development of the principal exam, the test developer consulted Arizona documents, 
collaborated with Arizona educators, validated each principal test objective in multiple ways and 
engaged Arizona administrators in providing professional judgments concerning the passing 
standards for the principal exam.  
   
Key components of the process that the ADE and Evaluation Systems employed to develop the 
principal exam are summarized below.  

 Establishment of Arizona  Content and Bias Review Committee 
 Definition and Review of Test Content 
 The Content Validation Survey 
 Distribution of Final Test Objectives 
 Preparation of Test Item 
 Bias and Content Review of Test Items 
 Pilot Testing 
 Preparation of Study Guides 
 Preparation and Administration of the principal exam  
 Determination of Passing Scores  

 
BOARD ACTION REQUESTED: [  ] INFORMATION [ X ] ACTION/DESCRIBED  
BELOW 
 
Adopt the passing standard for the AEPA Principal exam as recommended with a panel-based 
multiple-choice score section score of 50 and the panel-based constructed-response section score of 
20. 
 

ATTACHMENTS:  YES [  ] NO [ X ] 


