
 

   

  

STATE BOARD MEETING DATE 

 

August 26, 2013 

  

SUBJECT: Consideration of Certificate Surrender of Graham Ellison, Case No. C-2013-081 

  

SUBMITTED BY: Charles Easaw, Chief Investigator, Investigative Unit, State Board of Education 

  

MANAGEMENT TEAM REVIEW:  August 8, 2013  
 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION: 

 

Graham Ellison holds a Standard Cross Categorical Special Education certificate, valid from 

August 19, 2008, through January 7, 2014; a Standard Elementary certificate valid from August 8, 

2008, through January 7, 2015; and a Guidance Counselor certificate, valid from August 19, 2008, 

through January 7, 2015.  

 

On or about December 19, 2012, the Payson Unified School District (“District”) reported 

allegations that Mr. Ellison grabbed a student by the neck and slammed him against a wall.  The 

District also reported allegations that Mr. Ellison made harassing comments about a 

paraprofessional that worked in his classroom and that he threatened physical harm against 

paraprofessional.   

 

The Town of Payson Police investigated the allegations.  On April 23, 2013, Graham Ellison and 

the Office of the Town Attorney, Payson, Arizona, entered into an agreement whereby prosecution 

was deferred for a period of six months.   

 

Mr. Ellison was advised that the State Board of Education intended to file a complaint seeking 

disciplinary action against his certificates.  Following discussions with Mr. Ellison, he chose to 

surrender his certification. 

 

On June 6, 2013, the Investigative Unit received Graham Ellison’s notarized affidavit surrendering 

his certificates.   

 

BOARD ACTION REQUESTED:  [  ] INFORMATION   [X] ACTION/DESCRIBED 

BELOW: 

 

That the Board accepts the voluntary surrender of Graham Ellison’s teaching certificates and 

that all states and territories be so notified. 

 

 

ATTACHMENTS:  YES [X]      NO [  ] 


