Councit of Chief State Schoo! Officers

Susan Fry <susan@stanfordalumni.org>
September 4, 2012

Dr. John Huppenthal
Superintendent of Public Instruction
Arizona Department of Education
1533 West Jefferson Stree, Bin 2
Phoenix, AZ 85007

Dear Dr. Huppenthal:

I am pleased to tell you that Arizona has been chosen to participate in the Council’s State Kindergarten
Entry Assessment (KEA) Project, a two-year technical assistance project funded by the W.K. Kellogg
Foundation. Our team of external reviewers was impressed with your state’s multi-year plan to develop a
state-wide KEA effort, including a formal process to evaluate the merits of currently-available tools, a
field test of selected tools in a diverse sample of Local Education Agencies, and the diverse leadership
team for your KEA effort, including First Things First, Head Start, and the Helios and Virginia E. Piper
Foundations.

Your department will receive a small grant of up to $20,000 to support your KEA initiative, consultation
with assessment experts and the opportunity to participate in an Early Childhood Assessment Learning
Community. The Learning Community will facilitate cross-state collaboration on challenges including
assessing young dual language learners, engaging and communicating with families in KEA efforts,
safeguarding against misuse of KEA data and building more coordinated systems of early childhood
assessments.

We will be in touch with you, or a lead staff contact if you wish to designate one, to discuss your plans
for using the small grant and contributing to the Learning Community effort. At the conclusion of the
project, we will ask each state to prepare a short report to document your accomplishments, lessons
learned and how the small grant was used to support your accomplishments.

We hope that you will lend your support and leadership to this project so that this new assessment leads to
improved learning opportunities and outcomes for young children in Arizona, and to a more effective
overall system to assess and improve early childhood and kindergarten-grade 3 education programs.

Please feel free to contact me with any questions at thomass@ccsso.org or 202-312-6432.

Sincerely,

For Sl

Dr. Thomas Schultz, Project Director

¢.c. Scott Norton, CCSSO
Chris Minnich, CCSSO
Huilan Krenn, W X. Kellogg Foundation
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