
 

   
 STATE BOARD MEETING DATE  

April 28, 2014 
  
SUBJECT: Consideration of Review for Edward Lee Fluhman Case No. C-2013-161R 

  
SUBMITTED BY: Charles Easaw, Chief Investigator, Investigative Unit, State Board of Education 
  
MANAGEMENT TEAM REVIEW:  April 10, 2014  
 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION: 
 
Edward L. Fluhman applied for a Superintendent Teaching Certificate on November 5, 2013. 
 
Mr. Fluhman is applying in Arizona for the first time.  He answered “yes” to question 1: Have you ever had 
any professional certificate or license, revoked or suspended?   In his disclosure statement, Mr. Fluhman 
stated he resigned due to providing a false copy of his teaching license in December 2005, to the Children 
Youth and Families Department (“CYFD”), in New Mexico. 
 
Mr. Fluhman worked for the New Mexico Boys School (“NMBS”) in Springer, NM, as a Teacher and as 
the Federal Programs Director.  He was notified by the CYFD of the intent to close the NMBS.  He wanted 
to continue to work for the CYFD and stay employed in the area, so he provided an altered copy of his 
Secondary Teaching License by adding an endorsement in mathematics without having met the 
requirements for the endorsement.  He also forged a Level 2, K-12, Special Education License without 
having met the requirements for the license.  After the incident, CYDF administration asked for his 
resignation.  He resigned from the NMBS on August 11, 2006, effective August 14, 2006.  
 
On July 22, 2008, the State of New Mexico Public Education Department (“PED”), proposed the following 
conditions for the issuance of Mr. Fluhman’s continuing teaching licensure; 
 

1. A one-year probationary period beginning August 15, 2008. 
2. A $1000.00 civil penalty to be paid to the PED in quarterly installments. 
3. A three-hour ethics class to be completed and a certificate of completion to be submitted to the PED 

by July 1, 2009. 
4. A formal reprimand to be placed in his permanent file with the PED. 
5. If Mr. Fluhman did not successfully fulfill the terms of his probation by August 15, 2009, his PED 

licensure will be subject to suspension or revocation.  
 

Mr. Fluhman’s application for Continuing Licensure was granted effective from July 1, 2008, through June 
30, 2016.  His application for Level 1 Athletic Coach was granted effective July 1, 2008 through June 30, 
2013.  Both licensures required a one-year probationary period.  
 
Mr. Fluhman was advised that his application required a review by the Professional Practices Advisory 
Committee (“PPAC”) of the State Board of Education (“State Board”). 
  
The PPAC found no aggravating factors. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
The PPAC found the following mitigating factors: 
 

 Mr. Fluhman’s candor 
 Letters of Recommendation 
 Length of time since unprofessional conduct 
 Currently has teaching certificate from New Mexico 
 Mr. Fluhman has met all conditions and fulfilled the terms of probation for continuing 

teacher’s license in New Mexico 
  

By a vote of 4 to 1, the PPAC recommended that the State Board grant Edward L. Fluhman’s 
application for certification. 
  
BOARD ACTION REQUESTED:  [  ] INFORMATION   [X] ACTION/DESCRIBED BELOW: 
 
The Board accepts the recommendation of the Professional Practices Committee to grant the Application 
for Certification for Edward L. Fluhman.   
 
 
ATTACHMENTS:  YES [X]      NO [  ] 


