
 

 ASSOCIATE SUPERINTENDENT APPROVAL 

   
 STATE BOARD MEETING DATE 4.28.2014 
  
SUBJECT: Acceptance of Interagency Service Agreement between First Things First 

and Arizona Department of Education 
  
SUBMITTED BY: Amy Corriveau, Deputy Associate Superintendent of Early Childhood 

Education 
  
MANAGEMENT TEAM REVIEW: 
4.10.14 

 

 
 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION: 
 
ADE and First Things First (FTF) have entered into an agreement to specify the 
responsibilities and procedures for ADE’s role in administration of funds provided by First 
Things First in order to support a successful transition to kindergarten for Arizona children 
and their families. 
 
Early Childhood Program Specialists in the Early Childhood Education unit will act as 
facilitators to support communities of practice projects in targeted areas around the state. 
Communities of practice will include school districts and local early care and education 
programs that “feed” children into that school district.  Using ADE’s Early Childhood 
Quality Improvement Process, these targeted communities of practice will consider:  
 

1. Effective transitions for children from their pre-kindergarten program to the local 
public school district to include a comprehensive plan of activities for children and 
families in all programs 

 
2. A plan for programs to conduct sensory and developmental screening  

 
3. Inclusion of children with special needs and least restrictive environment 

placements  
 

4. The School District’s Literacy Plan and implementation of activities to support the 
plan in all programs 
 

5. Sharing resources for and implementing program self-assessment and continuous 
quality improvement in all programs 

 
6. Development of a professional development plan for pre-kindergarten and 

kindergarten teaching staff, to include, at minimum training on the Program 
Guidelines for High Quality Early Education: Birth Through Kindergarteni, the 
State’s Early Learning Standards (for children age 3 -5 years)ii, and the State’s 
Infant Toddler Developmental Guidelines and AZCCRS for Kindergarten  

 



 

. 
BOARD ACTION REQUESTED:  [  ] INFORMATION   [X] ACTION/DESCRIBED 
BELOW: Approval of Interagency Service Agreement between First Things First and 
Arizona Department of Education 
 
 

ATTACHMENTS:  YES [X]      NO[  ] 
                                                           
i Developmental Guidelines for High Quality Early Education: Birth Through Kindergarten. (2010) Arizona Department of Education 
and First Things First. 
ii Arizona Early Learning Standards. (2005) Arizona Department of Education.  


