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Journey to AT Discovery 

Sean Kugler 
Assistive Technology Specialist 
skugler@fusd1.org 

The W’s 

• What is AT? 

• What does AT support? 

• Who does AT support? 

• Why ask for AT? 

• What has been tried before? 

How 

• How do we discover AT? 

• How do we determine the right AT? 

• How do we implement the AT? 
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What is AT? 

• The term assistive technology device means any "item, 

piece of equipment or product system, whether 

acquired commercially off the shelf, modified, or 

customized, that is used to increase, maintain, or 

improve functional capabilities of a child with a 

disability. The term does not include a medical device 

that is surgically implanted, or the replacement of that 

device."[20 USCS §1401(1)(2)34 C.F.R. 300.5]. 

• IDEA Statute: Title I/A/Section 602 

What does AT 
support? 

• Reading 

• Writing 

• Math 

• Organization 

• Attention 

• Listening 

• Vision 

• Communication 

• Activities for Daily 
Living 

• Recreation, Leisure 

• Computer Access 

• Positioning, Seating, 
Mobility 

Who does technology 
support? 

• The teacher? 

• The student? 

• The class? 
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Why ask for AT? 

• To give student access to educational 
materials? 

• To help student be accepted by classmates? 

• To make the teacher’s life easier? 

What has been tried before? 

• Preferential seating 

• Chunking of materials 

• Partnered reading 

• Etc. 

 

Discovery 

• Google possibilities 

• AT Guide from ADE -- 
http://www.azed.gov/special-education/special-
projects/assistive-technology/  

• ADE AT Loan library – http://www.adeatloan.org/  

• www.QIAT.org 

• www.cast.org 

• www.ldonline.org  
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Frameworks for Assessment 

• SETT – Zabala 

• Education Tech Points – Bowser and Reed 

• HAAT – Cook and Hussey 

• And more – research frameworks, models, 
and/or assessment tools 

SETT 

• Student 
• 1. What does the Student need to do? 

• 2. What are the Student's special needs? 

• 3. What are the Student's current abilities? 

• Environment 
•  1. What materials and equipment are currently available in the 

environment? 

• 2. What is the physical arrangement? Are there special concerns? 

• 3. What is the instructional arrangement? Are there likely to be changes? 

• 4. What supports are available to the student? 

• 5. What resources are available to the people supporting the student? 

SETT 

• Task 
•  1. What activities take place in the environment? 
• 2. What activities support the student's curriculum? 
• 3. What are the critical elements of the activities? 
• 4. How might the activities be modified to accommodate the student's special 

needs? 
• 5. How might technology support the student's active participation in those 

activities? 

• Tools 
•  1. What strategies might be used to invite increased student performance? What 

no-tech, low-tech, and high-tech options should be considered when developing a 
system for a student with these needs and abilities doing these tasks in these 
environments? 

• 2. How might these tools be tried out with the student in the customary 
environments in which they will be used? 
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Education Tech Points 

• Consideration and Referral 

• Evaluation 

• Trial Periods 

• Plan development 

• Implementation 

• Periodic review 

• Transition for students who use AT 

HAAT 

Framework Commonalities 

• Student 

• Assistive Technology 

• Implementation 
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Student 

• Likes 

• Dislikes 

• Skills 

• Strengths – perceived or real 

• Personality type – outgoing, reserved, etc. 

• Areas of need 

The Continuum of Technology 

 

Assistive 
Technology 

No/Low Tech 

Simple 

Little Maintenance 

Limited or no 
electronics  

Mid Tech 

Some Maintenance 

Some Training 

More Electronics 

 

High Tech 

Complex 
Electronics 

More Training 

More Maintenance 

Implementation 

• Work with educational team to show how to 
use AT in the classroom 
–Within lessons 

–Adapt lessons with the teacher 

–Get peers involved 

• Train staff, student, peers, family and anyone 
else that might need it 

• Make it educational technology or a UDL 
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Place(s) of Implementation 

• Classroom 

• Bus 

• Hallway 

• Playground 

• Cafeteria 

• Theater 

• Home 

• Restaurant 

• Fast food 

• Park 

• Cave 

• Trail 

• Pool 

• Beach 

Feature Match 

• Know the area of need (reading comprehension) 

• Know the cause of need (fluency, possible underlying 
issues) 

• Know the AT for the area of need 

• Know the features of the AT 
– Text-To-Speech 

– Text Highlighting 

– Fonts 

– Etc. 

Feature Match 

• Know what features your student needs 

• Know what your student is willing to use 

– Stand out as different? 

– Look similar to everyone else? 
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All About Student Preference 

• No buy in, means it will not be used. 

• Don’t provide dust collectors. 

Review AT in Use 

• Conduct periodic follow ups to make sure 
everything is in place and working 

• Ask teacher, para-educators, therapists, 
anyone who will know if it is actually used 

References 
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http://webzoom.freewebs.com/sallydoxie/SETPModels.pdf  

• www.educationtechpoints.org 
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