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The Role of Self 
Advocacy Organizations 
in the Transition of 
Young Adults 

To encourage the 
empowerment of youth 
with and without 
disabilities in an all 
inclusive environment 
through education and 
community 
involvement in all 
aspects of change and 
advocacy. 

Alyssa 

• Schools: Sandra Day 
O’Connor 2011, Glendale 
Community College , ASU 
2016 

• Future goals: 

• 1 Peace Corps 

• 2 Occupational Therapy 

• 3 Married with children 
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Bill Lucero  

• Schools: Central High, 
Suns Diamondback 2011, 
Phoenix College current 

• Future goals: 

• 1 Finish Marketing classes 

• 2 Sellers license to sell 
Funko POPS! 

• 3 Pug owner 

 

Edin Hozic  

• Schools: Centennial 
High School, Glendale 
College 2008, DeVry 
University 2015 

• Future goals: 

• 1 own my consulting 
company 

• 2 get my own 
apartment 

• 3 married 

 

Jolene De Tiege  
 Seton Catholic Preparatory High School in 
Chandler Arizona 
 
Mesa Community College 
 
Arizona State University  
 
Future goals: 
Receive her Bachelor of Interdisciplinary 
Studies 
 
To continue with and gain new opportunities 
and experiences within my self-advocacy 
groups and disability community 
 
Gain employment in the non-profit sector and 
helping others who have disabilities. 
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Calvin Mykl Cook  

• Schools: Arizona Virtual 
Academy,  

• Future goals: 

• 1 Open a non-profit for 
people and animals 

• 2 become a hip hop 
artist 

• 3 want to be a lawyer 

 

Transitioning to adulthood 

• Transitioning involves all aspects of a young adult’s life 
including education, health, employment, Independent living, 
and social 

 

• Young adults with disabilities have added barriers to overcome 
during transition 

 

• A good transition can lead to a healthy quality of life 

 

 

Self advocacy organizations 

• A product of the self advocacy movement of the 1970s 

 

• Provides self advocacy and leadership skills 

 

• Provides information on resources and services 

 

• Social and emotional support 
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Questions 

• What type of transition services did you receive in school? 

 

• How did you get involved with the self advocacy organization? 

 

• Has being part of an organization taught you self advocacy 
skills? 

 

• Has being part of an organization helped you achieve any 
goals? 

 

• Is there a social part to being part of a self advocacy 
organization? 

Questions and Answers 

 

Contact information 

George Garcia 

602-235-0354 Ext. 801 

g.Garcia@SWIfamilies.org 

www.SWIfamilies.org 
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