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             Arizona Community of Practice on Transition (AZCoPT)
   August 11, 2016 Communiqué   

We want to hear from you! 

· Your input is valuable and necessary to guide us in the transition work we do.
· Please send your comments or questions to azcopt@azed.gov
· We look forward to hearing from the community at large, Key Advisors and Extended Partners on our work to date and future agenda items 
· To request a Partners Presentation in your area, please be sure to give us your contact information in the inbox you see above.
· To receive this monthly Communiqué – Join our Listserv! https://bit.ly/azcopt_listserv

Core Team Attendees: Robert Crouse, Ana Nunez, Betty Schoen, Adam Robson, Jay Johnson, Margaret Corcoran, Becky Raabe, Angela Odom, Susan Voriol, Andi Asel, Brenda Miller, Melissa Ann Santora

Meeting Time:  9:00a.m. – 12:00p.m.
Meeting Location: DHCM Conference Room, 701 E. Jefferson St., Phoenix, AZ 85034
DISCUSSION ITEMS

· Review current AZCoPT work projects and goals for meetings
· Discussed meeting format 9 – 11 and dedicated work time 11 – 12
· Transition Resource Guide sub-committee continues
· Discussed NTACT TA projects. Kick-off meeting 10/25/16 – initiatives to be discussed at following AZCoPT meeting
· Chris Tiffany- Spanish Event in Yuma we are planning for 10/29/16
· Partners invited to host Lunch Discussion Tables
· Discussed ILC services in Lake Havasu area. Initial engagement with SILC would be a great start in engaging the LCOPT in Lake Havasu.
· Youth and Young Adult recruitment continues with Raising Special Kids
· Youth Video: Becky shared information on flyer created to engage youth and families at the Transition Conference for videotaping sessions. 
· Becky reports 11 prospective interviews!
· Melissa reports 3 from Arizona Youth Leadership Forum
· New listserv process for AZCoPT - https://bit.ly/azcopt_listserv 
· This will be included in monthly email to key participants starting with August Communiqué.
· All individuals that have previously signed up do not need to have their information re-entered. The information has been transferred.
· Feel free to share this link with others. ADE will monitor the list.
WORK PROJECT FOR AUGUST MEETING- Melissa- Transition Resource Guide sub-committee.  New updates & team input
· Local Community of Practice updates
· Yuma CoPT has not been meeting. There is interest, however some structural challenges were identified. AZCoPT State team to support. 
· Peoria met this week. Discussed ambassador from State team. Peoria CoPT running smoothly and incorporating innovative changes for their community. Specific focus on connection to adult services. 
· Pinal County – lost facilitator which provided an opportunity to promote AZCoPT model. Betty and Susan
· Safford: Brenda meeting with Safford on 9/9/16
· Brenda reports interest from Santa Cruz County
· Flagstaff CoPT is functioning well and scheduling activities
· Gilbert is active
· Yavapai CoPT Partners Presentation went well. Group will host Transition Fair in January


	LOCATION
	AMBASSADOR

	Sierra Vista 
	Tabled for the moment

	Safford
	Brenda Miller, Angela

	Pinal County Transition Consortium 
	Brenda, Susan, Jay, Angela, Betty 

	Peoria 
	Andi 

	Flagstaff 
	Becky 

	Pima CoPT
	Brenda, Angela, Jay

	Gilbert
	Betty, Angela

	Yuma CoPT
	Brenda Miller, Chris or RSK Staff (State partners supporting)

	Lake Havasu 
	Betty 

	Kingman 
	Tabled for the moment

	Yavapai CoPT
	Robert, Adam, Angela



PARTNER UPDATES

Please send updates to Chris by August 17th, 2016

· IHE/UCEDD - Employment First: Now that the WIOA Final Regulations have been released (July 1st) affected stakeholders are reviewing the final regulations, any guidance that has been distributed by the Office of Special Education and Rehabilitative Services (OSERS) http://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/osers/rsa/wioa-reauthorization.html and Department of Labor (DOL) https://doleta.gov/wioa/Final_Rules_Resources.cfm and are in the process of scheduling a meeting to discuss next steps to assure implementation of the new WIOA regulations.
· AHCCCS/DHCM: What was once considered an Intergovernmental Agreement (IGA) between DBHS/AHCCCS and DES/RSA to provide specialty employment services for individuals determined with Serious Mental Illness (SMI) is no longer considered an IGA, but rather now called an Interagency Service Agreement (ISA), effective 7/1/2016.  The funding that AHCCCS provides toward the ISA will continue to go toward client services and staffing, but another line item has been added to the funding, which is training.  This training will be able to fund behavioral health trainings for the DES/RSA staff associated to the ISA.

The Division of Behavioral Health Services (DBHS) fully transitioned to AHCCCS as of July 1st 2016.  Most of the DBHS System of Care Office is now within the AHCCCS Division of Health Care Management (DHCM) Office of Operations.
· ADCS: No updates at this time
· ADHS/OCSHCN: No updates at this time
· DDD: Vendor Blast on the IOWA changes on August 11, 2016: WIOA Section 511 – New Limitations on Subminimum Wage under Section 511: All Qualified Vendors holding Subminimum Wage Section 14(c) Certificates, attachments DOL Section 511 Wage and Hours Letter; DOL Section 511Fact Sheet,  DOL Section 511Implementation Guide and ASPE 511 Action Alert.
· DDPC: No updates at this time
· RSA/VR: Kristen Mackey is the Interim RSA Program Administrator, as Letitia Labreque is no longer with RSA
· Raising Special Kids: 
Save the Date!
One-day disability conference in Spanish
Yuma, Arizona
Saturday, October 29th 2016 8:30 AM – 4:30 PM
Comunidades Unidas - Juntos Promoviendo Resultados Positivos
(United Communities – Together Promoting Positive Results)
More information visit: www.raisingspecialkids.org 
Call: 928-444-8803 or 800-237-3007
· SILC:
· ADE/ESS:  The schedule for the conference is now available.
Arizona’s Sixteenth Annual Transition Conference
Trending in Transition: Education, Engagement, Employment
August 29—31, 2016
Talking Stick Resort
Scottsdale, Arizona

A record number of 150 youth/young adults and family members will attend the 16th Annual AZ Transition Conference, August 29-31st. The three-day conference will feature: keynote inspirational presentations; workshops targeting family and student interests and transition needs; vendor exhibits; special Monday evening events for students and families; and endless networking opportunities. For more information visit http://www.azed.gov/special-education/arizonas-sixteenth-annual-transition-conference/ 

The Arizona Department of Education, Exceptional Student Services Post School Outcomes (PSO) team would like to thank each of you who’ve begun the PSO Survey data  collection for the 2014—2015 academic year. As a reminder, the PSO Survey window will close on September 30, 2016.  Currently, 70 school districts/charters have achieved 70% or better student participation rate which give us a 25% participation rate for the State of Arizona.  We thank each district and charter that has begun the collection process. Arizona’s goal this year is to reach 70% participation rate or better for every district and charter in this year’s PSO Survey. You can do it! We can help!

The PSO Survey protocol, training materials, and other resources are available at the PSO website at: http://bit.ly/PSOsurvey. If you have questions, feel free to reach out to knowledgeable ADE/ESS PSO staff at: PSOInbox@azed.gov.



ACCOMPLISHMENTS
· Youth and Young Adult recruitment continues with Raising Special Kids
· AZCoPT members can send recruits send to Wendi Howe – wendih@raisingspecialkids.org 
· Finalized video project for ADE Transition and AZCoPT websites – any additions contact Andi Asel
· Finalized new listserv process for AZCoPT: https://bit.ly/azcopt_listserv 
· Finalized and approved Leadership Roles for 2016 – 2017
· Ambassadors identified and finalized for active or in-progress Local CoPTs
· Call for Papers submitted for National Federation of Families for Children’s Mental Health


NEXT STEPS
· Chris to send Save the Date for Yuma Spanish Disability Conference early next week (8/15 – 8/19)
· Betty to engage Lake Havasu COPT to explore discussion with Melissa from the SILC
· Chris and Susan to connect on support for Peoria CoPT
· Chris to send SNAC (Mohave County) information to AZCoPT  
· Angela to follow up with Carol Sue Morgan (Prescott Valley) on interest in CoPT model
· Ad-hoc sub-committee to amend orientation process to include mentoring new members
· Add to September agenda Review of Key Participants list
· Form sub-committee to begin reviewing and revising current ISA (RSA/DDD/ADE) AHCCCS to be included as a partner

TABLED ITEMS
· Transition Resource Guide group work (11:00 – 12:00) 
· Working time to be scheduled for October AZCoPT meeting

Upcoming Partners In Transition Presentations
	Location
	Sponsor 
	Date

	Rocking it to Adulthood
	Betty
	Sept. 17,2016

	Tentative (Call for papers submitted) National Federation of Families for Children's Mental Health (FFCMH)
	Raising Special Kids
	Nov. 10 – 12, 2016

	Phoenix – Desert Willow Conference Center
	American Indian Disability Summit – 2 Sessions
	March 23, 2017




WORK PROJECT FOR AUGUST MEETING- Melissa- Transition Resource Guide sub-committee.  New updates & team input

Next Meeting:
· Date: Thursday September 8th, 2016. 
· Time: 9:00 AM – 12:00 PM
· Location: TBD
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