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7 Truths! 
The seven skills students with intellectual 

disabilities need for high education success. 

Preparing Students with Intellectual 
Disabilities for Higher Education 

Introductions 
Stephanie MacFarland, Director 

Phyllis Brodsky, Coordinator 

Dan Perino, Liason 

Project FOCUS 
University of Arizona 

Tucson Unified School District 

What were you 
ready for? 
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What were you 
unprepared for? 

Students Who Are College and Career Ready in Reading, 
Writing, Speaking, Listening, and Language 

They demonstrate independence. 

They become self-directed learners, effectively 
seeking out and using resources to assist them, 
including teachers, peers, and print and digital 
reference materials. 

Arizona’s College and Career Readiness Standards 
English Language Arts 

They use technology and digital media 
strategically and capably. 

Students Who Are College and Career Ready in Reading, 
Writing, Speaking, Listening, and Language 

Arizona’s College and Career Readiness Standards 
English Language Arts 

They are familiar with the strengths and limitations 
of various technological tools and mediums and can 
select and use those best suited to their 
communication goals. 
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Strand 1: Creativity and Innovation 
 
Concept 4: Original Works  
Use technology to create original works in 
innovative ways. 

P.O. 1 Use digital creativity tools to develop 
ideas and create a project.  

 

 

Strand 1: Creativity and Innovation 
 
Concept 4: Original Works  
Use technology to create original works in 
innovative ways 

P.O. 1: Create innovative products or 
projects using digital tools to express 
original ideas.  

Plans 

• dreams (college education, 
career, family) 

• K-12 education 

• finances 
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A Change of Plans 

• different dreams (walking, talking, self-
care) 

• different educational and learning 
expectations 

• money spent on services, equipment, 
materials, and medical bills 

A New Plan 

• Independence/self reliance 
• Responsibility for self 
• Accountability 
• Work Ethic 
• Communication 
• Genuine Feedback 
• 21st Century Technology 

Independence 
• choices (chocolate or vanilla) 

• mobility 
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Responsibility 
• belongings 

• decisions (self-determination) 
 

Accountability 
• deadlines 

• appointments 

• punctuality 

• absences 
 

• punctuality 

• attendance 

• speed 

• quality 

 

 
 

Work Ethic 
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• form 

• content 

• who is speaking 

 
 

Communication 

• natural 

• contrived 

 
 

Feedback 

• offer choices 

• encourage freedom 

• allow failure 

• invest in 21st century technology 

 

A Plan for Teachers and Parents 



Transition Conference 

August 2015 7 

Choices 
self-determination 

Freedom 
independence 

Failure 
dignity of risk 
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21st Century 
emerging trends in technology 

Is your child/student ready? 
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