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	Communication competence is defined as the use of a communication system that allows 
students to gain and demonstrate knowledge (Communication at some level is possible and identifiable for all students regardless of functional “level,” and is the starting point for developing communicative competence) (NCSC). 
www.listencurrent.com
Compelling non-fiction stories from public radio, connected to real world, provides standards-aligned lessons for classroom teachers that build student listening skills. 
PuppetPals, Toontastic, Sock Puppets—apps that provide the opportunity for students to narrate their own story.  

	Self-advocacy is the ability to understand and effectively communicate one's needs to other individuals. Learning to become an effective self-advocate, especially for individuals with a hidden handicap such as dyslexia, is all about educating the people around you. 

Knowledge is the key to self-advocacy. Like anything else, the more you know, the better you understand, and the easier it is to explain. 

This journey of self-education is an ongoing process, as individual needs change over time. There are three parts to becoming an effective self-advocate: knowing yourself, knowing your needs, and knowing how to get what you need.

http://www.wrightslaw.com/info/sec504.selfadvo.ld.johnson.htm#sthash.2WghsqoZ.dpuf

www.selfadvocacyonline.org 

People with Disabilities: Living Healthy from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention  http://www.cdc.gov/Features/Disabilities/
Healthy Choices for Healthy Living handbook from National Association for the Dually Diagnosed and American Association on Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities http://www.aaidd.org/ehi/media/HC_booklet/Healthy%20Choices.pdf
The Riot Newsletter http://www.theriotrocks.org/
The Disability Scoop http://www.disabilityscoop.com/

	“Never be bullied into silence. Never allow yourself to be made a victim. Accept no one's definition of your life, but define yourself.” 
― Harvey Fierstein
www.ngsd.org  National Gateway to Self-Determiantion 

While people are often motivated to act by external rewards such as money, prizes, and acclaim (known as extrinsic motivation), self-determination theory focuses primarily on internal sources of motivation such as a need to gain knowledge or independence (known as intrinsic motivation).

According to self-determination theory, people need to feel the following in order to achieve such psychological growth:

· Competence: People need to gain mastery of tasks and learn different skills.

· Connection or Relatedness: People need to experience a sense of belonging and attachment to other people.

· Autonomous: People need to feel in control of their own behaviors and goals.

Deci and Ryan suggest that when people experience these three things, they become self-determined and able to be intrinsically motivated to pursue the things that interest them (Deci, Edward and Richard Ryan, Self-Determination Theory).  
	Executive function is a set of mental processes that helps connect past experience with present action. People use it to perform activities such as planning, organizing, strategizing, paying attention to and remembering details, and managing time and space. (NCLD)

https://www.understood.org/~/media/images/categorized/ebooks/executivefunction101ebook.pdf 

Download a free e-book about Executive Functions! 

Learning the R.O.P.E.S. for Improved Executive Function by Patricia Shetter 


	Social and emotional learning (SEL) is the process through which children and adults acquire and effectively apply the knowledge, attitudes and skills necessary to understand and manage emotions, set and achieve positive goals, feel and show empathy for others, establish and maintain positive relationships, and make responsible decisions.

www.casel.org  Collaborative for Academic, Social and Emotional Learning 

http://www.edutopia.org/social-emotional-learning  Edutopia resources focused on SEL 
	As children grow older, there are numerous developmental milestones that they reach, changing the way they interact with peers and problem solve. With each milestone, children further their cognitive understanding of the stimuli around them, and they are better able to think from other people’s perspective and in abstract ways. As children get older, they also are better able to control their impulses in social settings, and their behaviors change with each developmental milestone they hit (Hartline, Kenneth). 

www.pbis.org Positive Behavior Interventions and Supports 

www.nasponline.org 

National Association of School Psychologists 

www.do2learn.com 

Social Skills curriculum resources 

Between the Lines app—students interpret vocal intonation, body language, facial expressions, perspectives, and more. 

	Arizona College and Career Ready Standards 
	Arizona’s College and Career Ready Standards Home Page 

http://www.azed.gov/azccrs/
Arizona’s College and Career Ready Standards Educator Toolbox resources 

http://www.azed.gov/azccrs/instructionaltoolbox/
AZCCRs Mathematics Resources—Flip Books for each grade level that provides a sample of instructional strategies; crosswalks that illustrate the changes from previous state standards; summary of changes; 11x17 entire grade level of standards on a placemat. 

http://www.azed.gov/azccrs/mathstandards/
AZCCRs English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science & Technical Subjects Resources—access to the Appendices; information about the shifts and focus on literacy. 

Information about AzMERIT—Arizona’s Measurement of Educational Readiness to Inform Teaching (Arizona’s Statewide Achievement Assessment for English Language Arts and Mathematics) 

http://www.azed.gov/assessment/azmerit/
 Arizona Promising Practices for Educating Students with Disabilities—a wealth of valuable resources! 

http://www.azpromisingpractices.com/
Alternative Assessment—National Center and State Collaborative (NCSC) 

http://www.azed.gov/assessment/ncsc/


	
	http://www.lexile.com/about-lexile/lexile-overview/ - MetaMetrics website where more information regarding lexile levels is available.

http://www.corestandards.org/the-standards - “Home” of the CCSS. At the bottom of the home page you’ll find such valuable resources as Appendix A (“Big Picture” commentary discussing the thinking behind the standards. Lexile information is also available here.), Appendix B (grade-specific text samples that take into account the reader interest, quantitative, and qualitative information), and Appendix C (grade-specific writing exemplars with commentary following each student sample—note that the samples are not a “4” on a 4-point rubric—instead they represent what proficient grade-level writing looks like).

http://www.youtube.com/user/TheHuntInstitute - Series of videos discussing the CCSS and teaching strategies to use; the featured two speakers were the primary authors of the ELA standards.

https://www.teachingchannel.org/videos/common-core-standards-ela - Series of videos of teachers teaching to the Common Core standards.



	Family Resources 
	Arizona’s College and Career Ready Standards Families Tool Box

http://www.azed.gov/azccrs/families/familiestoolbox/
Links to many resources for families, available in both Spanish and English. 

Parents' Guide to Student Success - For Parents - National PTA  

http://www.pta.org/parents/content.cfm?ItemNumber=2583
Parent Roadmaps to Common Core Standards / Parent Roadmaps- English Language Arts
CCSS Shifts for Students and Parents
 http://ccsesa.org/index/sp_CommonCoreStandards.cfm K–8 California's Common Core Standards Parent Handbook--This handbook, created by the California County Superintendents Educational Services Association (CCSESA) in consultation with the California State Parent Teacher Association (PTA), gives parents an introduction to California's CCSS and a summary of what students are expected to learn as they advance from kindergarten through grade eight. This document has been translated into 17 languages.

http://www.azed.gov/assessment/files/2014/10/ases-aa-aas-ccss-brochure-revised-june-2014-final-az.pdf
Alternative Assessment (NCSC) FAQs for Families 

www.understood.org 

Parents want the best for their children. Understood does too. For the first time ever, 15 nonprofit organizations have joined forces to support parents of the one in five children with learning and attention issues throughout their journey.

With the right support, parents can help children unlock their strengths and reach their full potential. With state-of-the-art technology, personalized resources, free daily access to experts, a secure online community, practical tips and more, Understood aims to be that support



	Universal Design for Learning 
	www.cast.org  CAST: National Center on the Use of Emerging Technologies to Improve Literacy Achievement for Students with Disabilities in Middle School  Link to Udio info on CAST website—visit often for updates! 

http://www.udlcenter.org/sites/udlcenter.org/files/Route_for_Every_%20Learner_Report_NSG_%2032511.pdf  An enlightening report exploring UDL as a framework for supporting learning and improving achievement for all learners (prepared for the Maryland State Board of Education). 



	Resources mentioned and/or used in our presentation 
	VoiceThread  Provides multiple ways for students to demonstrate their knowledge and learning in creative and unique ways. 

Paper for the web | Padlet  Previously known as Wall Wisher—an electronic wall to post electronic sticky notes on; an interesting way to start or continue a class discussion outside of classroom time. 

Newsela | Nonfiction Literacy and Current Events  A free data base of nonfiction literacy and current event expository texts available in different lexile levels. 

SERP | Word Generation  Strategic Education Research Partnership; lesson plans and resources for teachers focusing on improving student literacy. 

Glogster EDU: A complete educational solution for digital and mobile teaching and learning.
Udio: A Technology-Rich Literacy Experience for Students with Reading Disabilities | Edutopia  Article about Udio

The Myth of Average: Todd Rose at TEDxSonomaCounty - YouTube  A great TED Talk that explains WHY UDL is necessary for all learners to be successful.

Khan Academy
Lessons Worth Sharing | TED-Ed
Discovery Education streaming
Organize your resources in an online binder - LiveBinders
HowStuffWorks - Learn How Everything Works! How stuff works – The Discovery Channel has launched this website on how things work, including 10 scientific laws and theories, things you missed in history class, and the top five science-borne superpowers. Student can also ask questions and try their hand at games and puzzles.

www.Listencurrent.com --Teach your students to Listen with the Power of Public Radio

Listen Current makes it easy to bring authentic voices and compelling non-fiction stories to the classroom. We curate the best of public radio to keep teaching connected to the real world and build student listening skills at the same time.  In-depth lesson plans that include a listening guide with transcripts, vocabulary, class activities, and additional resources are available for teachers, with a focus on the Speaking and Listening standards of the core. 

www.edsurge.com  An independent information resource focused on education technology—check out the Edsurge Index for the latest information, including teacher reviews, and ed technology for the classroom.  
http://www.voki.com/  Teachers and students can create their own avatar and record a speech or book report and use to express creative ideas in a new way. 

https://www.classdojo.com/  A highly engaging, positive focused tool for classroom management and engagement. 

https://www.graphite.org/  A platform where teachers review the latest education technology and curriculum and provide their reviews and recommendations after using the resources in their classroom—from teachers for teachers.  
https://www.curriculet.com/ Embed a layer of questions, quizzes, and rich media annotations into any reading assignment;

Track mastery of literacy skills and Common Core standards in real-time. Curriculet has a collection of fiction and non-fiction texts for all grade levels, allows students to interact with text digitally, respond to teacher created questions and quizzes, highlight and annotate while reading.  




