IEP Review Guide and Goal Considerations

	Area of Compliance
	Guiding Questions

Directions:    If the IEP has all of the components, mark yes; if not, mark no.
	Compliant

	
	· 
	Yes
	No

	Info/

Eligibility:
	· Are the IEP dates correct (last annual, next annual, last eval, next eval)?  

· Is type of meeting correctly designated?
· Does the IEP clearly specify the child’s disability?

· Is there a statement which describes the disability and its impact? Does the statement make reference to processing disorder, delays the student has, psych report?
	
	

	Present Levels
	· Are the student’s strengths, preferences, and interests clearly identified? 

· Are the concerns of the parent identified? (If there are no concerns, is there documentation of “no concerns noted at this time”?

· Are all sections of the Present Levels of Academic Achievement and Functional Performance addressed including documentation of “no concerns noted at this time”?  

· Does this clearly reflect the student’s performance in the educational setting? 
· Do the Present Levels of Academic Achievement and Functional Performance reflect all needs identified in the assessments?
	
	

	Special Factors
	· Has the IEP Team addressed all the special considerations the student may require?

· Does the student demonstrate behavior(s) that impede learning, and if so, how will positive interventions, strategies, and supports be provided? Is a BIP needed? If so, is the BIP present?

· Does the IEP Team agree on the areas of need to be addressed in goals as identified in the Present Levels of Academic Achievement and Functional Performance and in Special Factors?
	
	

	Goals
	· Are the 6 key components present in the goal (Who, Does What, By When, Under What Conditions/Given What, Criteria, As Measured By)
· Are goals and objectives SMART and aligned with the grade level standards?

· Do these areas of need match the “areas of need” on Special Factors page? 
· Are there goals and objectives/benchmarks (if appropriate) for each area of need and vice versa? 
· Do the goals and objectives/benchmarks enable the student to be involved/progress in the curriculum? 
· Do the goals and objectives make sense, align with the baseline, and progress toward independence?
· If the student is an English Learner, are the goals and objective/benchmarks linguistically appropriate?

· Is the person(s) identified who is primarily responsible for implementing the goals and objectives/benchmarks, and monitoring progress?
	
	

	Services
	· Has the continuum of services been considered and addressed?  
· Was the determination of the appropriate supplementary aids and services, and special education and related services completed after the goals were finalized?
· Are the appropriate services identified to support progress toward all goals including: progress in the general curriculum, participation in extracurricular activities, and other nonacademic activities?

· Are the special education, related services, and supplementary aids and services based on peer-reviewed research to the extent practicable?

· Are the start/end dates, provider, frequency, duration, and location specified for supplementary aids and services as well as special education and related services? 
· Do the services support the goals/objectives?
	
	

	Statewide Assessments
	· Is participation on state and district-wide assessments, including accommodations and modifications, in accordance with state guidelines?

· Are alternate assessment(s), including the reasons, clearly noted if required? 
· Is participation in the mod/severe assessment appropriate and if so, is it noted and explanation given? 
· Is the box checked indicating that the team has reviewed the criteria for taking alternate assessments if appropriate?
	
	

	Educational Setting
	· Is there a clear description of the location of services, including why some services may not be provided at the child’s school of residence, if appropriate?

· Is there a clear description of the amount of time the student is outside the general education environment, including an explanation of why the student will not participate in general education for all or part of the day that is linked to the identified disability?

· If appropriate, are the activities clearly identified to support transition from preschool to kindergarten, from special education and/or NPS to general education, 8th-9th grade, etc?

· If appropriate, is the graduation plan identified for students Grade 8 or higher?
	
	

	Meeting Notes
	· Is this information a summary of the meeting?

· Does everyone agree that the information accurately reflects what was discussed and the agreements that were made?

· Are next steps clearly identified, including individuals responsible, if needed?
	
	

	Transition Plan
age 16 (or younger if determined appropriate by IEP team) and older
	· Are the postsecondary goals updated annually? Were the goals addressed and updated in conjunction with the development of the current IEP? 

· Are there appropriate measurable postsecondary goals, based on age appropriate transition assessments, that address education/training, employment, and where appropriate, independent living skills?

· Is there evidence that the measurable postsecondary goal(s) were based on age-appropriate transition assessment?

· Are there transition services in the IEP that will enable the student to meet his/her postsecondary goal(s)?

· Do transition services include courses of study that will enable the student to meet his/her postsecondary goal(s)?

· Is (are) there annual IEP goals related to the student’s transition goals, needs, and services?

·  Is there evidence that the student was invited to the IEP team meeting where transition services were discussed?

· If appropriate, is there evidence that a representative of any participating agency was invited to the IEP team meeting with prior consent of the parent or student who has achieved the age of majority? List not applicable if the agency did not participate because of age, grade.
	
	

	Assessment Report(s)
	· If appropriate, is the assessment report complete and does it identify the student’s needs and is it current?
	
	

	Parental Consent
	· Did the meeting include at least four members?   (Parent/Guardian, General Education Representative, Special Education Representative and School Administrator or Designee, at the age of 16 (or younger as appropriate) the student (where transition services are to be considered) 

· Did all IEP Meeting participants sign and date, if required?     

· Do the parent(s) consent to all components of the IEP? Has translation been provided, if needed?

· If not, are areas of agreement and/or disagreement clearly specified?
	
	

	Excusal Form
	· If a member of the IEP team has been excused from attending the meeting, is the parent’s agreement to the excusal in writing?
	
	


Adapted from Elk Grove Unified School District
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13 Goal-Writing Considerations for IEPs
1. What is the relationship between the proposed goals and the goals written in the previous IEP? Were previous goals met, increased, discontinued, etc.?
2. Is the assessment information comprehensive? Does it provide a clear profile of the student’s academic/functional levels? Does it include information from all environments; home, general education, leisure, special education? Does it reflect present levels of academic achievement and functional performance? 

3. Based on the identified need, how was the grade-level standard chosen? Are goals aligned to that standard? Is the goal linguistically appropriate based on EL level integrating ELD standards? (Remember, the student’s age-appropriate, grade-level standards are the starting point in goal development.)
4. Do objectives/benchmarks create a pathway from the baseline to the goal? Do they reflect growing independence and progress toward the grade-level standard?
5. Is the student communicatively competent (does the student understand the communicative intent, and does the student have a mode of expression that is understandable)? If there are concerns about the student’s communicative competence, is this concern addressed as accommodations (the “given what/under what conditions” component of the goal/benchmarks; see below). Is a communication goal needed?
6. Is the student motivated/engaged? If there are concerns, is this addressed as an accommodation and/or the “given what/under what conditions” component of the goal/benchmarks?
7. Have executive function skills been considered and accounted for? If there are concerns, are executive function skills addressed as an accommodation and/or the “given what/under what conditions” component of the goal/benchmarks?
8. Are there behavioral concerns that need to be addressed as an accommodation? Is a behavior goal needed?
9. Is there a progression toward independence, through decreasing supports or increasing the student’s level of mastery or depth of knowledge?

10. Do functional goals contain elements of self-determination and self-advocacy resulting in self-efficacy? Are parents informed, understand, and in agreement?
11. Does the student understand what is expected? Does the student understand how the expectations (and behavior/learning/accomplishments) are connected to the benchmarks? Are parents informed, understand, and in agreement?
12. Are all components of a well-written goal present? These components, when determined, create a solid foundation for an IEP goal: By when (will the goal be accomplished) who [name of student] does what [observable behavior or activity] given what or under what conditions  (progress) will be measured by (data collection method) at what level of mastery (criteria, 80%, 1 in 4 trials, etc.). Is this a SMART goal? Is it Specific, Measurable, Achievable, Result-oriented, and Time-bound?
13. For students 16 and older, are there measurable post-school goals in the areas of education, employment, and, if appropriate, independent living? How did the student and family participate in development of the post-school goals and can they explain them? Are there annual goals and transition services in the IEP that will assist the student achieve their post-school goals? Are the post-school goals and annual goals and transition services updated annually  based on the student’s changing needs, interests, and preferences?
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AZCCRS Goal Writing Progression Template
Relevant Assessment Information:______________________________________________________________________

PLAAFP Information: ________________________________________________________________________________ 
Area of Need:  ______________________________________________________________________________________

Standard: __________________________________________________________________________________________   

	Objective/Benchmark #1:

Baseline: __________________________________________________________________________________________

By When: __________________________________________________________________________________________

Who: _____________________________________________________________________________________________

Does What: ________________________________________________________________________________________

Given What/Under What Conditions: ____________________________________________________________________

Measured By:  ______________________________________________________________________________________

Level of Mastery: ____________________________________________________________________________________

	Objective/Benchmark #2:

Baseline: __________________________________________________________________________________________

By When: __________________________________________________________________________________________

Who: _____________________________________________________________________________________________

Does What: ________________________________________________________________________________________

Given What/Under What Conditions: ____________________________________________________________________

Measured By:  ______________________________________________________________________________________

Level of Mastery: ____________________________________________________________________________________

	Goal:

Baseline: __________________________________________________________________________________________

By When: __________________________________________________________________________________________

Who: _____________________________________________________________________________________________

Does What: ________________________________________________________________________________________

Given What/Under What Conditions: _____________________________________________________________________

Measured By:  ______________________________________________________________________________________

Level of Mastery: ____________________________________________________________________________________
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