
Person-First Language 

Instead of…. 
• The wheelchair kid 

• That Autistic student 

• Regular classroom 

• That ED boy 

• The functional kids 

• The self-contained kids 

 

Use… 
• Brett, who uses a wheelchair 

• The student with Autism 

• General Education classroom 

• A boy with an emotional 
disability 

• The children who are learning a 
different curriculum of life skills 

• Students who need a self-
contained classroom 

JH 

Students with Special Needs 
 

• Students with disabilities, gifted/talented, Section 

504, at-risk, English Language Learner (ELL) 

• Approximately 15% of students receive services 

under the Individuals with Disabilities Education 

Act (IDEA); however… 

• At least 50% of students need assistance. 

 
• Diversity is the norm! 

Categories of Eligibility 

• Low Incidence 
(20%) 

• Autism* 
• Deaf-blindness 
• Deafness 
• Hearing 

impairment 
• Mental 

retardation 
• Multiple 

disabilities 
• Orthopedic 

impairment 
• Other health 

impairments* 
• Traumatic brain 

injury 
• Visual 

impairment 
including 
blindness 
 

• High Incidence 
(80%) 

• Developmental 
delay 

• Emotional 
disturbance 

• Specific learning 
disability 

• Speech or 
language 
impairment 

• Autism 
• Developmental 

delay 
• Emotional 

disability 
• Hearing 

impairment 
• Other health 

impairments 
• Specific learning 

disability 
• Mild, moderate, 

or severe 
intellectual 
disability 

• Multiple 
disabilities 

• Multiple 
disabilities with 
severe sensory 
impairment 

• Orthopedic 
impairment 

• Preschool severe 
delay 

• Speech/language 
impairment 

• Traumatic brain 
injury 

• Visual 
impairment 
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U.S. Constitution 

• The U.S. Constitution provides the basis for a free 

and appropriate public education for all students. 

• Historically, there have been several groups of 

students who were denied education. These 

groups included: 

• Females - Gained access in early the 1900s. 

• Racial Minorities - Gained access in the 1950s. 

• Students with Disabilities - Gained access in the 1970s. 


