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Dear Education Leader:     
    
We are reaching out today to announce the roll-out of the Arizona Department of Education (ADE) 
Student-Teacher-Course Connection initiative in May 2012. This initiative seeks to address critical 
elements of our Statewide Longitudinal Data System (SLDS) as required by the America COMPETES 
Act, and must be fulfilled as a condition for funding received by our state and schools through the 
American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) and Title XIV of the ARRA, known as the State Fiscal 
Stabilization Fund (SFSF).  
  
To help determine your needs so that we can best support you, we have developed an online Needs 
Assessment Survey for you and your staff to complete by April 20. This survey will provide our team with 
the critical information they need to ensure your success as we move forward with this important work. 
  
The Student-Teacher-Course Connection initiative has been designed to meet our data system 
requirements through linking students and teachers to individual course sections. Currently, we have in 
place SAIS IDs to identify individual students. We also assign Education Stakeholder IDs to all individuals 
working in our public schools. However, we do not currently have in place a similar identification system 
for courses offered in our schools - nor do we have a method to link all of these data elements together in 
a meaningful way that provides useful data to our education community.  
  
Supported by our Race to the Top grant, the Student-Teacher-Course Connection process has been 
designed to make this critical linkage, and, in so doing, create additional visibility and transparency into 
the educational progress of students and the teachers who help them succeed.  
  
To assist districts and schools throughout the process, the ADE will leverage the services of a nationally 
recognized vendor, ESP Solutions Group, which will provide a suite of proven online software tools and a 
system of support - with the goal of providing a streamlined approach to making the student-teacher-
course connection. 
  
Safeguarding local control, the Student-Teacher-Course Connection provides for schools to maintain their 
existing course names and local course codes. However, it will link those courses and codes to a 
common statewide course framework, through an online process known as 'course-mapping'. Once this 
mapping is finalized, districts and schools then can complete the student-teacher-course connection 
within their existing Student Information Systems (SIS), and then send that data to the ADE. This 
connects their schools' data with the ADE Statewide Longitudinal Data System (SLDS) and Data 
Warehouse. 
  
Through completing the Student-Teacher-Course Connection, teachers will have richer data to better 
inform key instructional decisions that affect the academic success of their students - while administrators 
will have access to better information to enable them to more effectively support the relationship between 
individual student success, teachers and courses. 
  
Our goal is to make this transition as smooth as possible. A system of support has been designed to 
assist all districts and charter schools to make the Student-Teacher-Course Connection. This system will 
include multiple training opportunities (such as webinars, online instructional videos and face to face 
professional development - to include SIS vendor specific materials), resource materials, process guides 
and direct technical support.  

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=0018G1SSRIHQnL-5AI18WOORGAc2xzO9EO9mmCf9RC4HbAPXow2UCFtZM2MEiLUH_ZeIu2AK1yopA-BMsbnWkRf2rVHDCifay-vBO8KeY3KiCUME9rbGmP_zsb8RQ79xGueYAuivbUR-V1uoZ5w97Tz8yXPWXs-GJ_t
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=0018G1SSRIHQnL-5AI18WOORGAc2xzO9EO9mmCf9RC4HbAPXow2UCFtZM2MEiLUH_ZeIu2AK1yopA-BMsbnWkRf2rVHDCifay-vBO8KeY3KiCUME9rbGmP_zsb8RQ79xGueYAuivbUR-V1uoZ5w97Tz8yXPWXs-GJ_t


  
On behalf of the Arizona Department of Education, I thank you for your continued support. Should you 
have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact the Student-Teacher-Course Connection Team at 
stconnection@azed.gov or 602-364-1987. Also, please visit www.azed.gov/racetothetop/stc for more 
information and updates, including an informative datasheet that can be accessed by clicking the link 
below, as we continue to move forward. 
  
http://www.azed.gov/racetothetop/files/2012/04/student-teacher-connection_datasheetv4.pdf 
  
Thank you for your hard work and dedication to improving the quality of education in Arizona for all 
students. 
  
Sincerely,  
  

  
John Huppenthal 
Superintendent of Public Instruction 
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