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Statement from Superintendent Douglas 

on the Passage of the Every Student Succeeds Act 
 

  
(Phoenix, Ariz., Dec. 9, 2015) – Superintendent of Public Instruction Diane Douglas today released the 
following statement regarding Congress’ passage of the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA), which 
will replace the No Child Left Behind Act of 2001. 

“Now that the Every Student Succeeds Act has been passed by both houses of Congress, my staff at 
the Arizona Department of Education has started working to review the bill’s language, which is over 
1,000 pages long. The legislation will impact a large number of our programs, so a careful and 
deliberate review is necessary to determine the possible implications of its implementation over the 
next several years. 

“I am hopeful that ESSA will ultimately deliver increased control of our education system to the state of 
Arizona and our local schools and districts. That idea goes hand in hand with my vision of deregulation 
to ease the bureaucratic and administrative burdens that are strangling Arizona’s schools and diverting 
their resources. 

“My hope is that the increased flexibility being discussed as an important aspect of the bill becomes a 
reality when ESSA is put into practice by the federal government. I look forward to working with 
stakeholders at all levels to see that its enacted policies are in the best interest of Arizona children.” 
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