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Read On Arizona partners with state leaders to kick off summer reading 

program to promote childhood literacy 
 

Goal: 100,000 readers participating this summer 
 

(Phoenix, Ariz. – May 9, 2013) Today Secretary of State Ken Bennett and Arizona 
Superintendent of Public Instruction John Huppenthal will host a kickoff event at Peralta 
Elementary School to encourage parents and students to put reading first over the summer. 
The program is designed to help students continue progress made during the school year 
and avoid “summer learning loss.” 
 
The summer reading program is a first-ever statewide collaboration; this partnership 
includes Arizona Department of Education, Arizona State Library, First Things First, 
Governor’s Office of Education Innovation and Read On Arizona. Each agency contributes 
a wealth of services and resources focused on childhood literacy. The expertise 
concentrated within the partner organizations allow various strategies for reaching families 
and children of all ages to engage them in summer reading. 
 
“We all have a vested interest in childhood literacy,” said Superintendent Huppenthal. “We 
need to reach these children early and often. Our message to the parents: it’s never too 
soon to make reading a habit. Read to your children and have them read to you.” 
 
This collaboration builds upon the Arizona State Library’s successful annual summer 
reading program offered by public libraries across the state. Educators, students and 
parents choose summer reading materials based on the child’s interest and Lexile 
measures, which is a measure of an individual’s reading skills. This process enables 
educators, parents and students to select targeted materials that can support the 
development of reading skills and monitor reading growth across the curriculum, in the 
library and at home. This allows for a tailored individual reading program based upon 
matching appropriate materials and subject matter interest. 
 
"This program is designed to get children to realize the rewards of reading by encouraging 
them to exercise their imaginations and make reading a daily event this summer," said 
Secretary Bennett.  "Evidence shows that children who stop reading over summer vacation 
often fall behind when they return to school in August.  I encourage all school children to 



 
take part in this program whether they want to learn about sports stars, or stars in outer 
space.  Be it poolside, camping or on the beach, bring a book with you and read!" 
 
There is an increased interest in summer reading for students because the provisions of 
Arizona’s Move on When Reading statute (ARS 15-701) take effect for the 2013-2014 
school year. Under this law, students scoring “far below” on Arizona’s AIMS reading 
assessment test may be retained in third grade until they meet the rigorous reading 
specifications set forth in the statute. The statute was enacted because reading by third 
grade marks a milestone when children shift from learning to read and begin reading to 
learn. Children entering kindergarten without the skills they need to succeed in school 
rarely meet the critical milestone of reading proficiency by third grade, a strong predictor of 
future academic and career success. Only 26 percent of Arizona’s fourth-graders are at or 
above proficient in reading at grade level (NAEP 2011). 
 
"Early childhood reading is one of the most crucial drivers of our children's academic 
success," said Governor Jan Brewer. "It's no secret our standards are increasing. If 
students are to keep up, they must begin reading early and often—especially those months 
when they are out of school. I encourage all parents to get involved in this wonderful 
program, and to keep our children's minds sharp and active during the summer months." 
 
“Read On Arizona is a collaborative effort, and we’re excited to be working together with so 
many state and local partners to inspire kids and families to read throughout the summer. 
The book lists, reading log and other resources available at ReadOnArizona.org make it 
easy to participate,” said Arizona Literacy Director Terri Clark.  “Reading proficiency is vital 
to school success, so we want more kids reading more minutes this summer than ever 
before.” 
 
The goal is to have 100,000 readers participate in the summer reading program. To meet 
the needs of this unique collaboration, www.ReadOnArizona.org will provide a “find a book” 
tool, a “find a library” directory, reading tips for parents, suggested book lists, and a book 
log for tracking minutes read over the summer.  ReadOnArizona.org is a comprehensive 
site for information on literacy resources designed for families, parents, educators and 
community members.   
 
Mary Kay Radavich, principal at Peralta Elementary School, praised the program.  "The 
collaborative efforts at the state level in Arizona to encourage summer reading are truly a 
model of excellence,” said Radavich. “The Find a Book link on the Read On Arizona 
website provides a resource for students, parents, and teachers to find high-interest and 
motivating books at independent reading levels for summer enjoyment and beyond.  
Access to interest-based text at a student's true reading level is a powerful tool for 
continued improvement.  I can't wait to work with the Peralta parents and teachers to 
discover and explore the opportunities made possible to Arizona communities through the 
Arizona Summer Reading Program initiative." 
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http://www.lexile.com/findabook/
http://www.azlibrary.gov/libdir/


 
 
About Arizona Department of Education 
Arizona Department of Education serves Arizona’s education community, ensuring every 
child has access to an excellent education. For more information, visit www.azed.gov.  
 
About Arizona State Library 
The Arizona State Library, Archives and Public Records, a division of the Secretary of 
State, provides Arizonans with access to the information they need today, and preserves 
the history of Arizona for tomorrow, through partnerships with cultural and public 
information institutions.  For more information, visit www.azlibrary.gov.   
 
About First Things First 
First Things First is one of the critical partners in creating a family-centered, 
comprehensive, collaborative and high-quality early childhood system that supports the 
development, health and early education of all Arizona's children birth through age five. For 
more information, visit www.azftf.gov.  
 
About Governor’s Office of Education Innovation 
The Governor’s Office of Education Innovation was established to ensure the successful 
implementation of Arizona Ready, the state’s education reform plan, which is dedicated to 
creating a future where all Arizona students are prepared to succeed in college and 
careers.  For more information, visit www.arizonaready.com. 
 
About Read On Arizona 
Read On Arizona is a statewide, public/private partnership of agencies, philanthropic 
organizations and community stakeholders committed to creating an effective continuum of 
services to improve language and literacy outcomes for Arizona’s children from birth 
through age eight.  For more information, visit www.ReadOnArizona.org. 
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