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Arizona Launches Common Core Standards  
Resources for Educators, Families and Communities 

 
PHOENIX (September 5, 2012) – The Arizona Public Engagement Task Force, joined 
by Governor Brewer and Superintendent Huppenthal, announced today the launch 
of ArizonaCommonCore.org, a tool for Arizona educators, families and business 
leaders to learn more about Arizona’s Common Core Standards. 
 
This school year, schools are implementing the Common Core Standards in targeted 
grades, with full implementation in all grades expected next year.  The Standards, 
along with highly effective teachers, will raise the bar to ensure that all Arizona 
students have the knowledge and academic skills they need to be successful in 
college, career, and life.   
 
“In an ever-competitive global economy, it is absolutely crucial that Arizona’s 
students are well-equipped for college and career success upon high school 
graduation,” said Governor Brewer. “The Common Core Standards will not only 
enhance our children’s education, they also will promote the long-term economic 
vitality of our State. I applaud the Task Force for its collaborative efforts in this 
important pursuit.” 
 
The Arizona Public Engagement Task Force was convened as an independently 
formed collaboration of more than 30 partners, representing education statewide 
from cradle to career.  The Task Force was created to build public awareness and 
engagement regarding key issues impacting education in the state, starting with 
Common Core.  
 
“It is critical that we communicate with parents, families and communities about the 
implementation of the Common Core Standards,” said Pearl Chang Esau, President 
and CEO of Expect More Arizona and the leader of the Arizona Public Engagement 
Task Force. “By engaging and educating parents and the public, it is the Task Force’s 
goal that they will be able to better support the success of every student.” 



“Arizona’s Common Core Standards provide a foundation and path for students to 
be well prepared for post-secondary educational options, whether it’s technical 
school, college or on-the-job training,” said State Superintendent of Public 
Instruction John Huppenthal. “This is an important step in the direction of truly 
ensuring our students are prepared for life opportunities in the 21st century. 
Building creative, innovative thinkers in our education system will better position 
our state to be nationally and globally competitive economically.  Through the 
collaboration of the Arizona Department of Education and the Task Force, we 
believe we have developed a useful tool for parents, students and the education 
community that supports the implementation of Arizona’s Common Core Standards. 
It is work we can be proud of.” 
 
As a part of ArizonaCommonCore.org, the Task Force also announced the launch of 
the Arizona Common Core Standards Communications Toolkit. The Toolkit 
provides superintendents, principals, teachers, parent liaisons, and other 
community leaders with resources to let parents and the public know about the new 
Standards. Items in the Toolkit include: an overview of the Standards, an elevator 
speech, talking points, key messages for target groups, a template letter for 
educators to send to parents, and a PowerPoint presentation for families, among 
other resources. 
 
“As an educator, ArizonaCommonCore.org, will be a helpful resource as my school 
implements the Common Core Standards,” said Steven Aranda, 5th grade teacher 
from the Flowing Wells Unified School District.  “The Toolkit will make it easier for 
us to communicate with our parents about the new Standards.” 
 
“ArizonaCommonCore.org, is a go-to resource for parents and families to 
understand the Common Core and the information we need as parents to stay 
engaged in our children’s education,” said Isabel Serna, parent. 
 
“I want to be challenged and I need to be prepared for my future,” said Jeremiah 
Rivas, 8th grade student at Valley View Elementary School in Roosevelt School 
District.   “I believe the increased rigor and higher standards will help me succeed.  I 
say ‘Bring It On’.”   
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