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REQUEST FOR INFORMATION 

 
RFI #   ADED17-0001      Date:   August 28, 2016 
 
Description:    Contributions of ESA Funds into 530 Coverdell Accounts 
 
Due date:  August 28, 2016      Time:  3:00 p.m. (MST) 
 
 
General Information: 
In accordance with ARS §41-2555, the Arizona Department of Education (ADE) hereby gives notice via this Request for 
Information (RFI), of our desire to receive responses, feedback, suggestions and comments regarding the items set forth 
herein. 
 
In accordance with R2-7-G301, responses to the RFI are not offers and cannot be accepted to form a binding contract. To the 
extent allowed by law, information contained in a response to an RFI may be considered confidential until the procurement 
process is concluded or two (2) years from when the RFI’s due date has elapsed, whichever occurs first. Responders are solely 
responsible for expenses associated with responding to the RFI. The State is under no obligation to the responders in so far as 
the next steps to this process are concerned. 
 
Responses to the RFI shall be submitted as follows: 
 
One (1) e-mail copy of the informational documents, in PDF format, shall be submitted to ADE, c/o Christy Ellison, the Deputy 
Associate Superintendent of Grants Management; grantsrfi@azed.gov, on or by August 28, 206 at 5:00pm, MST. 
 
Instructions:  
Any submitted materials considered by the respondent to be proprietary or confidential shall be clearly marked as such and 
provided as a separate section in your response. In response to such requests, the State will make reasonable efforts to 
maintain confidentiality of these materials to the extent permissible by law. However, should the State be required to release 
these materials, the State will provide the respondent reasonable notice in advance of doing so in order to allow the 
respondent time to take any action to prevent these materials from being released. 
 
Clarification of Solicitation Requirements: 
It is the responsibility of all Offerors to examine the RFI and seek clarification of any item or requirement that may be clear or 
unclear to them and to check all offers for accuracy before submittal to ADE.  
 
Any questions regarding this solicitation can be answered by emailing the Arizona Department of Education Office of 
Procurement at Procurementinbox@azed.gov.  All questions must be in writing. The ADE Chief Procurement Officer is the only 
authorized person to give information as to the requirements of the solicitation in addition to that contained in the written 
documents. 
 
Purpose:  
ADE intends to solicit data from vendors for information regarding 530 Coverdell Accounts, for Empowerment Scholarship 
Account (ESA) funds and contribution methods into 530 Coverdell accounts.  
 
The information will be used to determine how ESA funds can be placed into 530 Coverdell accounts, with the method that the 
Arizona Department of Education has put in place for the participants to use the funds. 
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Background:   
ASRS 15-2402, Arizona Empowerment Accounts are established to provide options for the education of students. Part B 
Section 4: Use the money deposited in the qualified student's Arizona empowerment scholarship account only for the 
following expenses of the qualified student: (h) Contributions to a Coverdell education savings account established pursuant 
to 26 United States Code section 530 for the benefit of the qualified student, except that money used for elementary or 
secondary education expenses must be for expenses otherwise allowed under this section. ASRS 15-2403 part A; The treasurer 
may contract with private financial management firms to manage Arizona empowerment scholarship accounts with the 
supervision of the treasurer. 
 
The Arizona treasurer contracts with Bank of America, who issues a prepaid Visa card to participants for the use of their ESA 
funds. The State Treasure receives a warrant from the Arizona Department of Education. The Arizona State Treasurer, wires 
funds to the participants Bank of America Account and funds are loaded on the participant’s prepaid Visa card. Participants 
use the prepaid visa card to pay for allowable expenses within the guidelines of the ESA program. The card is swiped at the 
point of sale, or if the transaction is processed via mail, phone, or internet the card number and expiration date is entered or 
given to the vendor to process the transaction. Only merchants who accept Visa cards can be used, checks and pin numbers are 
not issued to participants, thus, all transactions must be processed using the credit method of payment. 
 
 
The response to the RFI should address the following: 
 
1. Provide an overview of 530 Coverdell Accounts 

a. Describe general information about 530 Coverdell Accounts 
b. Describe restrictions for 530 Coverdell Accounts 
c. Describe Methods and instructions for contributions into 530 Coverdell Accounts 
d. Describe 530 Coverdell Accounts contribution restrictions 
e. Identify if vendor can or would be willing to accept a contribution into a 530 Coverdell Account via a Bank of 

America issued prepaid Visa card.  
f. If cannot accept a prepaid card describe how a prepaid card can be used in order to make a contribution into a 

530 Coverdell Account.  
 

 
Questions should be emailed and received by the Deputy Associate Superintendent of Grants Management indicated 
on the title page no less than seventy-two hours before the RFI due date and time.  
 
All questions must reference the page and item that is to be addressed. 
All addendums should be acknowledged using the Addendums Acknowledgement Form included in this document. No verbal 
or written information, which is obtained other than by information in this document or by Addendum to this solicitation, will 
be binding on the Arizona Department of Education. 

I/We __________________________________________________________ the undersigned, do hereby submit this response for information with 
regard to the, Arizona High Equivalency Exam in accordance with in accordance with ARS §41-2555 Request for Information 
specification contained herein. 

              
Name          Date 
 
 
              
Company Name         Title 
 
 
              
Address          Telephone Number   
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