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Risk Behaviors and Academic Achievement Report 
Documentation 

Purpose The Risk Behaviors and Academic Achievement Report describes the 
relationships between health-risk behaviors and academic achievement 
overall and by sex and race/ethnicity.  

 
Example  

 

 
Inclusion 
Criteria 

Sites with weighted data in 2013 that assessed academic achievement with the 
following question receive this report. 
 

During the past 12 months, how would you describe your 
grades in school? 
A. Mostly A’s 
B. Mostly B’s 
C. Mostly C’s 
D. Mostly D’s 
E. Mostly F’s 
F. None of these grades 
G. Not sure 
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Content Risk Behavior and Academic Achievement reports contain the following 
columns: 
 

Column Content 
Health Risk Behavior All variables calculated from standard 

questions and site added questions. 
Variables are grouped by risk behavior 
category. Variables based on site added 
questions are listed after the variables based 
on standard questions. 

Percentage of students who 
engaged in each risk 
behavior, by type of grades 
mostly earned in school 

Weighted percentages and 95% confidence 
intervals for each type of grade 

Significant Association Indicates whether there is a statistically 
significant association between type of 
grades mostly earned in school and the 
health risk behavior.  

 
Note: If the number of students in a subgroup is less than 30, the results for 
the subgroup are not presented.Note  
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How to 
Interpret the 
Risk Behaviors 
and Academic 
Achievement 
Report 

This is an example of a Risk Behaviors and Academic Achievement Report. 
 

Health Risk Behavior 

Percentage of students who 
engaged in each risk behavior 

by type of grades mostly 
earned in school Significant 

Association A’s B’s C’s D/F’s 

Percentage of students who were 
in a physical fight one or more 
times during the past 12 months 

19.3 29.9 41.4 57.5 Yes 

Percentage of students who were 
overweight (i.e., at or above the 
85th percentile but below the 
95th percentile for body mass 
index, by age and sex) 

13.6 15.3 17.4 18.4 No 

 
The report indicates that among students who received mostly A’s, 19.3% 
were in a physical fight during the past 12 months, compared to 57.5% of 
students who received mostly D/F’s.” Further, a significant association exists 
between engaging in a physical fight and academic achievement. Students 
with poor grades have a significantly higher prevalence of physical fighting 
than students with better grades. 
 
The report also indicates that there is no association between academic 
achievement and overweight. The prevalence of overweight does not differ by 
types of grades earned in school, controlling for race/ethnicity, grade in 
school, and sex.  

 
Notes SUDAAN logistic regression was used to model the risk behavior (outcome) 

on the type of grades mostly earned in school (academic achievement 
predictor), controlling for sex, race/ethnicity, and grade in school.  
 
See Software for Analysis of YRBS Data on the YRBS website for more 
information about analyzing YRBS data. 

 
  

http://www.cdc.gov/healthyyouth/yrbs/pdf/YRBS_analysis_software.pdf
http://www.cdc.gov/yrbss



