1. Overview and Purpose of the Az SAFE Project

Students that feel safe at school perform better academically than students that do not feel safe'.

The use of alcohol, tobacco and other drugs is closely related to reduced attention spans, lower investment in
homework, negative attitudes toward school, lower motivation, and increased absenteeism".
Students that are threatened with violence on school grounds have lower academic achievement scores than

students that have not been threatened with violence".

Arizona Safety Accountability for Education (Az SAFE) is an initiative to improve the collection,
use, and reporting of safety and discipline incident data. The School Safety and Prevention unit
of the Arizona Department of Education (ADE), in partnership with the Exceptional Student
Services section, has embarked upon this effort to assist in creating and maintaining safe
environments, improving school climate, and ultimately increasing student achievement.

Improve Climate, Safety and Academics

A set of well-researched strategies to improve school safety has been developed for Arizona
schools. School Safety: What Schools Can Do provides 10 strategies to assist schools in
becoming safer places for learning. Four of the 10 action items in this document rely upon the
use of safety/discipline data by a team to assess and effectively approach situations.

Recent education improvement initiatives have included the use of data for systematic
improvements to climate and achievement. Among these initiatives are Positive Behavior
Supports (PBS) and Response to Intervention (RTI). Many schools and districts within Arizona
have already begun to rely on data to help them improve their school climate.

In development of the Az SAFE requirements, emphasis was placed on the development of
systems that make sense and provide useful information, as well as facilitate the use of
information in order to improve climate and safety. An advisory council representing school
districts from across the state assisted in making the requirements compatible with school
practices. During the 2007-2008 school year, 20 schools piloted the optional online system and
gave feedback on the entire project to assist in making it more user-friendly.

Improve and Streamline Federal Reporting

In addition to providing data for school climate and safety, Az SAFE is designed to improve our
ability to accurately report information to the federal government, as required by PL 107-110
Title 1V, Part A. Subpart 1, Sec. 4112(c)(3), and Sec. 4141(b); and PL 108-446, Sec. 602(3)(A)
and Sec. 618. As federal requirements can change frequently, the design also facilitates being
able to meet these changes without additional burden placed on school systems.

Az SAFE also streamlines overlapping federal and state reporting requirements and eliminates
the need for schools to complete two year-end reports: the Safe and Drug-Free School Report
and the Special Education Discipline Report. The new design will also readily provide schools
with information for the School Report Card for incidents involving law enforcement (ARS 15-
746 A.6.).


http://www.azed.gov/prevention-programs/files/2013/08/1awhatschoolscando.doc
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