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Welcome…  

Give yourself a few minutes to 

answer the given quiz on facts, 

myths, and misconceptions of 

language acquisition and reading 

disabilities. 



In Such Case… 

You will be given scenarios from which you will choose 

one to discuss with a partner.  
 

Think of: 

1. the context of the issue. 

2. what might be signs of language development and/or 

reading disabilities. 

3. questions you would ask when trying to distinguish 

learning disabilities from language development. 
 

Be ready to share out. 

 



Purpose 

•To compare reading processes to 

second language acquisition and 

improve the identification of 

Culturally Language Diverse 

Exceptional (CLDE) students. 



Complexity of Students’ Backgrounds 

Language Minority 
Students 

Receptive Bilinguals 

Placed in more than 
one educational 

program 

Simultaneous 
Bilinguals 

Place in mainstream 
classrooms/eligible 

for bilingual 
education 

Sequential 
Bilinguals 

Receive instruction 
in first language; 

learn English as a 
second language 

★ 

 



Elements of Language and Reading 

  Reading 

• Phonemic 
awareness 

• Phonics 

• Vocabulary 

• Comprehension 

• Fluency 

 

Language 

• Phonology 

• Morphology 

• Syntax  

• Semantics 

• Lexicon 

• Pragmatics 

★ 

 



What We Know 

• Second language acquisition follows a sequential 

pattern similar to that of a native speaker. 

• Transfers from the first language is common. 

• Effective programs are measured not by the 

amount of time in language immersion, but rather, 

by the quality of instruction and rigor curriculum. 

• There is no “one” test to distinguish language 

from reading disabilities. 

★ 

 



Reading and Writing Approaches  

Analytic – Deconstruction  

The 
Whole 

Part 

Part 

Part 

Part 

Synthetic – Construction  

Synthesis 

Analysis 
of an 

element 

Analysis 
of an 

element 
Analysis 

of an 
element  



Phonics 

 a       e        i        o       u 



Syllabic Method 



Método Silábico 

•pa 

•pe 

•pi 

•po 

•pu 

•Pepe pisa 

el mapa 

de papá.  



Whole Language 

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bOPMWgKlx7E 

 

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ws4wFjuWvlo  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bOPMWgKlx7E
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bOPMWgKlx7E
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ws4wFjuWvlo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ws4wFjuWvlo


Possible Indicators  

Dictations and Writing 

Samples 
Reading Indicators 

•  K-3 IDEL  
(https://dibels.uoregon.edu/) 

•  1-6 RDC 
http://reglasdeortografia.com/testco
mprension.html) 

• 6-9 Lecturas Comprensivas para 
secundaria (http://razonamiento-
verbal1.blogspot.com/2014/11/lectur
as-comprensivas-para-
secundaria.html) 

• High school – Lecturas 
Comprensivas para bachillerato 
(http://razonamiento-
verbal1.blogspot.com/2014/04/ejerci
cios-de-comprension-lectora-
para.html)  
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Dictado 

Teodoro se detuvo, más por incredulidad 

que por codicia. Arrodillado, con el 

pretexto de asegurar las correas de uno 

de sus caites, esperó a que ninguno lo 

observase para recoger su hallazgo. 

★ 

 



English Dictation 

A jungle, an untamed river and disease – 

a formidable trio that made building a 

canal across the country of Panama an 

almost impossible dream.  

★ 

 



Texts Used in Mexico 

http://edurecblog.com/2015/09/02/enlaces-

libros-sep-ciclo-escolar-2015-2016/  

http://edurecblog.com/2015/09/02/enlaces-libros-sep-ciclo-escolar-2015-2016/
http://edurecblog.com/2015/09/02/enlaces-libros-sep-ciclo-escolar-2015-2016/
http://edurecblog.com/2015/09/02/enlaces-libros-sep-ciclo-escolar-2015-2016/
http://edurecblog.com/2015/09/02/enlaces-libros-sep-ciclo-escolar-2015-2016/
http://edurecblog.com/2015/09/02/enlaces-libros-sep-ciclo-escolar-2015-2016/
http://edurecblog.com/2015/09/02/enlaces-libros-sep-ciclo-escolar-2015-2016/
http://edurecblog.com/2015/09/02/enlaces-libros-sep-ciclo-escolar-2015-2016/
http://edurecblog.com/2015/09/02/enlaces-libros-sep-ciclo-escolar-2015-2016/
http://edurecblog.com/2015/09/02/enlaces-libros-sep-ciclo-escolar-2015-2016/
http://edurecblog.com/2015/09/02/enlaces-libros-sep-ciclo-escolar-2015-2016/
http://edurecblog.com/2015/09/02/enlaces-libros-sep-ciclo-escolar-2015-2016/
http://edurecblog.com/2015/09/02/enlaces-libros-sep-ciclo-escolar-2015-2016/
http://edurecblog.com/2015/09/02/enlaces-libros-sep-ciclo-escolar-2015-2016/
http://edurecblog.com/2015/09/02/enlaces-libros-sep-ciclo-escolar-2015-2016/


Comparing Language and Reading 

Development 

Behaviors Associated with 

LD 

Behaviors Associated with L2 

Difficulty following directions Difficulty following directions; especially 

when the language of the task is new. 

Difficulty with phonological 

awareness 

Difficulty auditorily distinguishing between 

sounds in L2 

Slow to learn sound-symbol 

correspondence 

Confusion with sound-symbol 

correspondence of sounds that are 

different from L1 

Difficulty remembering sight words Difficulty remembering sight words when 

meaning is not understood or is absent in 

L1 

May seem easily frustrated 

 

Learning in a second language may be 

frustrated ★ 

 



Comparing Language and Reading 

Development 

Behaviors Associated with 

LD 

Behaviors Associated with L2 

Difficulty retelling a story in 

sequence 

Difficulty retelling a story n English without 

the expressive skills to so so; receptive 

language 

Confusion with figurative language Confusion with figurative language, 

idioms, pronouns, conjunctions, and 

words with multiple meaning. 

Slow to process challenging 

language 

Slow to process challenging language 

May have poor auditory memory May seem to have poor auditory memory 

if sounds or words are unfamiliar or 

different than L1  

May have difficulty concentrating Learning a second language requires 

mental breaks; may show difficulty 

concentrating 
★ 

 



Possible Indicators 

Receptive 
Bilingual 

Interview 
Parents 

Evaluate 
opportunities 
for learning; 
programs 

Modify RTI to fit 
language needs 

★ 

 



Possible Indicators 

Simultaneous  
Bilingual 

Interview Parents 

Evaluate language 
support given in 

mainstream 
classrooms 

Modify RTI to fit 
language needs 

★ 

 



Possible Indicators 

Sequential  Bilingual 

Interview Parents 
Evaluate reading 

approaches in first 
language 

If assessments indicate 
proficiency in reading in 
L1, focus on developing 

language 

If assessments indicate 
lack of proficiency in 

reading in L1, provide RTI 
using multisyllabication; 

provide language 
development 

★ 

 



In Such Case… 

Synthesize the learning: 
 

•Go back to your case study. 

•Review your previous questions/concerns. 

•What has been cemented? What needs to 

be changed? 

•Use the handouts to guide your 

discussions. 



True or False 

F        Native language assessments present a clear picture of linguistic proficiency.  

 *Commonly used native language proficiency assessments provide a limited view of ELL’s 

 oral language proficiency. Native language assessments should be used with students 

 who have received formal education in their native language and should be seen only as 

 an indicator.   
   

T         Literacy instruction and assessments in a second language differ in key ways from native      

           language instruction; therefore, a different framework is needed.  
  

F         The more time students spend receiving English instruction, the faster they will learn it.   

 *Students who receive some L1 instruction achieve at higher levels in English than  

 students who do not. The quality of a program is not based on the time of language 

 immersion but on the rigor and explicitness of language and content instruction.  
  

F         Having spelling mistakes even when instruction has been given is a sign of reading  

           disabilities.  

 *Spelling is linked to the ability to memorize grammatical patterns. English language 

 learners tend to take longer time than native speakers in learning to spell due to transfers 

 of grammatical rules of L1.  
  

T         Bilingualism should continue to be encouraged in children who have language disabilities.  



Alma.Sandigo@nau.edu 
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mailto:Alma.Sandigo@nau.edu
mailto:mrobles@gesd32.org

