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Session Objectives

eCorrelate language
learning to reading
comprehension;

eFollow first steps to
mediating the text;

eSuccessfully practice with
a grade level passage.
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mean?

What needs to be
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“The Language Star”
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Steps to Mediating Text with EL Learners

How to Teach Students Paraphrasing through
Observing and Analyzing

(-Extract the main subject and verb by\ Ste p 2 ('Students practice the oral summary\
starting with bossy verb. Use a T-

with a partner or small group.
chart. Teacher chooses some to share their

summary.
oIf the verb is an action verb, record its *Repeat sentence analysis for each

direct object if there is one. Ifit's a sentence in paragraph. eStudents record their summary
to-be verb, record the subject statement.

complement.

eTalk outloud about your
observations between similar

biocts i N d detail eContinue on to the next paragraph
oIf students cannot find bossy verb, subjects in sentences and detatls. following steps one and two.
use text-cavation.

° 1 .
At end of paragraph, STOP! Ask: *At the end of the passage, discuss
e Mark h What do we know so far? Orally your obsservations about the
ark up the text. summarize the information by

nnecting the main id nd multiple summaries and compose a
J connecting the main ideas a final conclusion about the author's
\ Ste p 1 \then write it down. J \
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Getting kids to go to school so that they’ll do well in class
By The Seattle Times, adapted by Newsela staff
Dec. 09, 2013 5:00 AM

City Year staffers cheer students on as they arrive at Denny International Middle School in Seattle. They provide
in-class tutoring and after-school instruction, and work with students who have attendance problems.

SEATTLE—To do well in school, kids need to be there. Even missing 10 days a year makes a big
difference.

For Bob Balfanz, this is an important discovery. It helps him understand why 1 million
students drop out of high school each year.

Balfanz is a researcher. He studied 13,000 students in Philadelphia. They have one thing in
common. Kids who miss too many days of school do badly. They probably won’t finish high school

on time.

“That has been proven for all kids,” Balfanz said.

Cheering On The Kids

Balfanz created Diplomas Now. It is a program that helps keep kids in school.
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Reading Passage

Hispanic Population Soars

.S, Deanmet of T
Kglusz’c and dancing are often part of
ispanic festivals.

The face of the United States is changing. Hispanic Americans, also
known as Latinos, make up the fastest-growing group. The latest U.S.
census update shows that 41 million people are Hispanic. A census is
a count of people.

Hispanic Americans are people whose families are from Spanish-
speaking countries. Most of those countries are in Central and South
America.

Nearly 297 million people live in the United States today. One of every
seven people in our country is Hispanic!

The news comes just in time for Hispanic Heritage Month. It takes
place each year from September 15 to October 15. During this time,
Americans honor Hispanic history and customs. Many families
celebrate by taking part in festivals and parades.
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Reading Passage

[U.S. Fish and Wildlife Scrvice
A polar bear and her cubs. |

Earth's Air Conditioner

Some of the 4 million people who live in the Arctic have also found
themselves on shaky ground. As the frozen land thaws, buildings and
roads have weakened.

Inuits (IH-nyoo-wets), a group of native people in the region, fish and
hunt Arctic animals, including polar bears. They depend on those
animals as their main source of food. Inuit hunters are also falling
through thinning ice.

Rising sea levels have forced some people in the Arctic to move their
coastal villages inland. The report warns that melting ice could cause
sea levels to continue to rise--up to 3 feet by the end of this century.
Towns and cities along coastlines around the world could flood as a
result.

The warm-up also affects other parts of the planet. Arctic ice and snow
reflect heat from the sun into space. Without the ice and snow, the
planet would be much warmer. "The polar regions are essentially the
Earth's air conditioner," said scientist Michael McCracken.

Fossil Fuels' Fault

Who cranked up the thermostat on the Arctic? Scientists say human
activity is to blame for global warming. People use fossil fuels, such
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ReadWorks Adaptation

Adaptation

Bats use sonar to hunt insects at night. Some lizards have tails that break off and re-grow in a
few months. The wings of certain non-poisonous butterflies look exactly like those of their
poisonous relatives. All these strange characteristics are the result of one important biological
trait: adaptation.

Adaptation is the process by which organisms—from plants to insects to human beings—adapt
to their environment. The process enables organisms that are best suited to their environment
to survive, The better an Arctic fox adapts to the freezing temperatures in the Arctic, for
example, the better his chances are for survival. Similarly, the less sunlight a species of tree
needs in a jungle crowded with taller trees, the more successful that tree will be. In order to
survive, the tree will need to adapt to its shady environment.

Adaptations come in three main types. Structural adaptations are ones you can see, like the
sharp quills that prevent otherwise slow and small porcupines from being eaten. Behavioral
adaptations consist of behaviors that species learned over time, such as the Blue-Footed
Boobies on the Galapagoé Islands, who perform a high-stepping dance during mating season
to show off their bright blue feet. Finally, there are physiological adaptations, which allow
species to perform different functions. The production of venom by a snake, for instance, is an
adaptation that allows it to poison its prey when it bites them.

Lately, scientists have been talking a lot about adaptation. Climate change has created
significant changes in our environment. The polar ice caps are melting. Flowers are blooming
earlier. Lakes and rivers are drying up, causing droughts and forest fires and pushing animals

ReadWorks.org .o io.asamms coursenension




