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AGENDA 
 

I. Welcome and Purpose   
 
 
 
 
 

II. What are the two current predominant reading philosophies? 
 
1.     

 
 

2.  
 
 

III. What does the research say?  
 
 
 
 

IV. To the Classroom:  
 
 
 

 
Description:  Grammar-based language instruction provides students with the fundamentals of 
reading comprehension.  But what would a truly linguistically informed approach to reading 
instruction look like?  And what could it accomplish?  Fasten your seat belts as you venture into 
a parallel universe where reading instruction seamlessly builds on students’ grammar and creates 
a launching pad for creating truly strategic and independent readers who understand text at a 
deep level. 
 

Outcomes:  Participants in this session will:  
 

1. Understand and articulate differences between vocabulary-based and linguistically- informed 
reading.  
 

2. Apply the hierarchical connections between applied-grammar instruction and linguistically-
informed reading to increase students’ ability to read with comprehension.  

 
3. Use the Text-Cavation method to teach students to use syntactic patterns within sentences, 

paragraphs and passages to both receptively and expressively comprehend a text.  
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Vocabulary-Based v. Linguistically-Informed Comprehension 
 
 

1. Clifford, the big red dog, lives with Emily Elizabeth in our town.  

V-B: ______________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________ 

 
L-I: ______________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________ 
 

 

2. Many dangerous chemicals have been removed from West Virginia’s  

fresh water since the mining accident occurred.  

V-B: ______________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________ 

 
L-I: ______________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________ 
 

 

3. Turtles are ______________ reptiles.  

V-B: ______________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________ 

 
L-I: ______________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________ 
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Vocabulary-Based v. Linguistically-Informed Comprehension 
 

4. Many hardworking teachers plan lessons late into the evening and 

differentiate their instruction to ensure that all students can be successful.  

V-B: ______________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________ 

 
L-I: ______________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________ 
 

5. When a/an ______________ parent helps their ______________ 

children with homework, they often turn in ______________ completed 

work.  

V-B: ______________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________ 

 
L-I: ______________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________ 
 

 
Conclusions: __________________________________________________________________________ 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________________   
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________   
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Implications: __________________________________________________________________________ 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________   
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Grammar Based Academic Discourse 
 

Subject + Verb: The center of the expressive and receptive solar system  
 
 

 
 
 

Which part of speech? That is the question? 
 

Adjectives Nouns Pronouns Verbs 
    

Adverbs Prepositions Conjunctions Interjections 
    

 
 

Subject + Verb
Who + What

When

HowWhy

Where
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Text-Cavation 

 

   
 
 
 

Example:      
                                                            
 

Syntax Pattern:      
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Text-Cavation 

 

   
 
 
 
 

Example:    
                  
 
 

Syntax Pattern: 
 
 
 
 

1 

2

3 4
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Advanced Text-Cavation 
 

1.     

 

2.     

 

3.     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Discrete-Detail Summary: ________________________________________________________________ 
 

_____________________________________________________________________________________   
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Inference-Based Summary: ________________________________________________________________ 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________________   
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Conclusion-Driven Summary: ________________________________________________________________ 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________________   
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 



© CCT, Inc. 2014 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



© CCT, Inc. 2014 

Advanced Text-Cavation 
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Discrete-Detail Summary: ________________________________________________________________ 
 

_____________________________________________________________________________________   
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Inference-Based Summary: ________________________________________________________________ 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________________   
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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_____________________________________________________________________________________   
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