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Description: When teachers understand the inviolable link between grammar competence
and reading comprehension, they ask for more minutes for ELD. This session will teach
participants to use a simple academic text-analysis tool to ensure that their language
instruction moves students’ linguistic complexity to the level demanded by their grade-
level reading material.

Outcomes: Participants in this session will:

1. Use both quantitative and qualitative indicators to determine the grade-level
equivalency of student writing.

2. Apply three analysis tools that teachers can use in real-time to determine how to best
Push! students to write at their reading level.

AGENDA

L Welcome and Purpose

II. Sentence Length and Comprehension

1. What does the research say?

1. To the Classroom:
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Academic-Level Text Analysis to Push! Students to
Write at their Reading Level

uantitative Text
Q . . Grade
Complexity Analysis
Total number words in the
passage
Total number of sentences in
the passage
Average number of words per
sentence in the passage
Number of words in the longest
sentence
Number of words in the shortest
sentence
ualitative Text
Q . . Grade
Complexity Analysis
Type of Subject Type of Verb Sentence Structure
Sentence 1
Sentence 2
Sentence 3
Sentence 4
Structural Text
. . Grade
Complexity Analysis
Purpose of Initial Number of Type of
Phrase Conjunctions Conjunctions
Sentence 1
Sentence 2
Sentence 3
Sentence 4

Anchor Sentence:
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M‘Hﬂtﬁ Waves and Water

Waves and Water
By ReadWorks

When a big boat, like a cruise ship, goes through the ocean, it often creates waves. This
happens when the large engines on the back of the cruise ship churn up water on the ocean’s
surface. These waves move out from the boat in both directions. If you are captaining a
smaller boat, it's often best to steer clear of a cruise ship's wake, so that your boat is not
buffeted by the waves, causing it to capsize. However, unless your boat is standing still, it is
also creating some waves, because it, too, is disturbing the ocean’s surface.

A wave is a pattern of motion. When you look at a wave, it may appear as simply water moving
across the surface of the ocean. In fact, this is false. The water is actually not moving in the same
direction as the wave. While the wave itself—the pattern of motion—is moving across the surface
of the ocean, the water is actually moving in a circular motion, which brings the water molecules
back to their original position. The water merely gives the appearance of moving forward.

If this is confusing, think of the kind of wave you do at a baseball stadium. Viewed from a
distance, the wave is clearly moving across the stadium. But the thing that makes up the
wave—the people—are not moving across the stadium—they're just moving up and down in
their seats. This is just like the water in an ocean wave. A lot of water is moving up and down,
which gives water the appearance of moving along with the wave.
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ReadWorks Fossiks and Earhguak is

Fossils and Earthquakes

Jonatham and Kate's dad had recently gotten a job in California, and their famiky was all
set to make the cross-country trek from New lersey. All of their clothes and toys were packed
up in cardboard boxes, and their computers and iPods were charging for the long flight they
would take the next week. Kate had packed up her teddy bear, and Jonathan had made sure to

leave out a few books for the plane. He had just gotten into his pajamas and tucked himself in
when his mother came into the room to kiss him goodnight in their old house for the |ast time.

"Are you excited to mowve to Los Angeles? she asked, sitting on a corner of his bed.
"Kind of,” Jonathan said. He looked down at the floor, at all the boxes filled with his things. He

had never seen his room so clean and tidy.

“Just kind of?" his mother asked, smiling. She pushed his hair back from his forehead,
like she used to do when he was little.

“Antonio told me something about California that scared me.” Antonio was lonathan's
best friend, whose cousins lived in Los Angeles. He had told Jonathan all about his visits there.
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