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AGENDA 
 
 
 

I. Welcome and Purpose   
 
 
 
 
 

II. Sentence Length and Comprehension   
 

 
 
 
 

III. What does the research say?  
 
 
 
 
 
 

IV. To the Classroom:  
 
 

 

Description:  When teachers understand the inviolable link between grammar competence 
and reading comprehension, they ask for more minutes for ELD.  This session will teach 
participants to use a simple academic text-analysis tool to ensure that their language 
instruction moves students’ linguistic complexity to the level demanded by their grade-
level reading material.    

 

Outcomes:  Participants in this session will:  

1. Use both quantitative and qualitative indicators to determine the grade-level 
equivalency of student writing. 
 

2. Apply three analysis tools that teachers can use in real-time to determine how to best 
Push! students to write at their reading level.  
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Academic-Level Text Analysis to Push! Students to  
Write at their Reading Level 

 

Quantitative Text 
Complexity Analysis 

 
_____ Grade 

Total number words in the 
passage 

  

Total number of sentences in 
the passage 

  

Average number of words per 
sentence in the passage 

  

Number of words in the longest 
sentence 

  

Number of words in the shortest 
sentence 

  

 

Qualitative Text 
Complexity Analysis 

 
_____ Grade 

 
 Type of Subject  Type of Verb  Sentence Structure 

Sentence 1 
      

Sentence 2 
      

Sentence 3 
      

Sentence 4 
      

 

Structural Text 
 Complexity Analysis 

 
_____ Grade 

 
 Purpose of Initial 

Phrase 
 Number of 

Conjunctions 
 Type of 

Conjunctions 

Sentence 1 
      

Sentence 2 
      

Sentence 3 
      

Sentence 4 
      

 

Anchor Sentence: __________________________________________________________________________ 
 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 



©CCT, Inc. 2014 

 
 
 
  



©CCT, Inc. 2014 

Academic-Level Text Analysis to Push! Students to  
Write at their Reading Level 

 

Quantitative Text 
Complexity Analysis 

 
_____ Grade 

Total number words in the 
passage 

  

Total number of sentences in 
the passage 

  

Average number of words per 
sentence in the passage 

  

Number of words in the longest 
sentence 

  

Number of words in the shortest 
sentence 

  

 

Qualitative Text 
Complexity Analysis 

 
_____ Grade 

 
 Type of Subject  Type of Verb  Sentence Structure 

Sentence 1 
      

Sentence 2 
      

Sentence 3 
      

Sentence 4 
      

 

Structural Text 
 Complexity Analysis 

 
_____ Grade 

 
 Purpose of Initial 

Phrase 
 Number of 

Conjunctions 
 Type of 

Conjunctions 

Sentence 1 
      

Sentence 2 
      

Sentence 3 
      

Sentence 4 
      

 

Anchor Sentence: __________________________________________________________________________ 
 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 



©CCT, Inc. 2014 

 


