
Keeping Up With the Kinder 
Academy 



Session Objectives 

 

• Plan for instruction in a Kindergarten SEI Classroom 
based the English Language Proficiency (ELP) standards 
 
 

• Discuss English Language Development (ELD) activities 
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Reading 
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Writing 



Arizona English Language Proficiency 
Standards 

 Listening & Speaking Domain 
Comprehension of Oral Communication, Delivery of Oral 
Communication 

 Reading Domain 
Print Concept, Phonemic Awareness/Decoding, Fluency, 
Comprehending Text 

 Writing Domain 
Writing Applications, Standard English Conventions, 
Writing Process, Writing Elements, Research 

 Language Strand 
Standard English Conventions, Vocabulary 



Planning for Instruction 

• What is your language objective? (from PIs) 

• Assessment 

• Lesson activities and strategies 



Eloquent & Articulate Users of Language 

"Teachers can facilitate advanced English 
acquisition by serving as an eloquent and 
articulate user of both academic and social 
language. Using complete sentences, precise 
vocabulary, and a more formal register during 
lessons will model appropriate classroom 
language and create a supportive climate for 
second-language production and 
experimentation.“ 

-Kate Kinsella 



Academic Language 
Academic Language Includes: 

• The language used in the classroom and workplace 

• The language of text 

• The language of assessment 

• The language of academic success 

• The language of power 

Academic Language consists of vocabulary and is used in 
academic discourse. 

 Academic vocabulary is critical to 
understanding the concepts taught      
in school. It includes both specialized 
content vocabulary and high frequency 
precise vocabulary. 

Academic discourse is a structured  
dialogue that provides students       
with the vocabulary and syntax needed 
to discuss topics using academic 
language in meaningful contexts. 

+ 
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Register 
Register is a variety of language used for a 

particular purpose or in a particular setting. 

 

   

Playground 
kids, girls and boys, guys, 
sweetheart, dude… 

Classroom 
students, scholars, practitioners, 
collaborators, authors... 

Everyday 
talking marks, telling sentence, 
describing word, number, take 
away 

Academic 
quotations, declarative, 
hypothesis, integer, adjective, 
chrysalis, subtraction... 

General 
Tell me more, put in order, retell, 
change, share, think about 

Precise 
elaborate, sequence, summarize, 
report, consider, conjugate, 
eliminate... 



Group Talk  

Everyday      Academic 

Share            ________ 

Finish            ________ 

Help              ________ 

 

Replace the following everyday verbs with precise word choices: 



Skills Found in ELPS  
Listening and Speaking 

• Articulating and Distinguishing Phonemes 

• Read Alouds- Sequencing, Summarizing, Main 
Idea 

• Presentations 

• Discussions 

• Answering Comprehension Questions 

• Social Conversations 

• Following Multi-step Directions 

 



Skills Found in ELPS Vocabulary 

• Naming and categorizing objects 

• Recognize Sight Words/High Frequency words 

• Completing Synonym and Antonym word pairs 

• Grade specific Academic Vocabulary 

• Determine word meaning within context 



Table Talk  

Based on the given PI, think of 
an activity/lesson you could 
use with your class during your 
Oral Conversation and 
Vocabulary Block. 

Choose one person to read the story The Big Orange Splot. 



Sequencing 

• Read The Big Orange Splot to the class. 

• Have students sequence the story using pictures and 
sentence frames. 

l-LS-1:PE-4: sequencing a series of pictures from information shared in read-alouds, presentations, and conversations. 
I-LS-1:E-4:  using pictures and key words to sequence a series of events from information shared in read-alouds, presentations and conversations. 
I-LS-1: B-4:   using pictures and key words to sequence a series of events from information shared in read-alouds, and presentations, and conversations. 
I-LS-1:LI-4:  using sentence frames to sequence events from read-alouds, presentations, and conversations. 
I-LS-1:HI-5:  following multiple-step directions which include prepositions. 



• Read a section or a line from the text and choose one or two words as your 
targeted vocabulary words.  Asks students to listen again as your read your 
selection again. 

• It made a big orange splot on Mr. Plumbean’s house. 

• He planted palm trees, baobabs, thorn bushes, onions and frangipani. 

 

 

• Look for definitions or restatements in the sentences preceding and following the 
targeted word. 

•   It made a big orange splot on Mr. Plumbeans house.  “Ooooh! Too bad!’    

        everybody said.” Mr. Plumbean will have to paint his house again.” 

• That very night Mr. Plumbean got a truck full of green things.  He planted palm 
trees, baobabs,  thorn bushes, onions, and frangipani. 

 

 

• Have students use clues in the texts such as the picture in the story. 
What does the word splot mean?                                             What does the word plant mean? 

Vocabulary 

l-L-2:PE-6:  repeating vocabulary words with visual support. 
l-L-2:E-6:  associating vocabulary words and their meaning with instructional support. 
l-L-2:B-6:  associating vocabulary words and their meaning. 
l-L-2:LI-6:  determining word meaning within context with instructional support. 
l-L-2:HI-6:  determining word meaning within context 



 Print Concepts 

 Phonemic Awareness and Decoding 

 Comprehending Text 

 

Skills Found in ELPS Reading 



Comprehension Questions 

• The teacher reads the class The Big Orange Splot. 

 

• The teacher asks the class comprehension questions. 

 

 

• Students use a graphic organizer to help organize 
their thoughts and then answer the questions using 
complete sentences. 

 What?  How? Where? When? Why? 

I-R-3:PE-3: answering simple questions by using physical actions in response to text,  heard or read, that is highly predictable, uses repetitive syntax, and has linguistic 
redundancy. 
I-R-3:E-3:  answering simple questions or drawing pictures to respond to text, herd or read, that is highly predictable, uses repetitive syntax, and has linguistic redundancy. 
I-R-3:B-3:  answering comprehension questions to respond to text heard or read. 
I-R-3:LI-3:  using key words, phrases, and complete sentences to answer comprehension questions in response to text heard or read. 
I-R-3:HI-3:  using key words, phrases and complete sentences to answer open-ended comprehension questions when responding to text. 



Skills Found in ELPS Language Strand 

Parts of Speech 
• Nouns 

– singular and plural common nouns 
– nouns with articles 
– proper nouns 

• Verbs 
– subject-verb agreement 

• simple present tense 
• present progressive tense 
• simple past tense 
• simple future tense 

• Pronouns 
– singular and plural subject 

pronouns 

• Adjectives 
– color (what kind) 
– shape (what kind) 
– quantity (how many) 
– size (what kind) 
– Possessive (which one) 

 
 

 

• Adverbs 

– “when” adverbs 

• Prepositions 
– location 

– direction 

– time 

• Interjections 

• Conjunctions (and & or) 
 

 

 



Skills Found in ELPS Language Strand 

Construction 

Phrases and Clauses 
• Noun Phrases 

– adjective + noun 

– noun + conjunction + 
noun 

• Verbs Phrases 
– verb + adverb 

– adverb + verb 

– verb + conjunction + verb 

• Prepositional Phrases 
– preposition + noun 

 

Sentences 
• Subject + Verb (S-V) 

• Subject + Verb + 
Complement (S-V-C) 
– noun/pronoun + “to 

be” + noun 

– noun/pronoun + “to 
be” + adjective 

• Noun + “to be” + 
preposition + noun 

• Negative 
– noun/pronoun + “to 

be” + not + noun 

• Imperative 

 

 

Questions 
• Simple questions with 

inflection 

 

 



• Revisit the book  The Big Orange Splot and identify the 
(Who?) noun and (did What?) verb in a picture. 

 

 



S-V Concept Chart 

M (Picture) 

Common Nouns Verbs 

(Picture) man 
elephants 
crocodile  

to sit 
to hold 
to stand 
to sleep The man sits.  

I-L-1(SC):PE-2:  repeating a sentence containing a subject and a verb (S-V). 
I-L-1(SC):E-2:  completing a fill-in-the-blank sentence by providing a subject or a verb (S-V). 
I-L-1(SC):B-2:  forming a sentence using a given subject and verb (S-V). 
I-L-1(SC):LI-2: forming a sentence using given subjects and verbs (s-V). 
I-L-1(SC):HI-2:  producing sentences using S-V construction with subject-verb agreement. 



Writing a Narrative to express ideas. 

Writing an Expository response to describe, explain, 
or inform. 

Writing letters and real world tasks of providing 
directions or information 

Writing to respond to text 

Writing conventions 

Writing Process and Elements 

Skills Found in ELPS Writing 
 



Table Talk  

Based on the given PI, think 
of an activity/lesson you 
could use with your class 
during your Writing Block. 



Simple Sentences 
• As a class review what a character is. 

 

• Teacher explains to students that they are going to write sentences 
to describe a character in the story The Big Orange Splot. 

 

• As a class create a graphic organizer to help them describe one 
character using adjectives.  

 

• Then the teacher models how to use the graphic organizer and 
grammar rules to help create at least one sentence.   

 

• Students go back to their seats and write simple sentences by 
themselves using the grammar rules.  

I-W-1: PE-5: responding with drawings to literary selections. 
I-W-1: E-5: responding with shared writing and/or drawings to literary selections. 
I-W-1:B-5:  responding to literary selections with drawings, dictation or writing key, self-selected words. 
I-W-1: LI-5:  responding to literary selections by writing key, self-selected words or simple sentences. 
I-W-1: HI-5:  responding to literary selections by writing simple sentences. 



Time Allocations Full Day Kindergarten 
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1-LS-1: LI-4: using sentence 
frames to sequence events 
from  read-alouds, 
presentations, and 
conversations.  

 
Have students use 
picture cards to 
sequence The Big 
Orange Splot and then 
orally state the 
sequence to their 
partner. (30 min.) 

1-R-3: B-3: answering 

comprehension 

questions to respond 

to text heard or read.  

 

  

Close read with The 

Big Orange Splot -

2nd and 3rd read (45 

min.) 

1-L-1(ADJ):LI-1: using 

color/ shape/ 

quantity/size 

adjectives with 

nouns.  

 

1)Review S-V  

2) Revisit The Big 

Orange Splot 

3) Preview Sheet 

4) Anchor Chart 

5) Students write 

at  sentences 

using adjectives. 

(60 min.) 

1-W-1: LI-5: 
responding to literary 
selections by writing 
key,  self-selected 
words, or simple 

sentences.  
 
Students write 
about a character in 
The Big Orange 
Splot (character 
traits using 
adjectives). (20 
min.) 



1. http://www.azed.gov/english-language-learners/ 

Do you know where to find  
 ELP Professional Development? 

2. 

3. 

“Keeping Up With The Kinder Academy” is Tuesday  January 7th  





 
Secily Downes 

Education Program Specialist – OELAS 
Secily.Downes@azed.gov 

 
Lauren Zbyszinski 

Early Childhood Program Specialist 

Lauren.Zbyszinski@azed.gov 

 
Laura Zeleznak 

Education Program Specialist – OELAS 
Laura.Zeleznak@azed.gov 

 

CONTACT US 


