
 

 
 
 

Assessing Classroom Discourse: 
  

What do Kids Really  
Say in Class?  

 
 
 
 
 

Presented by: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Kevin Clark  
Director, Clark Consulting and Training, Inc. 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 



 2 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

AGENDA 
 
 
 

I. Welcome and Purpose   
 
 
 

II. Why We Can’t Hear (What Students Say)  -- And Why That Hurts Student Language Production 
a.            b.              c.                d.               e.               f.           

 
III. Listening to Students and Teachers: A Startling Intersection of Needs and Wants   

TASK#1:   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Description:    
If you want to know who is really doing the language work in a classroom, come to this session 
and learn readily applicable tools and strategies for determining if your students are speaking on 
grade level.  See how some simple—but eye-opening-- analyses can point the way to what 
teachers can do to help students speak more academically.  For administrators and coaches, gain 
a helpful way of supporting teachers in their quest to have students produce oral English at or 
even above grade level.  

   
 

Outcomes:  Participants in this session will:  
1. Understand why it is hard for us to really hear student classroom talk;  

 
2. See why transcribing a lesson is the best way to diagnose the health of your language 

development instruction and program;   
 

3. Learn how to determine if students are speaking below, at or above grade level.  
 

4. Have a plan for improving student classroom discourse.  
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IV. Determining Grade-Level Language Skills 

TASK #2: 
 

 
 
 
 
V. Sentence Length by Grade-Level Text  

Grade-Level Span   Grade-Level Span   

K-1  8-9  

2-3  10-11  

4-5  12+  

6-7  Post- Grad Academic Text  

 
 
VI. Back to the Classroom 

TASK #3:  The Lesson Transcription  
 
 

VII. Targeted Tactics for Enhancing Classroom Discourse  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
NOTES________________________________________________________________________ 
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Clark Consulting and Training, Inc. is a national consulting firm specializing in the design, implementation and measurement of educational programs for diverse student populations.  They can be reached 

at (559) 299-5855, or write to: Clark Consulting and Training, Inc., 772 Omaha Ave, Suite C, Clovis, CA 93619.  
Email address: clarkcon@comcast.net 
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