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While traveling in Southeastern Arizona recently, I came across a sign in a classroom that succinctly
summarized the essence of the things I have seen in Arizona schools. It said, “To teach is to touch a
life forever.”

As Superintendent, I have made traveling the state and visiting schools a priority. These visits have
provided me the opportunity to see firsthand the amazing work that is being done in schools, as well
as give communities the opportunity to let us know where we can help.

My trip to Southeastern Arizona was no different. The trip included visits to San Carlos Secondary
School, Safford High School, Thatcher High School, Eastern Arizona College and the Gila Valley
Institute for Technology, EAC Discovery Park, Dan Hinton Accommodation School, Pima High
School and Metcalf Elementary School.

We saw several examples of excellent CTE programs, including Mr. Ed Taylor’s Advanced Auto
Repair class at Safford High School. The work being done through the Gila Valley Institute for
Technology is giving high school students valuable college experiences. When I visited Ms. Andrea
Bagnall’s Sports Medicine Program, students were perfecting the art of wrapping various injuries that
can plague an athlete. As a former wrestler, I let the students know that I had suffered from many of
the ailments they were simulating and told them how impressed I was with their skills.

This trip also celebrated public and private partnerships in our schools. A visit to the EAC Discovery
Center demonstrated support of a local outdoor learning center through a partnership with Eastern
Arizona College.

I also observed the many contributions that Freeport McMoRan has made to these local communities.
In Morenci, Metcalf Elementary School was built with funding by Freeport McMoRan. Enthusiastic
teachers and students filled the halls and classrooms of this beautiful, new facility.

With more than 2,100 schools in Arizona, I know that I will not be able to visit every campus but I
know that you are touching lives forever all around our great state. I am grateful to those who have

welcomed me and look forward to my next trip! % i




General News

Washington Elementary School District sees
outstanding results from 215t CCLC grant

Thanks in part to the 21 Century Community Learning
Centers (21 CCLC) program, one Phoenix elementary
school successfully raised its letter grade rating from a
D to a B.

Richard E. Miller Elementary School, along with 21 other
schools in the Washington Elementary School District
(WESD), received help
from a 21 CCLC grant
that helped establish
after-school academic
and enrichment
programs.

During the past year,
Richard E. Miller’s
combination of
academic intervention and academic enrichment programs
led to more involvement from parents and community
members, leading to a gain of $16,000 in resources to
support the continuation of these after-school programs.

The district at large served 9,087 students and saw
continuous improvement in all schools. In an August
meeting with the principals of each school in WESD, school

leaders attributed much of the success to strong support from

the state and leaders in their district office.

Principals shifted their focus from the previous year and
built their goals based on creating a positive academic
culture on campus. By looking at student data throughout the
year, the schools were better able to target intervention so it
would directly help students.

The schools also rallied to increase teacher
involvement. By engaging teachers in time management
and by offering incentives, the schools were able to
vastly increase the number of teacher hours for after-
school instruction. This, in turn, resulted in increased
academic gains.

WESD saw results both in students who didn’t want to miss
a single day and in mind-blowing attendance — up to 1,200
people — at math nights.

For more information about 21% Century Community
Learning Centers, please visit www.azed.gov/century-

learning-centers.
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Superintendent of Public Instruction John Huppenthal
has proclaimed November Family Engagement Month.

November’s designation as Family Engagement Month
is aligned with the Arizona Department of Education’s
Family Engagement Initiative, which has been in place
since 2012. Through the Initiative, the Department is
working to strengthen important relationships between
families, schools and communities to insure that
children receive the support they need to succeed.

Research shows that increased communication
between schools and families helps the learning
process, as learning doesn’t end when students leave
school for the day. Collaboration between schools and
families is necessary to provide an appropriate support
system for students.

By monitoring homework and working with children
in home-based learning activities, families are better

November is Family
Engagement Month

able to both understand and help students meet
academic expectations and developmental milestones.

Likewise, schools that include families in decision-
making processes and create an environment that
respects linguistic, cultural and socioeconomic
differences do a better job of engaging families and
students.

For more information about the Family Engagement

Initiative, please visit www.azed.gov/parents/
familyengagement.
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Attention educators: Discounted tickets

available from Phoenix Symphony

The Phoenix Symphony offers an educator club
discount to any K-12 classroom teacher, music teacher,
principal, district arts coordinator or superintendent.

Apply online at www.phoenixsymphony.org/tickets/
educator-club and allow two to three weeks for your
membership to be verified. The club allows educators
and one guest to pick up tickets to any Classics, Pop or
Family concert at 50 percent off the individual ticket
price.

Progress Report November 2013

The winter season includes the beloved Holiday Pops
concert, as well as a show based on the Caldecott
Medal-winning book “The Polar Express” and a tribute
to Broadway show-stopping tunes, so get your tickets
soon!

X the
phoenix
symphony
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Cochise County instructor named
Arizona History Teacher of the Year

The Gilder Lehrman Institute of American History
has recognized a Cochise County instructor as the
2013 Arizona History Teacher of the Year.

Kevin McBeth, a fourth-grade teacher at Naco
Elementary School, has dedicated the last year to
helping his students, 90 percent of whom are English
Language Learners, share his passion for history.

Now in his second year at the school, McBeth
emphasizes the role today’s students will play in
creating tomorrow’s history. He tries to bring history
to life for the class, whether by writing songs the

students
perform or
allowing
them to
dress up as
historical figure for “Historic Halloween.”

McBeth will receive a $1,000 prize and classroom
resources for use in continuing to inspire history
students.

For more information about the award, please visit
www.azed.gov/constituent-services/hyot/.

Four Arizona schools receive Blue Ribbon honors

Much as the blue ribbon signifies first place at

field days and county fairs, the US Department of
Education Blue Ribbon Program recognizes schools
across the country that have achieved high standards
of academic excellence.

This year, four Arizona schools — Chandler
Traditional Academy - Liberty Campus, Sabino High
School, Francisco Vasquez de Coronado Elementary
and Xavier College Preparatory Roman Catholic
High School — earned the award, four of 286 schools
nationwide.

As National Blue Ribbon Schools, these four
institutions have continuously had students
perform at high levels or have shown significant
student improvement while serving students from
disadvantaged backgrounds.

ermber 2013

Chandler Traditional Academy - Liberty Campus has
consistently had more than 90 percent of students
pass the AIMS test in the last three years and
received a rating of “A” this past year.

Sabino High School in Tucson and Francisco
Vasquez de Coronado have also consistently passed
a majority of their students and received “A” ratings.
While Phoenix’s Xavier College Preparatory Roman
Catholic High School is a private school and not
rated by the state, it has high rates of AP test pass
results and 98 percent of its students matriculate to
four year universities.

These four schools were recognized in a ceremony in
Washington, D.C., on Nov. 18 and 19.

For more information about the program, please visit
www2.ed.gov/programs/nclbbrs/index.html.
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Spotlight on Innovation: Palomino Intermediate School

Arizona Department of Education recognizes Phoenix school for innovative mathematics learning

The Arizona Department of Education launched its new Spotlight on Innovation
Award by celebrating Palomino Intermediate School in the Paradise Valley Unified
School District for its exemplary achievement in math during an on-campus assembly
on Sept. 20.

The Spotlight on Innovation Program, which launched this academic year, aims
to identify and highlight schools and districts that have implemented cutting-
edge technology in classrooms and have used these new tools to increase student
achievement. By adopting this technology, these schools have
demonstrated the ability to incorporate digital content into traditional
teaching, a major focus of ADE’s Innovative Learning Division.

The program will feature four schools throughout the year—two in the
fall and two in the spring — and will congratulate and reward schools that
have had notable student improvement through the use of innovative
technology and showcase these schools as examples and resources for
others looking to follow suit.

ADE will recognize both district and charter schools that have shown
significant student achievement. While charter schools may in some
cases have the ability to more easily operate on the cutting edge of
education technology, the department is confident that several district
schools can be an example to others
looking to improve the quality of learning
outside the boundaries of traditional
instruction.

Located in North Phoenix, Palomino
Intermediate educates grades 4-6. Of

its 422 students, 44 percent are English
Language Learners and 94 percent qualify
for free or reduced lunch. Historically, the
school has struggled with test scores and
administrators have faced challenges in
part because of these demographics. After
a change in leadership and an enhanced
culture of discipline, Palomino Intermediate
introduced a new program, Spatial
Temporal (ST) Math, two years ago.

Developed by the nonprofit MIND
Research Institute, ST Math is a series of
technology-based educational software that
uses visual instruction in the form of games
to convey math concepts aligned with state
standards. Problem-solving is a key element
of the instruction.
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Spotlight (continued)

ST Math has been implemented in areas across the

country and is now gaining traction in Arizona. Palomino
Intermediate was one of 14 pilot schools to start the ST Math
program in Arizona with the help of a Cisco Foundation
grant. The results statewide have been promising,

but Palomino in particular has had encouraging test
improvement, with movement from 32 percent of students
passing the AIMS math section in 2010 to 48 percent
passing in 2013.

The math program, though promising, is only a
vehicle of innovation and is powerless without
strong educators behind it. Palomino Intermediate’s
staff has shown tremendous leadership, foresight
and perseverance to push ST Math to its full
potential, using award assemblies and other forms
of recognition to encourage student work.

ADE is committed to bringing attention to Spotlight
on Innovation schools and building a repository of
information other schools can look to as they try

to embark upon the same journey. The Innovative
Learning Division understands that teachers and
administrators often don't have the time or the
resources to research and find innovative learning
techniques that can be applied to their schools,
which is why such recognition is an important
resource.

Visit the Spotlight on Innovation page on the
department’s website to learn more about these

schools and programs.
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Upcoming Conferences

2013 MEGA Conference

Spark Innovation
Dates: Nov. 19-21

Location: The Wigwam, 300 E. Wigwam Blvd., Litchfield Park, AZ, 85340

Keynote Speakers: Dr. Rena F. Subotnik, director of the Center for Psychology in Schools and Education at the American
Psychological Association and Leigh M. Manasevit, an attorney in the field of education law.

Conference Details:
The 2013 MEGA Conference will highlight innovation in schools and programs that have replaced standard practices
with more effective ones to continuously improve. Educators can learn from peers who have used innovation and existing
resources to create more success for students.

For more information, please visit the MEGA Conference event page. MEGA COHfCTCHC@
November 19-21, 2013

Spark Innovation

Safe and Supportive Schools Conference: Prevention — Intervention — Response
One Year After Sandy Hook: What Have We Learned?
Dates: Dec. 4

Location: Black Canyon Conference Center, Phoenix, AZ
Keynote Speaker: Ken Trump, president of the National School Safety and Security Services

Conference Details: A year after the Sandy Hook School shootings, this conference focuses on preparing administrators at
the district and school level to plan for emergencies and assess threats in the school level. Keynote speaker Ken Trump,
who has had more than 25 years of experience in school security and emergency preparedness, will lead the conference in
discussions about how to best improve school safety.

Workshop Session Topics:
e Emergency response planning
e Managing parent and media communication
e Incident Command System (ICS)
e Bullying prevention/school climate
e School-based threat assessment
e Mental health in schools
To register, mail payment ($65 per person) to

Arizona Department of Education
Attn: Barbara Michlin

1535 W. Jefferson, Bin 29
Phoenix, AZ, 85004

And send purchase order via email to Barbara.Michlin@azed.gov or
fax to 602-364-1938, attn: Barbara Michlin

For more information, please visit the conference event page.
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Upcoming Conferences (continued)

OELAS 2013 Conference

Focusing Instruction through the Language Lens

Dates: Dec. 11 - 13

Location: JW Marriot Tucson Starr Pass, Tucson, Ariz.

Overview:
This three-day conference focuses on helping ELL students, teachers and administrators achieve academic success. As
students prepare for daunting tests such as AZELLA and AIMS, the skills educators take away from this conference can
help them become more effective at teaching English as a second language.

Featured Speakers:

e Kylene Beers, author of “When Kids Can’t Read/What
Teachers Can Do”

e Kevin Clark, founder of California-based Clark
Consulting and Training, Inc.

e Patricia Cunningham, education professor at Wake
Forest University

e Judi Dodson, national LETRS trainer
e Susan Ebbers, blogger behind Vocabulogic

e Susan Hall, Ed.D, founder and president of 95 Percent
Group

e Heidi Koski, expert on grammar-based ELD
instruction

e Bob Probst, author of “Response and Analysis”
e Heidi Rochin, ELD training consultant
e (Carol Rothenberg, literacy and ELL consultant

e Tim Shanahan, Distinguished Professor of Urban
Education at the University of Illinois-Chicago

e Bradley Williams, ELD trainer and consultant

For more information, please visit the OELAS
Conference event page.
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School and Student Superlatives

Two groups of future leaders partner for unforgettable camp

What do America’s future family, career and FFCLA is a nonprofit student organization with
community leaders have in common with the country’s more than 200,000 students across the nation. The
future health professionals? From Sept. 12-14, they organization prepares students for careers in family
were all camping in the pines of Prescott. and consumer sciences through chapter projects and

education focusing on roles of family members, wage
The 2013 chapter leadership camp, titled “Stay Calm earners and community leaders.

and Lead,” brought together more than 230 members
and advisers from 17 chapters of the Family, Career h

and Community Leaders of America and 13 chapters ;%tgl%%
\ professionals

of the Health Occupation Students of America to focus
on developing leadership skills. HRIZU”H
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The chapter leadership camp will return next year, but
before then, watch for career and skills conferences in
each Family and Consumer Science area in January

The Ultimate

and February 2014. These conferences will help Ei:?;'i;i*ii’
FCCLA students prepare for competitions and their ARIZONA

future careers.

DECALYMPICS
T-—

Students battle it out in [

Competition was the name of the game in mid-September,
this year’s Arizona DECAlympics Leadership Camp near

In teams of 15, students competed against other teams in p
conquering their fears and learning to trust each other. The
as the informative workshops held the next day for these D
of leaders and entrepreneurs in Arizona.

DECA has operating chapters in more than 105 high schoo
and colleges in Arizona and boasts a membership of more
than 7,000 students, teachers and business professionals.

These students prepare for careers making changes in the
fields of marketing, finance, hospitality and management.
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Arizona FEA Student Leadership Power Day
teaches employability skills

High school students from across Arizona gathered training. Student leaders in the program could map out
at Estrella Mountain Community College on Sept. their FEA chapters’ activities and seek resources for
24 to learn how to become employable, a few years service projects.

before any of them have to step foot in a professional

workplace.

The Arizona Future Educators Association State
Officer Team hosted the Leadership Power Day in
Avondale for student members of the association. At it,
students learned skills such as leadership, goal setting,
event planning, time management and team building.

Each student was also able to develop his or her own
personal Leadership Action Plan to identify how he or
she could use the skills developed during the day-long

FUTURE: EDUCATORS ASSOCIATION

Future business leaders learn the ropes at leadership camp

For members and advisers of Arizona chapters of There, they participated in leadership development
the Future Business Leaders of America, “Betting activities and a “Got Talent?” program while learning
on Business” is always a safe risk. More than 230 more about careers in business.

members and advisers took this bet when they attended

the 2013 FBLA Arizona Leadership Camp in Prescott Attendees also learned about the annual Fall

between Sept. 26 and 28. Leadership Extravaganza, which took place on

Nov. 8. It was cohosted by the Arizona Chapters of
Health Occupation Students of America.

More information about both events and a video recap
\ of the camp are available at www.azfbla.org.
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Resources & More

Important Updates from ADE’s K-12 Standards Section

K-12 Standards now has a Twitter Account
The K-12 Standards Section has its own Twitter handle, @AZK12Standards. Follow it to get event reminders, links
to interesting articles and conversations with educators in bite-size snippets of 140 or fewer characters.

Save the date: Developing Readers in Disciplinary Literacy

Join author, educator and literary consultant Doug Buehl at the Arizona Science Center on Jan. 16 for a one-day
workshop on boosting student literary comprehension in all academic disciplines. Attendees will receive a copy of
Buehl’s book “Developing Readers in the Academic Disciplines.” Learn more.

I

November 2013

Day Event
19-21 | MEGA Conference
25 Implementing Arizona’s Math Standards in High School
28 Thanksgiving Day — ADE Offices Closed
December 2013
Day Event
2 Integrating Mathematical Practices in Instruction: Grades K-5
4 Safe and Supportive Schools Conference: Prevention — Intervention — Response
Close Reading In the Classroom - Arizona's College and Career Ready Standards English Language Arts Phase Il
6 Future Farmers of America (FFA): Midwinter Leadership Conference (ASU Polytechnic campus)
6-7 Future Farmers of America (FFA): Chapter Officer Leadership Training (Mesa)
6 Future Farmers of America (FFA): State Officer Candidate workshop (Mesa)
7 2013 AZ ASCD Winter Conference
10 Special Engagement: Literacy and the Common Core with Doug Fisher
11-13 | OELAS 2013 Conference
13 Special Engagement: Using Socratic Seminar to Meet Common Core Standards with Diana Green
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