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February 13, 2012

The Honorable Mr. Michael Yudin
,
Assistant Secretary for Elementary and Secondary Education
United States Department of Education
Office of Elementary and Secondary Education
400 Maryland Avenue, S.W.
Washington, D.C.  20202

RE:  Request for Waiver of Section 421(b) of the General Education Act (20 U.S.C. § 1225(b)) to Extend the Availability of FFY2010 Title I School Improvement 1003(a) and 1003(g) Funds.

Dear Assistant Secretary Yudin:

On behalf of the Arizona Department of Education (ADE), I am writing to request a waiver to extend the availability of FFY2010 sections 1003(a) and 1003(g) School Improvement funds to September 30, 2013.  Approval of this request would allow us to use these funds to continue to implement effectively and efficiently the critical systems of support and prevention described in our approved SIG application, including increasing the quality of instruction and improving the academic achievement of students in all schools by supporting rigorous reform efforts.

Currently, we have approximately $2.1 million of unallocated FFY2010 1003(a) funds. These funds were made available to Local Education Agencies (LEAs) for use in the current fiscal year; however, there were numerous LEAs that either did not apply for subgrant funding or could not demonstrate the capacity to use these funds.

In addition, while FFY2010 1003(g) funds have been fully allocated to Cohort 2 SIG LEAs to support Cohort 2 SIG schools during their first year of funding, we are unable to determine if these funds will have been fully expended by the end of their current Tydings period (September 30, 2012).
 
Our intent is to use these School Improvement funds to:

· First, ensure that Cohort 2 SIG awards are fully funded in year 2 of their grant cycle.
· Second, strategically and effectively expend these funds in a thoughtful, focused and meaningful way to address the professional development and technical assistance requirements of our LEAs and schools in improvement status that demonstrate the greatest need, particularly in some of the most isolated and educationally challenged Native American communities in rural Arizona. 





Arizona reiterates its assurance that FFY2010 section 1003(g) School Improvement funds will be used exclusively to implement one of the required school intervention models in currently approved Cohort 2 LEAs and schools consistent with the SIG final requirements.

In addition, Arizona ensures that the following conditions will be met:
1. Arizona will only award FFY2010 sections 1003(a) and 1003(g) School Improvement funds to Title I schools that have been identified for improvement corrective action, or restructuring.
2. Arizona will include all funded Tiers I, II and III schools in the SIG reporting required under section III.A of the final requirements for the SIG program, pursuant to the reporting requirements for a State receiving a waiver under section 9401(e)(2) of the ESEA.
3. Arizona will ensure that in allocating FFY2010 section 1003(a) funds to LEAs, priority will be given to LEAs that:
a. serve the lowest achieving schools;
b. demonstrate the need for such funds; and
c. demonstrate the strongest commitment to ensuring that such funds are used to enable the lowest-achieving schools to meet the progress goals in school improvement plans under section 1116 (b)(3)(A)(v). 

Thank you in advance for your consideration of our request for a waiver to extend the availability of FFY2010 sections 1003(a) and 1003(g) funds, to September 30, 2013.

Please contact Angela Denning Deputy Associate Superintendent, School Improvement & Intervention if you have questions or need additional information at Angela.Denning@azed.gov or (602)-364-2281.

Sincerely,




J. Elliott Hibbs
Deputy Superintendent

JEH/rv/nc


cc:	Angela Denning, Deputy Associate Superintendent, Arizona Department of Education
Marv Lamer, Associate Superintendent, Arizona Department of Education
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