Dear Colleagues and Partners:

The school year is coming to a close. Now is the time to begin your promotion of the Summer Meals Program to ensure no child goes hungry this summer. It can be as easy as sharing a Facebook message or Tweet!

As a reminder, please use the following messages and resources below, share with your State and local partner organizations, and families in need.

Thank you for supporting childhood nutrition and health this summer.


Sample Text Message

Free lunches for teens and children up to age 18 years!  No application, no registration – just show up at lunch (or breakfast) time and get a healthy and delicious meal. Call 866-3Hungry or 877-8Hambre to find a location near you.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Sample Talking Points for  Office Workers/Educators/Outreach Workers

· Your child/children 18 years and younger are eligible for FREE meals during the summer.  
· There are no applications and no need to submit eligibility documents.  
· The teens and children only need to show up at a site during meal time to receive a nutritious lunch, breakfast, snack, or supper.
· You can find a meal site by calling the USDA National Hunger Hotline 1 (866) 3 Hungry or 1 (877) 8 Hambre [OR 2-1-1, if available]

Summer Meals Flyers

Distribute the “Summer Food Rocks” flyer (or your State’s own Summer Meals materials) to EVERY SINGLE FAMILY that your organization interacts with (so that everyone knows where their teens and children can get free meals this summer. The flyer provides a toll-free number to help connect parents and children to sites that serve Summer Meals. 

“Summer Food Rocks” Flyers: English / Spanish 

“Meet Up” Flyers (for teens): English / Spanish


Web Banner:
The webmaster for the various sites may want to reference the following info to ensure the image links properly.

Webmaster: Depending on where you place your image files, you may want to use the following code:

<A HREF="http://www.fns.usda.gov/summerfoodrocks"><IMG SRC="images/ USDA-Summer-Meals-2015.jpg” border="0" alt="USDA link to Summer Food Rocks Website"></a>

If you are using a content management system for your site and need to know the exact website address for the attached image to link to, it is: http://www.fns.usda.gov/summerfoodrocks


Sample Tweets: 
Individuals, schools & communities can help connect eligible low-income children to summer meals http://ow.ly/sQ4qT #SummerFoodRocks 

The @USDA Summer Food Service Program provides meals to low-income children when school is out! http://ow.ly/sQ4qT #SummerFoodRocks 

When school is out, many low-income families who rely on school meals don’t get the food they need http://ow.ly/sQ4qT #SummerFoodRocks 

Summer meals sites are located in many communities across the US, especially in low-income areas http://ow.ly/sQ4qT #SummerFoodRocks


Sample Facebook posts: 
Children need good nutrition all year long. When school is out during the summer months, many children no longer have access to even one nutritious meal each day. The Summer Food Service Program (SFSP) helps to fill the gap. To find a site, call 1-866-3-Hungry or 1-877-8-Hambre or visit the http://www.fns.usda.gov/summerfoodrocks

During the school year, more than 31 million children receive free and reduced-price breakfast and lunch through the School Breakfast and National School Lunch Programs. But what happens when school lets out? The Summer Food Service Program is designed to make sure children can get the nutritious meals they need during the summer months so they’re ready to learn when they return to school in the fall. To find a site, call 1-866-3-Hungry or 1-877-8-Hambre or visit the http://www.fns.usda.gov/summerfoodrocks

If you or your organization is interested in helping us get the word out about SFSP, then go to the Food and Nutrition Service Summer Food website, www.summerfood.usda.gov. The Summer Food Service Program (SFSP) outreach toolkit includes sample outreach plans, templates, customizable flyers, door hangers, letters to parents, activity sheets for children, and attendance certificates. The toolkit is available in both English and Spanish.

Questions?
If you have any questions or need additional information, please contact the agency in your state that operates summer meals. For a list of contacts follow this link:
http://www.fns.usda.gov/sfsp/sfsp-contacts

