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Bringing children to your site every day requires a little bit of marketing.  Samples of press releases and other promotional materials are on the following pages and just need to be personalized for your sites.  You can replace the information between the brackets [ ] with your site’s information.  Other items with special formatting are in separate files that you can print then add your own site information. Here are some ideas to get you started on making your summer program a success:
Really easy ways to advertise for free
· Advertise in school newsletters (see sample, pg 3)
· Put information and photos on district and community websites, Twitter, Facebook,  (see samples, pg 3)
· Add a message to May’s school lunch menu
· Speak briefly at the final PTA/PTO meeting of the school year
· Send a press release to the local paper (see sample, pg 5)
· Invite a local reporter to your site during meal service (see sample, pg 6)
Other ways to advertise for free or minimal cost
· Have a summer meals poster contest, post winning  entries at local libraries or other prominent locations (see sample contest rules, pg 4)
· Place a free PSA on a local cable channel or radio station (see sample, pg 7)
· Have information added to the community calendar section of the local paper
· Work with a local grocery store to have grocery bags printed with SFSP info.  Alternatively, ask for large quantity of their paper bags, have kids decorate them, and add information about summer sites on bag or add a flyer inside.  Return them to the store to be used during summer.
· Give flyers and/or hang posters at WIC offices, health clinics, social service agencies, SNAP outreach agencies (see separate file)
· Display posters at apartment complexes, Laundromats, local supermarkets, community centers, pools, daycare/child care centers, pediatricians/clinics, places of worship, local Starbucks, libraries, food pantries, thrift stores, convenience stores, movie theaters (see separate file)
· Deliver flyers or use door hangers for all apartments in a complex that serves as a site (see separate file)
· Print refrigerator magnets to go home with report cards (see separate file)
· Ask your local utility provider to put a flyer or bookmark in utility bills
· Print bookmarks with information about your program to give away at school and public libraries (see separate file)
· Post a calendar of activities and programming at prominent community locations (see sample pg 8)
Moderate cost advertising with multi-year use
· Magnetic signs on school vehicles
· Large banners with grommets
· Sandwich board signs
Ways to Keep kids coming back
· Have random “door prizes” – ideas include books, crayons, colored pencils, notepads, fancy pencils with erasers, stickers, inflatable beach balls, school supplies, sunglasses, sidewalk chalk, dollar store items, items donated from local businesses such as movie tickets, swim passes, restaurant gift cards, bus passes
· Have an end of week raffle – each day that a child comes they can put their name in for the drawing, have random “double” name days where they can put their name in twice.  Have drawing at the end of the week.
· Offer an end of summer prize that is larger than other giveaways – keep tickets from weekly raffle to use for end of summer raffle 
· Get local mascots/sports figures to visit
· Have games for kids to play when done eating – board games or outdoor games
· Reward kids who bring a friend – extra entry into raffle, small prize, etc.
· Do a small craft with them (see resources below for details)
· Team up with your local library or Snap-Ed office to schedule activities
· Develop a calendar or schedule of activities to give to kids and parents (see sample, pg 8)
· Use high school or college students or older adults to run activities
· Recruit volunteers to read with/to students (see sample, pg 8)
What other places have done – resources
Activity Resource Guide (http://www.vsuw.org/files/2014_SFSP_Activity_Resource_Guide_FINALsm.pdf) 
You can find information about places that will bring activities to your site (usually for a fee).  Resources are mainly in Maricopa County, but you can use it for ideas of places to contact in your area.    
Montana’s activity toolkit (http://www.opi.mt.gov/pdf/SchoolFood/Summer/13SFSPActivityToolkit.pdf )
This toolkit has lots of low cost craft ideas with directions, sample calendar of activities, and more
Community Servings/Project Bread Activity Toolkit (http://meals4kids.org/sites/default/files/Nutrition%20Education%20Toolkit.pdf )
This kit has a variety of food, nutrition, and health based activities with directions and printable materials.
No Kid Hungry (http://bestpractices.nokidhungry.org/summer-meals/sodexo-summer-meals-outreach-toolkit) This site has links to outreach and marketing resources.
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If you have questions or need assistance, please contact me at
shawn@azfoodbanks.org or call 602-528-3434.
SAMPLE PARAGRAPHS FOR NEWSLETTERS, FACEBOOK, TWITTER

Early spring newsletter:
Did you know your student(s) can get free meals this summer?  During the school year, we proudly serve nutritious meals at school.  Since hunger doesn’t take a vacation, we also offer breakfast and lunch weekdays during the summer.   The Summer Food Service Program (SFSP) helps kids get the essential nutrition they need when school is out.  This summer a free nutritious breakfast and lunch will be served to kids every day here at school.  Meals are free to all kids 18 years of age and under.  Don’t miss out on this chance to help keep kids growing strong and healthy all through the summer.  Watch for more information before the school year ends!
Late spring/near year-end:
During the school year, kids get nutritious meals at school.  Kids are just as hungry in the summer, when school is out!  The Summer Food Service Program (SFSP) helps children and teens get the essential nutrition they need during the summer months.  This summer we will serve breakfast and lunch to kids every day - free!  Meals are open to all kids 18 years of age and under.  No sign-up or paperwork is required.  
Where?  	[Central Community Center gym]
Dates?  	[May 26 thru July 31, Monday – Friday]
Times?  	[Breakfast from 8:30-9:00am, Lunch from noon – 1pm]
Who? 	All kids 18 years of age and under  
Cost:  		Free!  

Kids need nutritious meals all summer to be ready for the next school year.  The SFSP is food that’s in when school is out! 
Facebook
Free food and fun for kids 18 years of age and under this summer!  [Organization name] is offering free breakfast and lunch to children and teens at [locations].  Meals service will run from [May 26 to July 31, 2015].  [Breakfast is served from 7:30 – 9am and lunch is served from 11:30am – 1pm.]
Twitter
#Free #summermeals -kids get food needed 2 stay healthy in the summer. Find a site at azsummerfood.gov or call 602-542-8700
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[image: ]Summer Meals Poster Contest
As part of our Summer Food Service Program (SFSP) this year [name of organization] is holding a poster contest.  We are looking for posters that encourage students to come and have [breakfast and lunch] at our summer meal sites.  The winning posters will be displayed at [name of prominent location such as library or store] and the winners will receive [$10 cash or gift card].  One winner will be chosen from each grade level group: preschool – second grade, third – seventh grade, and eighth – twelfth grade. 
Our summer food service program will operate from [May 26 – July 31] at the following sites [list open sites].  [Breakfast is served from 8 -9 AM and lunch is served from 11:30 AM to 1PM Monday through Friday.]  Meals are free to all children 18 years of age and younger.
Contest rules:
· Contest is open to students [enrolled in our district] in preschool through twelfth grade.
· Only submit one entry per student.
· Entries that are clearly completed by the student will receive higher points than those with adult help.
· Poster should be on 11”x17” or 12”x 18” paper, construction paper, or poster board.
· Entry form (from below) should be attached to the back of the poster – do not put student’s name or other identifying information on the front.
· Posters will not be returned.
Entries are due to [your school’s office by noon on May 15, 2015.]
Winners will be announced [May 22, 2015.]



*attach this card to the back of the poster
Artist’s name ________________________________________
School name ________________________________________
Teacher’s name ______________________________________ 
Grade ______


FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:  [Date]                                               Contact: [your name and phone #]

Food That’s In When School Is Out

	[City/Date] -  [Name of sponsor/site] is working to make sure that no children in [name of city/town/community] go hungry when school is done for the summer. [Add appropriate county info from below] receive free or reduced-price meals during the school year, but many of these children do not get enough to eat when school is out.  The Summer Food Service Program (SFSP) ensures that all children continue to grow and learn during the summer.	
 	The Summer Food Service Program, sponsored by the U.S. Department of Agriculture, is the largest federal resource available for local programs that combine meal time with recreational and educational activities. Some sites are open in conjunction with summer school while others can be found at places such as libraries and community centers.
	In Arizona during the summer of 2014, 1.9 million meals were served to children at summer feeding sites throughout the state.  This year our goal is to serve more meals to more children.
	The Summer Food Service Program is a federally funded program operated nationally by the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) and administered by a State Agency.  Eligible sponsors such as non-profit organizations, schools and local governments serve nutritious meals and snacks free to children and teens 18 years old and under during the summer months. Students do not need to sign up or prove income eligibility to receive a free meal.
	To find a site in Arizona, call 602-542-8700 or go to www.azsummerfood.gov

County data to personalize the beginning of the second line for your county (delete before sending):
Almost 12,000 children in Apache County
Over 12,000 children in Cochise County
Almost 12,000 children in Coconino County
Over 5,000 children in Gila County
Over 3,000 children in Graham County
Over 800 children in Greenlee County
Over 11,000 children in La Paz County
Over 390,000 children in Maricopa County
Almost 16,000 children in Mohave County
Over 14,000 children in Navajo County
Over 90,000 children in Pima County
Almost 33,000 children in Pinal County
Over 8,600 children in Santa Cruz County
Around 14,000 children in Yavapai County
Over 29,000 children in Yuma County



Date:
Contact person:
Phone:				Email:

Dear Editor:

Each summer children are anxious for the last bell of the school year. For some, summer is an exciting time to play with friends, spend a week at camp, go on a family vacation, or swim at the pool. But for many children who receive free and reduced-price meals at school, summer can mean hunger. Just as learning does not end when school lets out, neither does a child’s need for good nutrition.

[Organization’s name] provides free meals to children and teens during the summer as part of the USDA Summer Food Service Program. This summer, meals will be served at [insert location] on [insert days] at [insert times]. There are no income requirements or registration. Any child or teen 18 years of age and under may come to eat.

I encourage [media station or paper’s name] to cover our feeding site since many children in the community could benefit from the program. [Insert your county’s data – see below] qualify for free or reduced price lunch during the school year.

You may find the following list of story ideas helpful:
• A general story about our site that includes interviews with our staff and volunteers.
• A day at [Summer Food Service Program] story that gives first-hand experience about your visit.
• A profile of a needy family, whose children come to the site for meals.

I am happy to help set up a visit or interviews or provide more information. Thank you for your consideration in helping us spread the word about this great program.

Sincerely,

County data for 3rd paragraph (delete before sending):
Almost 12,000 children in Apache County 
Over 12,000 children in Cochise County
Almost 12,000 children in Coconino County
Over 5,000 children in Gila County
Over 3,000 children in Graham County
Over 800 children in Greenlee County
Over 11,000 children in La Paz County
Over 390,000 children in Maricopa County
Almost 16,000 children in Mohave County
Over 14,000 children in Navajo County
Over 90,000 children in Pima County
Almost 33,000 children in Pinal County
Over 8,600 children in Santa Cruz County
Around 14,000 children in Yavapai County
Over 29,000 children in Yuma County
SUMMER FOOD SERVICE PROGRAM PSA

(30 SECONDS) 							79 WORDS 

DURING THE SCHOOL YEAR THOUSANDS OF ARIZONA STUDENTS RELY ON SCHOOL MEALS TO MEET THEIR NUTRITIONAL NEEDS.  JUST AS LEARNING DOES NOT END WHEN SCHOOL LETS OUT, NEITHER DOES THE NEED FOR GOOD NUTRITION. DID YOU KNOW THAT THE SUMMER FOOD SERVICE PROGRAM HELPS CHILDREN GET THE NUTRITION THEY NEED DURING THE SUMMER?  FREE MEALS MAY BE AS CLOSE AS YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD SCHOOL, PARK, OR COMMUNITY CENTER.  TO FIND A SITE NEAR YOU CALL 602-542-8700 OR GO TO AZSUMMERFOOD.GOV.


SAMPLE CALENDAR
	MONDAY
	TUESDAY
	WEDNESDAY
	THURSDAY
	FRIDAY

	Water safety lesson
	Read with a volunteer day
	Craft day:  making hats
	Visit from police department
	Game Day: kickball

	Learn to sew on a button
	Read with a volunteer day
	Craft day:  decorate cookies
	Snap-Ed nutrition lesson
	Game Day: board games

	Healthful snack make –n-take
	Read with a volunteer day
	Craft day:  make birdfeeders
	Visit from fire department
	Game Day: freeze tag

	Fruit & Veggie taste testing
	Read with a volunteer day
	Craft day:  making hats
	Visit from local karate school
	Game Day: card games



VOLUNTEER RECRUITMENT MESSAGE
[bookmark: _GoBack]Did you know students who rely on school meals during the school year can also receive meals during the summer?  [Name of Organization] runs the Summer Food Service Program from [May 26 – July 31] at the following locations: [list locations].  Students 18 years of age and younger can visit our sites and enjoy a free [breakfast and lunch].  We are in need of volunteers to assist with activities [for an hour] before the lunch service.  If you have time to give and/or a skill to share, we would love to hear from you.  We would like to do the following activities with our students (materials are provided):  [decorating cookies, teaching to sew a button, reading to/with students, coloring/drawing, playing board games like Sorry, making hats, etc.]  We can also use assistance with meal service and clean-up.  We would prefer volunteers to help once a week (or more often) from [11am – 1pm], but we also welcome your assistance with whatever your schedule allows.  Please contact [name of contact person] at [phone number] to discuss this opportunity.  
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