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Welcome Back to Arizona Child Nutrition Programs: School Year 2012-2013

At the start of each school year, the Arizona Department of Education, Health and Nutrition
Services (HNS) unit reaches out to Local Educational Agencies (LEAS) who participate in the
National School Lunch Program (NSLP). We would like to take this opportunity at the start of
the 2012-2013 school year to provide you with information pertaining to program operations and
services from the State agency. This memo will be followed by a Welcome Back phone call from
the program specialist assigned to your organization.

Communication

HNS Specialists and the Specialists of the Day

Each LEA participating in the NSLP has an assigned specialist from HNS. This is the
person the LEA should contact for program/regulatory questions, special requests, and
ongoing support. The assigned specialist is responsible for approving your annual site
and sponsor applications in CNP Web, including any modifications made throughout the
school year. To locate the email and phone number of your assigned specialist, please see
the top of your Sponsor application. Specialists record a voice message greeting to inform
you of their availability for the day and will provide an extended message on the phone
and on email when they will be away from the office. When contacting your assigned
specialist, you should expect a normal response time of less than 24-hours.

For normal business communication, it is best to work with your assigned specialist as

they are the most up to date on the status of your sponsorship. Because specialists spend
time away from the office conducting state-wide trainings and site visits, HNS offers
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additional services to LEAs by scheduling a “specialist of the day”. The specialist of the
day is available Monday through Friday from 8 am until 5 pm with intention of providing
assistance to sponsors with urgent matters that cannot wait for the assigned specialist to
return, when specialists are out of the office for an extended period of time.

CNP Web and contact information
It is important that all School Food Authority (SFA) and Program Contact information on
the CNP Web Sponsor and Site applications be accurate and up to date. As a reminder,
applications may be edited at any time during the school year and must be updated when
staff or program changes occur. All SFA contacts (listed in Section 1b of the CNP Web
Sponsor application) will continue to receive pertinent program information requiring
immediate attention. This year, HNS has refreshed the way contact information is
obtained from the CNP Web Sponsor application. You can expect any changes made to
your application to be reflected immediately, as each time correspondence is sent to you
via e-mail the most recent/current contact information listed in CNP Web will be used.

ADE and HNS Website
Soon, layout changes will be made to http://www.azed.gov/health-nutrition/nslp/, the
home page for the National School Lunch Program and School Breakfast Program on the
ADE Website. Recently added pages include the New Meal Pattern and Menu
Certification for 6 Cents, to provide you with the latest information and requirements for
school year 2012-2013. Sections currently being developed are a new “Ask Our Chef”
page which will contain recipes, Q&A opportunities, and menu planning tips, as well as a
“Newsworthy Topics” blog with interesting facts and ideas related to school food service.
We strive for continuous improvement and thus creating a user-friendly website
continues to be a priority. We welcome feedback on our website and encourage you to
communicate this information with the specialist assigned to the LEA.

Be sure to visit http://www.azed.gov/health-nutrition/, the main Health and Nutrition
Services home page to see the latest information on Hot Topics and also locate other
programs such as Child and Adult Care Food Program, School Health Programs, Farm to
School Programs, USDA Foods Program, and many others.

Customer Survey
In May 2012, a survey was sent to all SFAs for the National School Lunch Program. The
results of the survey will be summarized and provided to you in the near future. Please be
on the lookout for this information. The survey will be issued again in May 2013 and we
hope to have an improved response rate over the 14.6% response gathered from the May
2012 survey.

Program Guidance

Under direction of the USDA, we are continuing to implement various provisions of the Healthy,
Hunger-Free Kids Act of 2010. The key information will continue to be communicated to you
via memoranda. LEAs are encouraged to complete a thorough review of all memoranda located
at: http://www.azed.gov/health-nutrition/memos/. For your convenience, we have compiled a CN
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Memo Index, which provides all memos organized by topic and is available at this same website
location. Please note, we have recently changed our HNS website so that memos from all child
nutrition programs are located in the same area.

Special Initiatives/Opportunities for Schools:

School Nutrition Association of Arizona (SNAAZ) — Annual Fall Conference
HNS staff, in partnership with SNAAZ will host three sessions at this year’s annual
conference: Serving it Safe, Salad Bars/Salad Bar Safety, and Serving the New Meal
Pattern. The conference will take place at the Renaissance Glendale Hotel, September 28-
29, 2012. Please visit http://www.snaaz.org/ for more information and to review all items
on the conference agenda.

HealthierUS School Challenge (HUSSC)
This initiative provides recognition and monetary awards for exceptional schools
participating in the National School Lunch and School Breakfast Programs that are
creating healthier school environments through their promotion of excellent nutrition and
physical activity. Four levels of superior performance are awarded: Bronze with a $500
incentive award, Silver with a $1,000 incentive award, Gold with a $1,500 incentive
award, and Gold of Distinction with a $2,000 incentive award.

ADE would like to congratulate our newest award winners: Balsz Elementary School,
Brunson Lee Elementary School, and Griffith Elementary School. These schools are part
of the Balsz Elementary School District and were each awarded the Silver level of
certification, which will last through March 2016. The Balsz schools join schools from
the Humboldt Unified School District and Casa Grande Elementary School District who
are currently awarded at the Bronze and Silver levels respectively. We also want to
congratulate the more than 20 schools who have completed HUSSC applications and are
in the process of qualifying. Your hard work and perseverance are impressive!

As of July 1, 2012, the criteria for the HealthierUS School Challenge awards have been
enhanced to reflect the new meal pattern, using more vegetable sub-groups and whole
grains, using the local wellness policy, as well as including more nutrition education. A
new section for other criteria for excellence has been added, allowing programs to
showcase their strengths in 20 optional activities from outreach, physical activity,
nutrition education, school and community wellness, and school food service. ADE
encourages all schools who are 6-cents certified, participate in both school breakfast and
lunch, and have exemplary programs in nutrition and physical education, to consider
“going for the Gold” HUSSC awards.

To encourage schools to apply for HUSSC awards, ADE has dedicated staff to coordinate
this effort; please contact Gayle McCartney (602) 364-3177 or
Gayle.McCartney@azed.gov to get started with your HUSSC application.

Fuel Up to Play 60
This is a FREE in-school nutrition and physical activity incentive program funded by the
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National Dairy Council and the National Football League (NFL) with support from the
United States Department of Agriculture (USDA). Schools with identified FUTP 60
Program Advisors may apply for funds up to $4,000 per year to be used for
implementation of their nutrition and activity goals. This includes items to enhance meal
participation or physical activity, visits from NFL players, and merchandise to name a
few. Fuel Up To Play 60 Program Advisors may apply for a stipend up to $300 when
submitting the online application. The deadlines for submitting funding applications are
October 1, 2012, and February 1, 2013. Please review CN# 38-11 or visit
www.fueluptoplay60.com for more details.

Training

This year, we have reorganized the School Nutrition Programs team and dedicated four staff to
develop and deliver training, workshops, and professional development opportunities for LEAs.
Each quarter, new information on trainings, workshops, and professional development courses
will be announced. The fall quarter was announced as part of memorandum CN#42-12 and due
to classes filling up, additional sessions were planned and offered. A total of 27
trainings/workshops were scheduled from May through September. Attached is the schedule for
September through December. Please visit the online registration at
http://www.ade.az.gov/onlineregistration/ for the most up-to-date information on class times and
locations.

One new class is introduced for this quarter: Menu Planning. This class was developed in
response to LEAS requests and needs; it will focus on basic principles of menu planning and
execution including standardize recipe development, production records, and use of the Food
Buying Guide.

We are also rolling out our newly designed training, called New Meal Pattern Training I,
Implementation. As of mid-September, over 1,000 Arizona school foodservice and school district
personnel have attended the New Meal Pattern Training. Based on feedback from the training,
we redesigned this class and will offer it only in new format going forward. The New Meal
Pattern Training I1, Implementation is designed to review the daily and weekly New Meal
Pattern regulations, highlight the revised and further clarified regulations, and include an
afternoon workshop. Attendees must bring all documents that will represent a one week menu;
ADE staff will assist SFAs and brainstorm solutions to help ensure the one week menu is in
compliance. Attendees will leave the training knowing if their one week menu complies with the
New Meal Pattern.

All training registrations are to be completed at http://www.ade.az.gov/onlineregistration/. Please
know ADE is currently in the process of redesigning the online registration process and
information will be shared with you as it becomes available. HNS is also exploring possibilities
of offering training modules in a web-based format. It is critical that a valid email address be
entered during registration. Pre-training surveys, training information, as well as any changes
made to the training dates, times, or locations are communicated via the email address provided
during registration.
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Noteworthy Information

Arizona’s leadership for the Summer Food Service Program (SFSP) will be transitioning to a
new Director, Melissa Conner, who currently oversees the Child and Adult Care Program
(CACFP). This transition was agreed upon in response to reorganization needs within HNS and
the growth of the SFSP. The new programmatic organization in Arizona will be similar to that of
other states; the CACFP and SFSP have many operational similarities.

This institution is an equal opportunity provider.
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Workshops (Sept. thru Dec.) - By Location and Date

(Schedule subject to change. Contact ADE for further information)

All registration MUST be completed online: www.ade.az.gov/onlineregistration

New Meal Pattern—

NSLP

Location

Date

Time

Phoenix, ADE Health and Nutrition Services Office

September 6, 2012

8:00 am - 4:00 pm

New Meal Pattern Part 11, Implementation— NSLP

Location

Date

Time

Flagstaff, Radisson Woodlands Hotel

October, 18, 2012

9:00 am - 5:00 pm

Phoenix, ADE Health and Nutrition Services Office (Rm. 100-101)

November 6, 2012

9:00 am - 5:00 pm

Phoenix, ADE Health and Nutrition Services Office (Rm. 106-107)

November 28, 2012

9:00 am - 5:00 pm

Tucson, Doubletree by Hilton Tucson, Reid Park

December 4, 2012

9:00 am - 5:00 pm

A+ School Lunch Workshop

Location

Date

Time

Phoenix, ADE Health and Nutrition Services Office (Rm. 100-101)

October 15-16, 2012

9:00 am -3:30 pm

Tucson, TBD

October 23-24, 2012

9:00 am -3:30 pm

Certification for New M

eal Pattern

Location

Date

Time

Phoenix, ADE Health and Nutrition Services Office (Rm. 106-107)

September 11, 2012

8:00 am- 5:00 pm

Flagstaff, Radisson Woodlands

September 17, 2012

8:00 am- 5:00 pm

Tucson, Doubletree by Hilton Tucson, Reid Park

October 11, 2012

8:00 am- 5:00 pm

Flagstaff, Radisson Woodlands Hotel

November 8, 2012

8:00 am- 5:00 pm

Phoenix, ADE Health and Nutrition Services Office (Rm. 100-101)

December 14, 2012

8:00 am- 5:00 pm

Verification

Location

Date

Time

Phoenix, ADE Health and Nutrition Services Office

September 12, 2012

9:00 am- 5:00 pm

Tucson, Marriott Tucson University Park

September 19, 2012

9:00 am- 5:00 pm

Phoenix, ADE Health and Nutrition Services Office

September 21, 2012

9:00 am- 5:00 pm

Menu Plannin

9

Location

Date

Time

Phoenix, ADE Health and Nutrition Services Office (Rm. 100-101)

November 16, 2012

9:00 am- 5:00 pm

Phoenix, ADE Health and Nutrition Services Office (Rm. 106-107)

December 12, 2012

9:00 am- 5:00 pm

Tucson, Doubletree by Hilton Tucson, Reid Park

December 18, 2012

9:00 am- 5:00 pm

School Nutrition Association of Arizona (SNAAZ) Conference
Visit: http://snaaz.org/2012agenda.html

Renaissance Glendale Hotel: 9495 W. Coyotes Boulevard Glendale, Arizona 85305

Class

Date

Time

Serving it Safe (with Food Safety Manager Exam)

September 28, 2012

7:30am- 5:00pm

Salad Bars in School

September 28, 2012

12:30pm- 4:30pm

Serving the New Meal Pattern

September 29, 2012

10:30am-11:20am
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