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MEMORANDUM b/

To: School Health & Nutrition Program Sponsors

From: Tina Herzog, Acting Deputy Associate Superintendent
Arizona Department of Education, Health and Nu

Lynn Ladd, Director
Arizona Department of Education, School Hea trition Programs

Date:  August 10, 2009 @
RE: School Gardens @

This memorandum provides guidance re fhg the operation of school gardens. The following
issues have been presented m a qu?ion and answer format based on responses from United
States Department of Agricultiue @SDA).

purchase seeds for a,;sc den?

([
A: Yes, with thdunderstanding that the garden is used within the context of the program, i.e.
selling the fo6d o iding food in the classroom as part of an educational lesson.

Q: Can the school food@M e funds from the nonprofit school food service account to
ol

Q: Ca school food service use funds from the nonprofit school food service account to
chagt itemms for the school garden such as fertilizer, watering cans, rakes, etc.?
Yas long as the items are used for the purpose of starting and maintaining the garden.

Q¢ Can a school sell food grown in their school garden that was funded using the nonprofit
school food service account?
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A: Yes, as long as the revenue from the sale of the food accrues back to the nonprofit school
food service account. Schools can serve the produce as part of a reimbursable meal or sell it a la
carte, to parents, to PTA members, at a roadside stand, etc.

Q: Are there health/safety issues involved with school gardens?

A: Yes. SFAs need to familiarize themselves with the Federal, State, and local requirements
regarding health and sanitation issues.

Q: Can the school food service purchase produce from another school organization th
maintaining and managing the garden, such as Future Farmers of America (FFA)?

A: Yes, the school food service may purchase produce from a garden run by a $chool /
organization such as FFA, which is an agricultural education program for stud

Q: Can funds received through the Fresh Fruit and Vegetable Program (FF be used to
purchase seeds/tools/equipment for a school garden?

A: No. FFVP funds may not be used for the purchase of a school gardens.

Q: What if there is excess produce from the garden left @ver at t d of the school year?
A: The school should first see if the excess food can be us enefit another program such as
the Summer Food Service Program (SFSP). If th@t possible, they could try selling the food

(as always, the profit must accrue back to the nonprofitschool food service account) or donate it
in accordance with State and local health/safetyte 10ns.

If you have any questions or concerns re ihg this memo, please contact your assigned
specialist at (602) 542-870 /
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