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Quality Online Professional Development, Affordable Graduate Credit

Course Requirements: A % hour webinar on January 12" at 4:00 pm kicks off eight weeks of online learning. The webinar will be
recorded for viewing if you cannot attend the live session. You are required to participate in the discussion boards, complete
readings, and submit course assignments each week.

Price: S50 for Jeffco Employees, $100 outside Jeffco

Credit Options: Clock hours are automatically included. Each course may also be taken for three graduate credits from Adams State
University for an additional $165. Jeffco is no longer offering inservice credit. Credits can be used towards re-licensure, a GATE
certificate from Adams State, and/or to prepare for the CDE GT Endorsement.

Registration: Jeffco Employees register through ESS, all others should contact Donette Sis (dsis@jeffco.k12.co.us).

Helping Visual Spatial Learners to Succeed (ESS Code: BGTVSL)

Who are our Visual-Spatial Learners? What makes them unique? How can their learning needs be addressed in the classroom? This
course is designed to help teachers understand the unique learning style and instructional needs of visual-spatial learners. From
psychological and philosophical theories to practical classroom applications, participants will explore the many facets of visual-
spatial learners. Helping Visual Spatial Learners to Succeed is designed for classroom teachers, coaches, administrators, counselors,
and other staff.

Supporting Gifted Students in Underserved Populations (ESS Code: BGTSUP)

Numerous gifted and talented students are slipping through the cracks due to diverse cultural, linguistic, and socio-economic
backgrounds. Who are the "underserved populations"? How do we identify these gifted learners? How do we provide equitable
access to gifted education for these diverse learners? Participants will examine these and other pertinent issues as we consider the
manner in which language, culture, and socio-economic factors impact underserved gifted students. This class is suited to Teachers
K-12, Instructional Coaches, Administrators, and Counselors.

Advanced Differentiation for 21% Century Learners (ESS Code: BGTADL)

Take differentiation to the next level! Learn how to go beyond basic differentiation strategies in order to build rigorous learning
experiences that are embedded with 21st century skills and generate critical thinking and original products. Help students build
autonomy, develop a growth mindset and spark their creativity so that they are thinking and not just learning. Participants will have
many opportunities to plan engaging learning activities and share ideas.

Questioning to Promote Higher Level Thinking and Support Rigor (ESS Code: BGTQRT)

Depth of understanding, depth of questioning, depth in how students apply what they’ve learned, and depth in the process and
product related to learning...now can we create a classroom that promotes a rigorous learning environment that supports the
common core standards? The common core standards will place high level cognitive demands on students that require them to
reason, justify, synthesize, analyze, and solve problems. In a time when our access to costly resources is limited, questioning is a
free and powerful strategy we can use to promote higher level thinking and support the rigor required by the common core
standards. Join us as we explore how to ask the right questions, scaffold questioning so that students can reach higher levels of
understanding, and encourage students to be questioners in a student-centered, inquiry-oriented community of learners.

Handle With Care: Helping Gifted Learners Thrive (ESS Code: BGTHWC)

Gifted students can described as intelligent, quirky, intense, and challenging...all in the same sentence! In order for gifted learners
to thrive, they need an environment that considers the whole child. Learn about the unique social and emotional characteristics of
the gifted and discover the many ways you can support them in your classroom.

Using Creative and Critical Thinking to Develop Thoughtful Readers & Writers (ESS Code: BGTCCT)

Delve deeper into the areas of creativity and critical thinking as they apply to reading and writing across curriculums. Participants
will gain tools and strategies to inspire young readers and writers as they explore topics such as rigor, choice, engagement, concepts,
problem based learning and more. Explore how these can be incorporated into any classroom and the Workshop model in order to
make learning come alive.

Questions?
Contact Penelope pheinigk@jeffco.k12.co.us or Tonia theffley@jeffco.k12.co.us
To see our rotation of courses and other GT certificate/endorsement information, please visit: http://tinyurl.com/gtonlinepd
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Quality Online Professional Development
Affordable Graduate Credit

The Jefferson County School District in Golden, Colorado offers a quarterly rotation of over 20 high quality online courses on various
topics related to teaching and nurturing gifted learners. Courses begin in January, March, June and October and are open to anyone
in the educational field interested in deepening their understanding of giftedness and gaining practical strategies to use in the
classroom and beyond. Facilitators are highly trained, well-seasoned gifted education specialists.

Winter Courses: Six classes beginning January 12" for individuals who wish to register.

Cohorts: For groups of eight or more teachers, a private cohort can be requested for any course to start at your specified date.

Course Requirements: A % hour live webinar kicks off eight weeks of online learning. The webinar will be recorded for viewing if
you cannot attend the live session. Students are required to participate in the discussion boards, complete readings, and submit
course assignments each week. The work load is approximately 2-4 hours per week.

Price: $100 per course, per participant
Credit Options: 45 clock hours through the Jefferson County School District are automatically included. Each course may also be
taken for three graduate credits from Adams State University for an additional $165. Credits can be used towards re-licensure, a

GATE certificate from Adams State University, and/or to prepare for a GT Endorsement.

Registration: Contact Donette Sis to register: dsis@jeffco.k12.co.us

Contact: Questions? Contact Penelope Heinigk (pheinigk@jeffco.k12.co.us) or Tonia Heffley (theffley@jeffco.k12.co.us)

Web Site: To see our rotation of courses and GT certificate information, please visit: http://tinyurl.com/gtonlinepd

COMPLETE LIST OF COURSES

The Gifted Learner

What does it mean to be gifted? The Gifted Learner will introduce participants to the many dimensions of giftedness and
how gifted children are served in Jeffco. Learners will explore who the gifted are, how they are identified, and how they
fit within the RTI framework. Social emotional supports for gifted learners and working with parents of GT students will
also be explored.

Fostering Creativity in Gifted Students

What is creativity? What role does it play in our thinking and our work? How can you help foster creativity in your
students? Designed for classroom teachers of all levels, this course will help participants identify creativity, understand
the various components of the creative process, promote creative thinking, and support students in developing their
creative talents.

Implementing Higher Order Thinking Skills

Recall alone is not enough for the 21st Century. The ability to think critically is essential to grasping new information as
well as figuring out how to change and adapt to new situations. Thinking skills, even for the gifted, are not innate, but
rather must be taught. Groom your students to think critically and on their own. This course will provide resources and
research-based models proven effective in the area of Critical Thinking Strategies.
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Handle with Care: Helping Gifted Learners Thrive

Gifted students can described as intelligent, quirky, intense, and challenging...all in the same sentence! In order for
gifted learners to thrive, they need an environment that considers the whole child. Learn about the unique social and
emotional characteristics of the gifted and discover the many ways you can support them in your classroom.

Supporting Twice Exceptional Students

Twice exceptionality - gifted with a disability - is a growing concern in the classroom. Deepen your understanding of the
twice exceptional mind so that you are better able to meet these students' unique needs. Participants will practice RTI
strategies with case studies and real students in order to learn how to help twice exceptional kids feel more
comfortable, learn, and grow in the school environment.

Fostering Effort and Achievement in Gifted Learners

Why do bright students get poor grades? How can a gifted student be an underachiever? Join us as we trace the roots
of underachievement in gifted students and examine intervention strategies designed to reverse failure. Learn how to
empower unmotivated students, encourage positive attitudes, help students embrace effort, and promote a growth
mindset.

Helping Visual Spatial Learners to Succeed

Who are our Visual-Spatial Learners? What makes them unique? How can their learning needs be addressed in the
classroom? This course is designed to help teachers understand the unique learning style and instructional needs of
visual-spatial learners. From psychological and philosophical theories to practical classroom applications, participants
will explore the many facets of visual-spatial learners. Helping Visual Spatial Learners to Succeed is designed for
classroom teachers, coaches, administrators, counselors, and other staff.

Leadership and Communication in Gifted Education

Looking to be a leader in gifted education? This course is aimed at examining practical issues associated with services
and programs for high-achieving students. Participants will explore communication and collaboration skills, articulation
of policy, methods and program design for gifted education, gifted advocacy, and issues related to administrative
leadership. Designed to meet the leadership and communication requirements of the CDE GT Endorsement, GT
teachers, administrators, and advocates alike will gain useful knowledge and practical strategies for educating our
brightest students.

Best Practices in Gifted Education

This course provides concise, up-to-date, research based advice on what works for gifted and talented youth. Educators,
administrators, and parents of gifted children alike will gain insight into curriculum that challenges high-ability students,
reaching culturally diverse and low-income GT learners, gender differences, mentorships, and much, much more.
Through reading, online discussion, and various activities, participants will make connections between research and
practical action in gifted education.

Foundations of Gifted Education

The purpose of this course is to address and increase one’s understanding of the foundational underpinnings of gifted
and talented education. Our explorations together will include the history and development of theories and research in
the areas of intelligence, giftedness, creativity, and human development. The goals of the course, which also address
one category of requirements toward a CDE endorsement as a Gifted and Talented Specialist, include: introduction to
the historical underpinnings of the field of gifted education; explanation of the development of theories of intelligence,
creativity and human development and their influence on contemporary conceptions of giftedness, analysis of
foundational GT content: foundations of gifted and talented education, theories of intelligence, theories of giftedness,
theories of creativity, implications for public policy and human development and brain research.

Differentiation for Gifted Learners
What is differentiation and how can it be implemented to promote student achievement? What classroom practices are
most effective in determining and monitoring the intellectual needs of gifted students? Which instructional strategies



are most appropriate for gifted learners? Designed for classroom teachers of all levels, this course will help participants
understand the various components of effective differentiated instruction for advanced students.

The Young Gifted Child

Young gifted children, although a diverse group, demonstrate a number of distinctive characteristics such as
asynchronous development, intense social emotional needs, and concentrated cognitive inquisitiveness. This course will
explore the nature and needs of the young gifted child, including those traits that often interfere with identification and
appropriate programming in school. Participants will further learn about programming options and strategies for
nurturing the mind and soul of the young gifted child both at home through constructive play, learning activities,
modeling, and approach, and in the classroom through differentiated instruction and affective support.

Supporting Gifted Students in Underserved Populations

Numerous gifted and talented students are slipping through the cracks due to diverse cultural, linguistic, and socio-
economic backgrounds. Who are the "underserved populations"? How do we identify these gifted learners? How do we
provide equitable access to gifted education for these diverse learners? Participants will examine these and other
pertinent issues as we consider the manner in which language, culture, and socio-economic factors impact underserved
gifted students. This class is suited to Teachers K-12, Instructional Coaches, Administrators, and Counselors.

Gifted Boys / Gifted Girls

Extensive research has shown that gifted girls and gifted boys think and learn differently. They furthermore possess
unique coping mechanisms and are likely to face different types of problems in school. Delve into these fascinating
differences and learn how to help both genders utilize their potential and develop social-emotional well-being. This
course will use two text books by Barbara Kerr, Smart Boys: Talent, Manhood, and the Search for Meaning and Smart
Girls: A New Psychology of Girls, Women, and Giftedness as a starting point for explorations, activities, reflections, and
discussion around the unique characteristics of both genders and how to help these gifted students grow into strong,
productive, content gifted adults.

Engaging Gifted Minds

Springboard to inspiring gifted learners, sparking higher order thinking, and cultivating 21 century skills. Each week
participants will be introduced to approaches and tools that foster creative, open-ended learning and then apply the
strategies of their choice directly to the curriculum they are teaching, leading to the creation of a bank of high-quality
learning experiences. Particpants will find that the tools and strategies promote learning and engagement for all
students — not just the gifted!

Assessment Strategies for Differentiation

Assessment is a key component of differentiation. Participants will be introduced to a number of assessment tools such
as surveys, questionnaires, assignments, organizers, and rubrics that can be used to assess students before, during and
after instruction. We will likewise explore to how to use such data to drive a differentiated classroom to meet the needs
the needs of all learners. This course uses Differentiated Assessment Strategies: One Tool Doesn't Fit All by Carolyn
Chapman as a starting point in examining the role that assessments play in a successfully differentiated classroom as we
work through various enriching explorations, discussions, activities and reflections.

Implementing the School-wide Enrichment Model Reading Framework

This course introduces teachers to the Schoolwide Enrichment Model-Reading (SEM-R) Framework, a framework for
reading instruction based on the Schoolwide Enrichment Model. Participants will explore the characteristics and
instructional needs of high ability, average and struggling readers in order to develop reading instruction that is
responsive to individual readers’ needs. Designed for classroom and gifted and talented teachers, class members are
expected to pilot the implementation of the SEM-R model in their classrooms or with a cluster or core group of talented
readers as the core part of their participation in this class.

Questioning to Promote Higher Level Thinking and Support Rigor
Depth of understanding, depth of questioning, depth in how students apply what they’ve learned, and depth in the
process and product related to learning...how can we create a classroom that promotes a rigorous learning environment



that supports the common core standards? The common core standards will place high level cognitive demands on
students that require them to reason, justify, synthesize, analyze, and solve problems. In a time when our access to
costly resources is limited, questioning is a free and powerful strategy we can use to promote higher level thinking and
support the rigor required by the common core standards. Join us as we explore how to ask the right questions, scaffold
guestioning so that students can reach higher levels of understanding, and encourage students to be questioners in a
student-centered, inquiry-oriented community of learners.

Advanced Differentiation for 21* Century Learners

Take differentiation to the next level! Learn how to go beyond basic differentiation strategies in order to build rigorous
learning experiences that are embedded with 21st century skills and generate critical thinking and original

products. Help students build autonomy, develop a growth mindset and spark their creativity so that they are thinking
and not just learning. Participants will have many opportunities to plan engaging learning activities and share ideas.

Using Creative and Critical Thinking to Develop Thoughtful Readers & Writers

Delve deeper into the areas of creativity and critical thinking as they apply to reading and writing across

curriculums. Participants will gain tools and strategies to inspire young readers and writers as they explore topics such
as rigor, choice, engagement, concepts, problem based learning and more. Explore how these can be incorporated into
any classroom and the Workshop model in order to make learning come alive.

Learning Targets in Action

If making small changes in the classroom could lead to a dramatic increase in student engagement and achievement,
would you pursue those changes? In Learning Targets in Action, we will be reading the text Learning Targets by Moss
and Brookhart and learning the ways to use learning targets in the classroom in supporting students and teachers as
they partner during the learning cycle. The course will cover the research behind learning target theory and how to
implement learning target theory in the classroom. Participants will engage in learning experiences that will allow them
to learn to write learning targets, define success criteria, share targets with students, and effectively use learning targets
during the formative feedback cycle. Join us as we explore how small changes in classroom structure can yield
significant dividends in student engagement and achievement.

Cultivating Curiosity: Inquiry at the Heart of Learning

In the course we will explore creating a classroom alive with dialogue, inquiry, and respect for students’ minds.
Curiosity lies at the heart of authentic, enduring learning. The structures and strategies in this course will help you
create a classroom climate that promotes and supports learner initiative, questioning, and autonomy. Learn how to
teach students to be questioners, how to implement passion projects, how to utilize technology to support in- depth
research, and the ways project based learning can enrich learning.

Questions?
Contact Penelope pheinigk@jeffco.k12.co.us or Tonia theffley@jeffco.k12.co.us
To see our rotation of courses and GT certificate information please visit: http://tinyurl.com/gtonlinepd
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