
Practitioners of English Language Learning (PELL) 

Breakout Session Descriptions – May 11, 2016 

 

 

A Closer Look at the English Language Proficiency Standards 

Presented by:  Andrea Grabow (ADE) 
 

This session will explore strategies for creating connectivity between the four time allocations through 

purposeful selection of Performance Indicators. 
 

AZELLA Kindergarten Placement Test – Office for Civil Rights Updates 

Presented by:  Jordan Ellel (AZ Attorney General’s Office) and Irene Hunting (ADE) 
 

This session will review the actions required to ensure that Kindergarten IFEP students from school years 

2012-13 through 2015-16 receive appropriate services.  This session will include a question and answer 

portion. 
 

AZELLA Kindergarten Placement Test – Field Test 

Presented by:  Marlene Johnston, Gabriela Finn, and Brenda Wright (ADE) 
 

In this invitation only session, participants from schools and districts selected for inclusion in the Fall 

2016 AZELLA Kindergarten Placement Field Test will learn more about their role in the field test. 
 

AZELLA Stages III-V – The Move to Computer-Based Testing 

Presented by:  Melissa Stinson-Borg (ADE) and Erica Baltierra (Pearson) 
 

This session will provide participants an opportunity to share their hopes and concerns about the move 

to computer-based testing starting with Reassessment 2018 for AZELLA Stages III-V. 
 

Connecting Technology to the Grammar Wall 

Presented by:  Sharyn Weinheimer (ADE) 
 

This session is designed for K-12 Structured English Immersion teachers and administrators and will 

focus on how to use the Grammar Wall to guide instruction while incorporating the use of technology.  

Participants will learn ways to use Pic Collage, Doodle Buddy, Padlet, Mindmeister and more to 

maximize use of the Grammar Wall.  It is recommended and encouraged that participants have access to 

a laptop or tablet, but not required. 
  



Got MEP? 

Presented by:  Mary Haluska and Paulino Valerio (ADE) 
 

This interactive presentation is divided into two parts: 

1. The Migrant Education Program:  Why identify and serve migratory students? 

2. The Binational Student:  Who is a binational student?  Why and how do I use the electronic 

transfer document? 
 

Identifying and Supporting ELLs with Disabilities:  What PD would be most helpful to you? 

Presented by:  Eric Haas, Elizabeth Burr, and Min Chen-Gaddini (REL West at WestEd) 
 

REL West at WestEd can provide research and professional development services to Arizona, all funded 

by the United States Department of Education.  In this breakout session, researchers from REL West at 

WestEd will discuss key issues related to identifying and supporting ELLs with disabilities, ask about your 

challenges in educating ELL students who may or do have learning disabilities, and request suggestions 

for topics and types of research and professional development that would be most beneficial to you.  

REL West researchers will also share features and guidelines from five states that offer comprehensive 

manuals on identifying, assessing, and supporting ELL students with disabilities. 
  

OELAS 2015-2016 Monitoring Trends 

Presented by:  Nicole von Prisk and Lisa Buccigrosse (ADE) 
 

Do you want to ensure that your district is in compliance with state and federal laws related to ELLs?  

Learn from the experience of others.  This session will focus on the top noncompliant findings our team 

has found during the monitoring visits of 2015-2016.  Please join us as we share information that can 

help your district or charter remain compliant. 
 

Supporting Refugee Students in the Classroom 

Presented by:  Joanna Henderson and Julia Arredondo (International Rescue Committee  

in Phoenix) 
 

In this workshop, educators will learn about the background experiences many refugee children will 

have faced before they arrived in the ELL classroom.  This includes a discussion of the effects of trauma, 

the pre- and post-migration stress that students and families are facing, and presenting tips and 

solutions that teachers can utilize to support the social and emotional needs of refugee students so that 

they are ready to learn. 
 

Understanding Title III and SEI Budget Fiscal Processes 

Presented by:  Alexandra Miller and Mary Ricci-Marriott (ADE) 
 

In this session, participants will gain understanding regarding completion reports, USFR coding 

requirements, reimbursement requests, fiscal monitoring, and overall fiscal management. 


