




Arizona English Language Learner Assessment 

* Assesses language proficiency 

* Aligned to English Language Proficiency Standards 

* Developed by Arizona educators for Arizona 

* Determines entry and exit from ELL program services 

* 5 different Stages/levels for K-12 

* 4 domains assessed 

* Listening, Reading, Writing, and Speaking 





Stage 

Domain 

Proficiency 
Level 



Domain 

Proficiency Level 

Stage 



Stage I Stage II Stage III Stage IV Stage V 

Kindergarten Grades 
1 & 2 

Grades 
3, 4, & 5 

Grades 
6, 7, & 8 

High School 
(9 – 12)  

AZELLA tests are structured the same as the ELPS,  
by grade span. Each grade span is defined as a STAGE. 



AZELLA tests have the same domains as the ELPS. 

Listening Reading Writing Speaking 



AZELLA results are reported with proficiency levels. 

Pre-
Emergent / 
Emergent 

Basic 

Intermediate 

Proficient 



*AZELLA Placement Test 

*AZELLA Reassessment 





* Determines whether or not a student is an ELL 
student and eligible for ELL services. 

* Determines the appropriate instructional 
classroom placement for the current school year. 



* Administered near the start of the school year or 
soon after a student’s entry into the school. 

All Schools 

Earliest Administration 

All Schools 
District Receives             

Title III Funds 
District Does Not Receive  

Title III Funds 

Latest Administration 



* Who is administered an AZELLA Placement Test? 

AZELLA 
Placement 

Test 

New Student with: 
* PHLOTE responses 
other than English, 
and 
* No AZELLA test 
history 

OR * Most recent 
AZELLA test record 
is more than 1 year 
old, and 
* Student has never 
scored “Proficient” 



Administer an 
AZELLA 

Placement Test 
YES 

Do NOT 
administer an 

AZELLA 
Placement Test 

YES 
Administer an 

AZELLA 
Placement Test 

NO 

Administer an 
AZELLA 

Placement Test 
NO 

NO 

Do NOT 
administer an 

AZELLA 
Placement Test 

YES 

Do NOT 
administer an 

AZELLA 
Placement Test 

YES 

PHLOTE form 

Brand new 
to AZ public 

school? 

NO 

YES 

NO 

Previous 
AZELLA test 

history? 

All English? 

Get SAIS ID 
and pull SDELL 

70 Report 

Last AZELLA  
record is less than 1 

year old? 

Overall Proficiency  
Level is Proficient? 



Kindergarten 
Placement 

Test 

•Primarily an oral exam 
•Administered 1:1 by a trained, 

Qualified Test Administrator 
•Key entered student demographic 

information and scored item 
responses 

• Instant official score results 
•Limited detail due to brevity of 

test. 



Stages II-V 
Placement 

Tests 

•Includes all 4 domains 
•May be administered in a group 

setting with the Speaking test 
administered 1:1 using a 
speakerphone. 

•Writing responses scored locally by a 
trained, qualified scorer. 

•Key entered student demographic 
information and item responses 

•Official score results within 2 days. 





*Measures progress towards English language 
proficiency. 

 

Administration of the annual AZELLA 
Spring Reassessment Test 

*Test Window: February 8 – March 25, 2016 
 



* Who is administered an AZELLA Reassessment Test?   

AZELLA Spring  
Reassessment  

Test 

Students 
receiving ELL 
services 

AND Students 
withdrawn 
from ELL 
services at 
parent request 



Stages I-V 
Reassessment 

Tests 

•Includes all 4 domains 
•May be administered in a group 

setting with the Speaking test 
administered 1:1 using a 
speakerphone. 

•No local scoring. 
•Official score results in early May. 





Placement 
Test Scoring 

Cycles 

•12 scoring cycles throughout the school year 
•Reassessment score reports are produced 

separately from the Placement Test Score 
reports. 

Electronic and 
Paper Reports 

Produced 

•Student Data File 
•Roster Reports 
•Student Reports 

ADE Receives 
Results from 

Pearson 

•Matches results reported 
on the SDELL 70 

•Unmatched results require 
correction 



2 

1 

3 

4 



Proficient: 
Total 

Combined 
Score 

Proficient: 
Reading 

Score 

Proficient: 
Writing 
Score 

Overall 
Proficient 

Score 











http://www.azed.gov/assessment/azella
http://www.azed.gov/assessment/azella


AZELLA 
• Test administration 
• Testing incident reports 

 
Brenda Wright 
AZELLA State Test Coordinator 
Phone: 602.542.5233 
Fax: 602.542.5467 
E-mail: AZELLA@azed.gov 
www.azed.gov/assessment/azella  

OELAS 
• Monitoring FEP students 
• ELL forms 
• SEI Models 
 
Phone: 602.542.0753 
Fax: 602.542.3050 
E-mail: OELASinbox@azed.gov 
www.azed.gov/english-language-learners    

Pearson 
• PearsonAccess 
• PearsonPerspective 
• Testing Materials 
 
 
Phone: 888.705.9421 Option 2 
E-mail: ArizonaTeam@support.pearson.com  

Accountability 
• Accountability related questions and 

concerns 
 

 
Phone: 602.542.5151 
Fax: 602.542.5467 
E-mail: Achieve@azed.gov 
www.azed.gov/accountability  

mailto:AZELLA@azed.gov
http://www.azed.gov/assessment/azella
mailto:OELASinbox@azed.gov
http://www.azed.gov/english-language-learners
mailto:AZELLA@azed.gov
http://www.azed.gov/accountability
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