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From The Desk Of 

                                                                                                       

                             

         Registration is  

                                                                     
                                                                                        
 

NEW:  The Awards Banquet will include 

the 2015 Arizona ELL Teacher of the Year 

and the 2015 Arizona ELL Student Success 

Stories.   

 

The banquet is for paid conference attendees.  

There is no charge; however, space is limited. 

www.azed.gov/oelasconf/ 

 

                                   Welcome to the 2015-2016 school year. I hope that your summer was relaxing, 

                                        filled with adventures and good health.  The opportunity to refuel over the 

                                        summer is a necessary component for the important work that you do.  This 

                                             year will continue to be shaped by the efforts of our Arizona districts, 

                                             schools, charters and classrooms in continuing the explicit language   

                                                instruction for ELLs in Arizona.  The accomplishments continue to grow 

                                                  and OELAS remains dedicated to partner with our LEAs as we focus on 

                                                 providing the necessary rigor so that our ELLs may be successful in their 

                                                future years.  

                                        I look forward to a year filled with stories of great success and great learning. 

                                         My staff and I are committed to provide assistance to meet the needs of our  

                                                    ELL teachers and students through technical assistance opportunities,  

                                                     professional development offerings, or any other means of assistance 

                                                                             you might need.   

                                                                                        Best wishes for a successful school year!  

 

          

   Fall PELL Meeting 

                    September 9, 2015       

         

     New ELL Coordinator  

         Boot Camp  

                     (repeat of July 15 training)                                                                                                                                                                          

  September 10, 2015 

OELAS Mission: To serve Arizona 

English language learners and their parents, in 
partnership with local education agencies 
(LEAs). Through our demonstrated  
commitment to provide professional,  
competent technical assistance and  
professional development to our partners in 
education, we ensure that all English  
language learners have equal educational 
opportunities to achieve academically. 



Phone: 602-542-0753 

Fax: 602-542-3050 

Physical Location:  3300 North Central Avenue 

                              17th Floor 
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www.azed.gov/OELASconf. 

Office of English Language Acquisition Services 

Arizona Department of Education 

1535 West Jefferson Street 

Phoenix, Arizona  85007 

 

OELAS is very happy to announce new staff members who have joined our dedicated team: 

Cheryl Savio, Education Program Specialist 

  - former ELL teacher and coordinator 

Sharyn Weinheimer, Education Program Specialist 

 - former ELL teacher, Language Support Specialist 

Lisa Buccigrosse, Education Program Specialist 

 - former ELL teacher, coach and coordinator 

Tammy McKeown, Director of ELL Accountability and Support 

 - conducted research and evaluation for teacher development programs  

Mary Ricci-Marriott, Program Project Specialist 

 - former Administrative Assistant in the Assessment Division of ADE 

These individuals bring a wealth of knowledge and expertise to our office.  We welcome all five to the OELAS family and look  

forward to tapping into their abundance of enthusiasm and experience as we continue to support all our LEAs and teachers of 

ELLs. 

 ADEConnect 

 All AZELLA applications are now located on  

ADEConnect.  If you need access to the  

“AZELLA Corrections / SDELL Reports”  

application, contact your local Entity  

Administrator for ADEConnect. 

 

 2015-2016 Placement 

 The AZELLA Placement test window for  

school year 2015-2016 is open.  New  

Kindergarten and new to Arizona Grades  

1-12 PHLOTE students should participate  

in AZELLA Placement testing upon  

enrollment. 

 

 Spring 2016 Reassessment 

 The Spring 2016 AZELLA Reassessment  

test window is scheduled for February 8  

through March 25, 2016. 

            Visit www.azed.gov/assessment/azella for 

             current AZELLA information or contact 

             the AZELLA Team at AZELLA@azed.gov. 

 

 

                             From the  

                             Certification Unit  

                                 

             2015  

           Arizona ELL  

             Student  

         Success Stories  

           Nominations 
         Nomination forms are 

             on the OELAS website 

Nominations are due by October 2, 2015 

On June 22, 2015, the State Board of Education approved 

changes to the Structured English Immersion  

Endorsement rule.   

This change was effective beginning June 22, 2015. 

 Individuals may qualify for a Full SEI Endorsement 

with three semester hours of 45 clock hours of State 

approved SEI Endorsement training.  Completion of 

the Provisional SEI Endorsement training is no  

longer required to qualify for the Full SEI  

Endorsement. 

 Individuals who qualified for a Provisional SEI  

Endorsement with either a three semester hour or 45 

clock hours SEI training now qualify for the Full SEI 

Endorsement and are not required to complete  

additional SEI training in order to maintain their 

certificate.   

Please contact the Certification Unit at Certification@azed.gov 

or 602-542-4367 if you have further questions.   

http://www.azed.gov/OELASconf
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              Thinking  

    about whether or not 

 to attend the OELAS  

          Conference?                                                   New dynamic speakers: 

                                                         Dr. Luis Cruz 

                                                         Dr. Douglas Fisher 

                                                         Dr. Anita Archer 

                                                         Dr. Timothy Rasinski 

Back by popular demand: 

William van Cleave 

Kylene Beers and Bob Probst 

Heidi Koski 

Clark Consulting team members 

 

For more information, go to www.azed/gov/oelasconf/ 

      Language Program  

            Participation Data in  

                       SAIS for ELLs 

Now that School Year 2015-2016 is upon 

us, it is vitally important that school districts and  

charter schools enter “Language Program  

Participation” data into SAIS at the beginning of the 

school year for those English language learners (ELLs) 

who are “Eligible for ELL Services” and have been  

placed into an ELL Program.  This data is important in  

identifying which kindergarten, newly-enrolled, and  

continuing students are classified as ELLs. 

Once the data is in SAIS, districts and charter schools 

can verify their data by reviewing the “SDELL71—ELL 

Program Participation Report” which is available via 

the AZELLA Corrections / SDELL Reports application 

in ADEConnect and, if necessary, correct any “Integrity 

Result—Failed” errors. 

Contact Micky Gutier at 602-542-7469 with questions. 

 

FY 2016 TITLE III  

ALLOCATIONS  

ARE AVAILABLE. 

   To view the complete “FY 2016  

         Title III  Allocations List”  

                        go to: 
       www.azed.gov/English-language- 

         learners/funding/title-iii 

SEI Budget Information 

                                              Districts with SEI Budgets for the 

                                                 2015-2016 school year will need to 

                                                 enter SEI budgets into Grants  

Management in ADEConnect by September 1 to be able to draw 

down funds throughout the year. 

The first phase of the SEI Budget Application process for school 

year 2015-2016 will begin in September.  Watch for  

announcements for the Annual Class Size Survey to open.  If you 

will be applying for this fund, be sure you have access to the SEI 

Budget application in Common Logon. 

     OELAS Professional  

   Development Offerings 
September 2 —  Grammar Wall:  Syntax  

                          Connections   (Webinar) 

September 15 —  Verb Tense Study 

September 15 —  Using Technology to Maximize 

 Your Grammar Wall  
 (Webinar) 

September 16 —  Using Grammar Rules as 

 Writing Tools 

September 17 —  Making Sense of ILLPs and 

 Science (Grades 6-12) 

 (Webinar) 

September 22 —  Balanced Writing Instruction 

 for the SEI K-2 Classroom 

September 23 —  Supporting English Language 

 Learners in the STEM  

 Classroom 

  (Collaboration with ADE K-12 Standards) 

September 24 —  Making sense of ILLPs and  

        Social Studies (Grades 6-12) 
        (Webinar) 

September 28-29 — Grammar Basics 

ADDITIONAL scheduled trainings are located on 

the OELAS website! 

      To register or check out more training   

      opportunities:  

            www.azed.gov/english-language-learners/eld_pd/  
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