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 Review and understand the format of the 

English Language Proficiency Standards 

(ELPS) 

 Review and understand terminology 

associated with ELPS 

 Identify resources to support implementation 

of the ELPS 



A REVIEW OF THE FORMAT 



Key Vocabulary of the ELPS 

Stage 

Domains or Language Strand 

English Proficiency Levels 

Proficiency Level Descriptors 

Standards 

Concepts/ Sub-Concepts 

Performance Indicators (PIs) 
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 ELL I corresponds to Kindergarten 

 ELL II corresponds to grades 1-2 

 ELL III corresponds to grades 3-5 

 ELL IV corresponds to grades 6-8 

 ELL V corresponds to grades 9-12 
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 Pre-emergent 

 Emergent 

 Basic 

 Intermediate 

 Low Intermediate 

 High Intermediate 

 

 



Proficiency Level Descriptors 

• Each domain includes Proficiency Level 

Descriptors 

• These descriptors provide a “snapshot” of 

the language skills and abilities common 

for English language learners at each 

proficiency level.  

• This supports teachers in determining a 

starting point for a student’s language 

instruction.  



Arizona English Language 

Proficiency Standards 

 Listening & Speaking Domain (LS) 
Comprehension of Oral Communication, Delivery of Oral 

Communication 

 Reading Domain (R) 
Print Concepts, Phonemic Awareness/Decoding, Fluency, 

Comprehending Text 

 Writing Domain (W) 
Writing Applications, Standard English Conventions, Writing 

Process, Writing Elements, Research 

 Language Strand (L) 
Standard English Conventions, Vocabulary 
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Time 

Allocation 

Oral English/ 

Conversation  

and 

Vocabulary 

60 minutes 

Grammar 

 

 

 

60 minutes 

Writing 

 

 

 

60 minutes  

Reading 

 

 

 

60 minutes 

ELP 

Standards  

to Use 

 

 

Listening & 

Speaking 

Domain 

 

-and- 
 

Language 

Strand 

Standard 2: 

Vocabulary  

 

Language 

Strand 

Standard 1: 

Standard English 

Conventions  

 

Writing 

Domain  

 

Reading 

Domain 

 

SEI Time Allocations  
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Time 

Allocation 

Oral English/ 

Conversation  

and 

Vocabulary 

60 minutes 

Grammar 

 

 

 

60 minutes 

Writing 

 

 

 

60 minutes  

Reading 

 

 

 

60 minutes 

ELP 

Standards  

to Use 

 

 

Listening & 

Speaking 

Domain 

 

-and- 
 

Language 

Strand 

Standard 2: 

Vocabulary  

 

Language 

Strand 

Standard 1: 

Standard English 

Conventions  

 

Writing 

Domain  

 

Reading 

Domain 

 

Overall Intermediate:  
Middle & High School Exceptions 

Proficient 
on Writing 
Subtest of 

AZELLA 
 
 

X 
 

 
Proficient 

on Reading  
Subtest of 

AZELLA 
 
 

X 
 
 



rs 

 

PROFICIENCY LEVEL DESCRIPTORS 

Pre-Emergent 

A student at this level has no ability or a very limited ability to communicate in English. 

Emergent 

A student at this level will formulate simple phrases and sentences in English. The student will produce and identify 

nouns, pronouns, adjectives, and simple verb phrases with linguistic support. 

Basic 

A student at this level will correctly formulate simple sentences with subjects and predicates. The student will 

utilize the parts of speech and simple verb tenses, including subject-verb agreement with minimal linguistic 

support. 

Low Intermediate 

A student at this level will begin to formulate correct sentences in English, using a variety of subject and predicate 

structures. The student will utilize the parts of speech and multiple verb tenses with subject-verb agreement, 

although not consistently. 

High Intermediate 

A student at this level will consistently formulate correct sentences in English, using a variety of subject and 

predicate structures. The student will utilize the parts of speech and multiple verb tenses with subject-verb 
agreement.  

Proficient 

The student will demonstrate competency in Listening and Speaking based on the knowledge, skills, and abilities 

specified in the Performance Indicators at the High Intermediate level in order to access grade-level academic 

content.  

ELL Stage II: Grades 1-2 

Listening and Speaking 



Proficiency Level Descriptors 

 The student at this level has a limited ability to write in English. The 

student applies sound/symbol relationships to spell words in 

sentences and short phrases. The student uses correct 
subject/verb agreement and writing conventions to write 

sentences and phrases in a variety of writing applications. Errors in 

writing conventions may impede reader’s comprehension.   



Stage 

Domain 

Concept 

Sub-concept 

Content  

Referenced 

Performance 

Indicators 

Proficiency Levels 



Choosing Performance Indicators 
 Standards are all inclusive 

 Complexity of skill is developed across proficiency levels 

 Pre-assessment should be used to determine the skill level of 
the student 

 Varied level of teacher/instructional support 

 Mastery of high intermediate is greatest indicator of 
preparedness for English language proficiency 

 



 A note of “N/A” may be found at any of the higher 

proficiency levels in any given stage or domain. 

 This indicates that this particular skill would not be a focus 

of instruction at this level.   

 It is likely if a student tests at the Intermediate level he/she 

would have demonstrated competency in this skill. 



PE-5: 

sequencing 

pictures to 

retell text 

heard or 

read. 
Prerequisite Skill 

N/A 

 This indicates that this particular skill would not be a focus 

of instruction at this level. 

 It is likely a Pre-Emergent  student would not be able to 

identify signal words, thus the “pre-requisite” of PE-5 

would need to be taught first. 

 Not all lower level PIs with an N/A have a Pre-Requisite  
 

 



 Not all lower level PIs with an N/A have a Pre-Requisite 

 PIs above would need to be taught before addressing 

these skills  



No Instructional 

Support 
Instructional 

Support 

Instructional support within the Performance Indicators refers to 

the use of various strategies in order to assist a learner who is not 
ready to complete a task independently.  

 sentence frames 

 graphic organizers 
 echo reading 

 cloze activities  



Math, Science, 
Social Studies 

Content areas of Math, Science and Social Studies are 

referenced where the specific Performance Indicator  

lends itself well to using these materials. 



i.e. 
e.g. 

e.g.         used to show a few typical examples 

i.e.          used to denote those items listed that must be taught 

   within  that Performance Indicator 



Coding ELP Standards  
Language Strand- Standard 1  
(Used for Grammar Allocation) 
Stage – Strand - Standard # (Sub-concept):  Performance Indicator # 
 

Example: 

 I-L-1(Prep):LI-3 
Selecting prepositions of time (e.g., on, at, in, by) to complete a given 
sentence. 
 

 
Language Strand- Standard 2, or Reading, Writing, and 
Listening & Speaking Domains  
(Used for all other allocations) 
 

Stage – Strand/Domain - Standard #:  Performance Indicator # 
 

Example: 

 II-W-3:B-2 
Participating in a discussion of the purpose for a writing piece and who the 
intended audience will be. 
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Standard 1: The student will identify and apply conventions of standard English in his or her 

communications. 

Pre-Emergent Emergent Basic 
Low 

Intermediate 
High 

Intermediate 

A
d

je
c

ti
v

e
s 

(A
D

J
) 

PE-4: repeating a 

singular 

possessive 

adjective with a 

noun. 

E-4: using 

singular 

possessive 

adjectives (my, 

your) with a noun. 
  

B-4: using 

singular 

possessive 

adjectives 

(my, your, 

his, her, its) 
with a noun. 

LI-4: using 

singular and 

plural possessive 

adjectives (my, 

your, his, her, its, 

our). 

HI-4: using 

singular and 

plural possessive 

adjectives (my, 

your, his, her, its, 

our, their). 

ELL Stage II: Grades 1-2 

Language Strand (L) 

Stage –Strand-Standard Number (Sub-concept):  Performance Indicator 
 

II-L-1(Adj):B-4:using singular possessive adjectives 

(my, your, his, her, its) with a noun. 

 
                 



V
o

c
a

b
u

la
ry

 

Standard 2: The student will acquire English language vocabulary and use it in relevant contexts. 

Pre-Emergent Emergent Basic Low Intermediate High Intermediate 

The student will demonstrate knowledge of vocabulary by: 

PE-1: naming and 

grouping labeled 

objects and pictures 

into given 

conceptual 

categories. 
 

 

 

(math, science, social studies) 

E-1: reading and 

classifying common 

words into 

conceptual 

categories. 
 

 

 

 

 

(math, science, social studies) 

B-1: reading and 

classifying words 

into conceptual 

categories and 

providing rationale 

for classification 

with instructional 

support. 
(math, science, social studies) 

LI-1: reading and 

classifying words 

into conceptual 

categories and 

providing rationale 

for classification. 
 

 

 

(math, science, social studies) 

HI-1: reading and 

classifying words 

into conceptual 

categories and 

providing rationale 

for classification. 
 

 

(math, science, social studies) 

ELL Stage IV: Grades 6-8 

Language Strand (L) 

Stage –Strand-Standard Number:  Performance Indicator 

IV-L-2:LI-1:reading and classifying words into conceptual 

categories and providing rationale for classification. 

 



http://www.azed.gov/english-language-learners/ 



http://www.azed.gov/english-language-learners/elps/ 



STAGE I (K) STAGE II (1-2) STAGE III (3-5) STAGE IV (6-8) STAGE V (9-12) 

Stage I 

PRINT ALL 

Stage II  

PRINT ALL 

Stage III  

PRINT ALL 

Stage IV 

PRINT ALL 

Stage V  

PRINT ALL 

Stage I 

Listening and Speaking 

Domain 

Stage II  

Listening and Speaking 

Domain 

Stage III  

Listening and Speaking 

Domain 

Stage IV 

Listening and Speaking 

Domain 

Stage V  

Listening and Speaking 

Domain 

Stage I 

Reading Domain 

Stage II  

Reading Domain 

Stage III  

Reading Domain 

Stage IV 

Reading Domain 

Stage V  

Reading Domain 

Stage I  

Writing Domain 

Stage II  

Writing Domain 

Stage III  

Writing Domain 

Stage IV 

Writing Domain 

Stage V  

Writing Domain 

Stage I 

Language Strand 

Stage II  

Language Strand 

Stage III  

Language Strand 

Stage IV 

Language Strand 

Stage V  

Language Strand 

Stage I 

Correlation Guide to 

the 2010  Arizona ELA 

Standards (CC) 

Stage I 

Correlation Guide to 

the 2010  Arizona ELA 

Standards (CC) 

Stage I 

Correlation Guide to 

the 2010  Arizona ELA 

Standards (CC) 

Stage I 

Correlation Guide to 

the 2010  Arizona ELA 

Standards (CC) 

Stage I 

Correlation Guide to 

the 2010  Arizona ELA 

Standards (CC) 

Finalized English Language (ELP) Proficiency Standards 
 

Below are links to the Finalized ELP Standards.  The revised Standards are “all inclusive” for each 
STAGE. 

 

CLICK ON ANY LINK BELOW TO ACCESS THE SPECIFIC STAGE, DOMAIN OR LANGUAGE STRAND.   

          GUIDANCE DOCUMENT (All Stages) (PRINT FIRST) 

ELP GLOSSARY            IRREGULAR NOUNS/VERBS               LANGUAGE DEMANDS/LANGUAGE COMPLEXITIES 
                                                                                                                                                                      (by permission of WestED) 

 Coding System 
 Time Allocations 
 Detailed Information 



QUESTIONS??? 



OELAS Main Number : 

602-542-0753 


