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What is the AZELLA?

Arizona English Language Learner Assessment



What is the AZELLA?

- The AZELLA is Arizona’s test of
English language proficiency which is
built to assess Arizona’s English

Language Proficiency Standards
(ELPS).

- The AZELLA was developed by

Arizona educators for Arizona
students.



What is the AZELLA?

- Used to determine if a student is an
English Language Learner (ELL).

- Used to determine placement for ELL
students.

- Used to measure progress towards
English language proficiency.



What does “Proficient” mean?

“Once English learners have acquired a good working
knowledge of English and are able to do regular
school work in English, they shall no longer be
classified as English learners and shall be transferred
to English language mainstream classrooms.”

(A.R.S. 15-752)

A “good working knowledge of English” is
operationalized as scoring Proficient on AZELLA.



There are 3 key structures of both
the ELPS and the AZELLA:
Stage,

Domain,

Proficiency Level




English Language Proficiency Standards

Proficiency Level gent§ Emergent j

| The student will demonstrate knowledge of reading comprehension by:

Comprehending Text

PE-7: identifying the
topic from text heard
or read.

(math, science, social studies)

E-7: identifying
two-to-three details
from text heard or
read.

(math, science, social studies)

B-7: identifying the
main idea and
two-to-three details
from text.

(math, science, social studies)

LI-7: summarizing the
main idea and
supporting details
from text.

(math, science, social studies)

HI-7: summarizing
the main idea and
supporting details
from text using
appropriate
academic
vocabulary.

{math, science. social shudies)

Non-Fiction

PE-8: N/A

Pre-Req: PE-5

E-8: identifying signal
words that indicate
sequential/
chronological order
(i.e., first, next,
finally).

{miath, seience, social studies)

B-8: locating
sequential/
chronological order
signal words (i.e_,
first, next, finally,
today, now) in text.

(rmiath, science, soial studies)

LI-8: locating
sequential/
chronological order
signal waords (i.e_,
first, next, finally
today, now,
meanwhile, not long
ago) in text.

[math, science, secial studies)

HI-8: locating
sequential/
chronological order
signal words (e,
first, next, finally
today, now,
meanwhile, not long
ago) in text.

{math, science, social studies)




Stages

AZELLA tests are structured the same as the ELPS,

by grade span. Each

Stage
Stage I

grade span is defined as a STAGE.

I = Kindergarten

[ = Grades 1-2

Stage III = Grades 3-5
Stage IV = Grades 6-8
Stage V = High School



Domains

Listening
Speaking
Reading
Writing



Proficiency Levels

Pre-Emergent / Emergent
Basic
Intermediate

Proficient



Two forms of the AZELLA

AZELLA Placement Test

AZELLA Reassessment



AZELLA
Placement Test




AZELLA Placement Test

Determines if a student is
an ELL student and

student’s placement



AZELLA Placement Test

Administered near the start
of the school year or soon

after a student’s entry into

the school



AZELLA Placement Test

Who takes a placement test?

New students with
. PHLOTE responses other than English
AND
. No AZELLA test history
OR
Most recent AZELLA more than 1 year
old and have never scored “Proficient”



AZELLA Placement Test

Who takes a placement test?
Special Cases

A continuing ELL student whose most
recent AZELLA results are more than
1 year old

A student with a teacher referral



AZELLA Placement Test

Kindergarten Placement Test
Primarily an oral exam
Administered one-on-one by a trained,
Qualified Test Administrator
Key entered student demographic
information and scored item responses
Instant official score results
Limited detail due to brevity of test



AZELLA Placement Test

Stages II-V Placement Test
Includes all four domains
May be administered in a group setting
but with speaking administered 1:1
using a speakerphone
Writing responses scored locally by a
trained, qualified scorer
Key entered student demographic
information and item responses
Official score results within 2 days



AZELLA Placement Test

Score Reports
Twelve scoring cycles throughout the
school year

Electronic and paper reports produced
Student Data File
Roster Reports
Student Reports

ADE receives results from Pearson

Matched results reported on the SDELL70
Unmatched results require correction



AZELLA
Reassessment




AZELLA Reassessment

Measures progress towards
English language

proficiency



AZELLA Reassessment

Spring 2015 AZELLA Reassessment
Test Window
February 9 — March 27



AZELLA Reassessment

Who takes the reassessment?

Students receiving ELL services
Students withdrawn from ELL
services at parent request



AZELLA Reassessment

Stages I-V Reassessment
Includes all four domains
May be administered in a group setting
but with speaking administered 1:1
using a speakerphone
No local scoring
Returned to Pearson for scoring
Official score results in early May



AZELLA Reassessment

Score Reports

Results before the end of school year

Electronic and paper reports produced
Student Data File
Roster Reports
Student Reports

ADE receives results from Pearson
Matched results reported on the SDELL70
Unmatched results require correction



AZELLA
Score Reports




AZELLA
Student Arizona English Language Learmner Assessment
Spring 2013

John Huppenthal
Superintendent of Public Instruction
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Overall proficiency

All 3 criteria needed:

Proficient: Total Combined Score

Proficient: Reading Score

Proficient: Writing Score




AZELLA

District Test Coordinator




AZELLA District Test Coordinator

Responsible for all AZELLA
testing within the LEA (district
or charter)

Primary liaison between the LEA
(and its schools) and Pearson
and ADE

Must complete mandated
training



AZELLA District Test Coordinator

Orders AZELLA test materials
Coordinates and enforces test
security procedures

May train others in proper
assessment procedures

Receives and disseminates score
reports



AZELLA District Test Coordinator

Many resources available to
support the AZELLA District
Test Coordinator

The quarterly Assessment
Section newsletter, The Examiner,
may be useful to ELL
Coordinators



Questions?



