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OELAS Mission: To serve  

Arizona English language learners and their 
parents, in partnership with local education 
agencies (LEAs). Through our demonstrated 
commitment to provide professional,  
competent technical assistance and  
professional development to our partners in 
education, we ensure that all English language 
learners have equal educational opportunities 
to achieve academically. 

 

 Where did the summer go?  It seems like just last week we were sending you our May newsletter  
congratulating you on a successful school year.  And yet, here we are, with many of you already well into the  
2014-2015 school year.  With that, the OELAS staff remains committed and eager to support you in the work you 
are doing.  Please do not hesitate to contact our office for technical assistance. 

 Over the summer, OELAS has had a few changes:  

 With the retirement of Kathy Hrabluk, our Associate Superintendent for High Academic  
Standards for Students Division, we are fortunate to have Carol Lippert as our new Associate  
Superintendent.  Carol has hit the ground running and brings an abundance of enthusiasm and  
experience to our division.  OELAS looks forward to working with her on behalf of ELLs in Arizona. 

 Many of you know that Tammara Ragsdale and Keith Snyder have left OELAS for opportunities in  
districts in our state.  We valued their contributions to OELAS and our constituents, but wish them  
well.     

 OELAS is very happy to have Lin Murnane as our new Director of Professional Development.   
Additionally, OELAS  is excited to announce the addition of Nicole Von Prisk and Denella Rose as new 
Education Program Specialists.  We welcome all three to the OELAS family and look forward to tapping 
into their expertise to support all our LEAs and teachers of ELLs.   
 

 Our work on behalf of ELLs in Arizona is our focus, and OELAS will continue to provide information,  
assistance and professional development trainings to our LEAs.  The Second Annual Boot Camp is scheduled for 
Thursday, September 18.  This training is for NEW ELL Coordinators only. Additionally, our first 2014-2015 PELL 
Meeting is scheduled for Friday, September 19.  Please take the time to register for these informational trainings. 
 
 I wish you a very successful 2014-2015 school year.   

 

August 20 — OELAS Conference Registration Opens 

August 20 — Call For Presenters for OELAS  

        Conference—available under “HOT  

                        TOPICS” on the OELAS website 

September 18 — OELAS Boot Camp 

September 19 — PELL Meeting 

October 15 — Success Stories Nomination Deadline 

                Registration is on the OELAS website 

Welcome to the 2014-2015 School Year! 
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OELAS TRAINING  

OPPORTUNITIES 
September 5 
Oral Conversation/Vocabulary in the 6-12 SEI 
Classroom 

September 8  
Close Reading in the K-2 SEI Classroom 

September 16 
Verb Tense Study 

September 22 
Grammar Foundations Series, Part II 

September 24 
Reading Foundations in the SEI Classroom K-12  

September 25 
Vocabulary in the K-5 SEI Classroom  

WEBINARS 
September 3 
ILLP Implementation (K-12) 

September 17 
Making Sense of ILLPs and Mathematics (6-12) 

October 1 
Making Sense of ILLPs and Science (6-12) 

ADDITIONAL scheduled trainings are  

located on the OLEAS website! 

To register or check out more training   

opportunities:  

www.azed.gov/english-language-learners  

AZELLA UPDATES 
 AZELLA District Test Coordinators and Test 

Administrators will find few changes in test 

administration for the 2014-2015 year.   

 Placement Testing will continue throughout the 

year using the same test materials with  

registration and scoring to continue to be  

facilitated through PearsonAccess.    

 The Spring 2015 Reassessment test window is 

scheduled for February 9 through March 27, 

2015. 

Finally, we must acknowledge the retirement of 

Linda Harvey, AZELLA State Test Coordinator 

from the Assessment Division.  Her assistance to 

constituents with the multitude of changes in ELL 

assessment and programs over the past seven years 

will be missed.   

For more information and questions, please  
email AZELLA@azed.gov. 
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Language Program Participation 
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                              The 2014  

                          OELAS  

                        Conference 

 
                        December 10-12, 2014 
                 
                                     

                 “Empowering                         
            Literacy                                                                                             
                  through 
        Language” 
 
is shaping up to be our best yet!  
             
              Register early  
    (Registration opened August 20) 

 
          and don’t miss out!  

Now that School Year 2014-2015  

is upon us, it is vitally important that  

school districts and charter schools  

enter “Language Program Participation”  

data into SAIS at the beginning of the school year 

for those English language learners (ELLs) who are 

Eligible for ELL services and have been placed in an 

ELL Program.  This data is important in identifying 

which kindergarten, newly-enrolled, and continuing ELL 

students are classified as ELLs as well as for funding 

purposes. 

 Once the data is in SAIS, school districts and 

charter schools can verify their data via the ADE 

Common Logon by reviewing the “SDELL71 – ELL  

Program Participation Report” and, if necessary,  

correct any “Integrity Result – Failed” errors. 

If you have questions, please contact Micky Gutier, ELL Data 
Specialist at 602-542-7469. 


