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Presentation Overview

» The need to improve educational outcomes for English
learners (ELs)

» Guiding principles for helping ELs meet high standards

» Methods to help ELs access and respond to complex,
grade-level informational text: Lincoln’s Gettysburg

Address
Preparing students to read and respond to grade-level text
Engaging students during reading
Consolidating knowledge and skills following reading
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The Need to Improve Educational
Outcomes for English Learners

» There is a large gap between ELs and native English
speaking students in all subjects

» Average 8" grade scale scores for the 2009 National
Assessment for Educational Progress assessment:

English Learners | Native English

103 153 -50
Math 243 285 -42
Reading 219 264 -45
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NERD 10O IMPROVE EDUCATIONAL
OUTCOMES: NY STATE ENGLISH LANGUAGE
ARTS PERFORMANCE

Based on the
new standards
adopted in
2010, the
percentage of
3rd grade ELLs
who were
proficient
dropped by
nearly one
half, compared
to their ELP
counterparts
whose
proficiency
dropped by
only one
quarter.

8th grade ELL proficiency dropped by over two thirds
in 2010, compared to just under a quarter drop for 8tt
grade ELP students.

Source: Annual Report Card 2006-07 through 2009-10. ELL data includes students identified as ELLs in the school year the exam was taken.
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NERD 1O IMPROVE EDUCATIONAL
OUTCOMES:

NYSESEAT PERFORMANCE

At all grade
levels, the
percent of
ELL students
who are
proficient in
Listening
and
Speaking is
significantly
greater than
those
proficienct
in Reading
and Writing.

Source: Annual Report Card 2006-07 through 2009-10. ELL data includes students identified as ELLs in the school year the exam was taken.

D. August &
Associates



Guiding Principles for Helping English
Learners Meet High Standards

» Provide all students with access to grade level content

Use state standards in the content areas to set instructional goals

» Build on students’ first language knowledge and skills

Students who have learned to read and write in their first language
are likely to apply many of their skills to the process of literacy

development in the second language.

However, many factors influence the nature and degree of such
cross-language relationships including the similarities of the native
and second languages and the experience students have had in

developing first-language literacy (Dressler 2006). .
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Guiding Principles for Helping .
Leaners Meet High Standards

» Build on effective practices used with native

inglish

English

speakers (August et al., 2009; August & Shanahan, 2010)

Borrow effective research-based methods and materials

used with mainstream students in content area instruction

Use universal design principles

Provide multiple means of content representation

Give students multiple ways to express their knowledge

Provide multiple methods for students to engage in the

lessons
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9.

Guiding Principles for Helping English

Learners Meet High Standards

» Make Adjustments:
Incorporate students’ first language knowledge and skills
Scaffold instruction to increase comprehension

Develop language and literacy skills in the context of

content area instruction

Give students opportunities to interaction with other

students
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Case Study: Lincoln’s Gettysburg
Address
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Lincoln’s Gettysburg Address

The Gettysburg Address, 1863

Four score and seven years ago our fathers brought forth on this
continent, a new nation, conceived in Liberty, and dedicated to the
proposition that all men are created equal.

Now we are engaged in a great civil war, testing whether that nation, or
any nation so conceived and so dedicated, can long endure. We are met
on a great battlefield of that war. We have come to dedicate a portion of
that field, as a final resting place for those who here gave their lives that
that nation might live. It is altogether fitting and proper that we should do
this.

But, in a larger sense, we can not dedicate—we can not consecrate —we
can not hallow—this ground. The brave men, living and dead, who
struggled here, have consecrated it, far above our poor power to add or
detract. The world will little note, nor long remember what we say here,
but it can never forget what they did here. It is for us the living, rather, to
be dedicated here to the unfinished work which they who fought here
have thus far so nobly advanced. It is rather for us to be here dedicated to
the great task remaining before us—that from these honored dead we
take increased devotion to that cause for which they gave the last full
measure of devotion—that we here highly resolve that these dead shall
not have died in vain—that this nation, under God, shall have a new birth
of freedom—and that government of the people, by the people, for the
people, shall not perish from the earth.
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Lincoln’s Gettysburg Address

The Gettysburg Address, 1863
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Set High Standards

» New York State Social Studies Skills

Getting information: identify a variety of sources of
information

Using information: evaluate data by identifying frames of
reference

Presenting information: speak in an effective way; use media
and various visuals for communicating ideas

Participating in interpersonal and group relations

» New York State Problem-Finding/Solving Skills

Find problems, solve problems, work with others engaged in
problem finding/solving skills, communicate orally, visually
and/or in writing the results of these efforts,
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Set High Standards

» New York State Social Studies Core Curriculum for
Grades 7-8

Understand the development and progress of the Civil
War,

Investigate key turning points in the Civil War and
explain why these turning points are significant

|dentify and collect information related to the Civil
War from standard reference works, newspapers,
periodicals, computer databases, textbooks, and other
primary and secondary sources
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Set High Standards

» Common Core Reading Standards for Informational Text

Key Ideas and Details: Determine two or more central ideas in
a text and analyze their development over the course of the
text; provide an objective summary of the text. *

Craft and Structure: Determine the meaning of words and
phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative,
connotative, and technical meanings™

Integration of Knowledge and ldeas: Compare and contrast a
text to an audio, video, or multimedia version of the text,
analyzing each medium’s portrayal of the subject
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Set High Standards

» Common Core Reading Standards for Literacy in
History/Social Studies
Integration of Knowledge and Ideas: Integrate visual

information (e.g. in charts, graphs, photographs, videos or
maps) with other information in print and digital texts

» Common Core Writing Standards for Literacy in
History/Social Studies

Text types and purposes: Write informative/explanatory texts,
including the narration of historical events
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Format of the Lesson: Preparing ELLs

» Separate lesson for ELLs to prepare them to participate
in mainstream social studies lesson

» Methods include:
Use of guiding questions
Building background knowledge
Bootstrapping on LI knowledge and skills
Pre-teaching academic and domain-specific vocabulary
Instruction in word learning strategies
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Prepare English Learners:
Pose Guiding Questions

» Focus students on important ideas in upcoming text
by asking guiding questions
What happened four score and seven years prior to the
Gettysburg Address, and why is this important?

What does Lincoln mean when he says that all men are
created equal?”* What do we mean today when we say that
all men are created equal?*
What does Lincoln means when he says

that this nation, under God, shall have a new birth of freedom?

that government of the people, by the people, for the people,
shall not perish from the earth?

Prepared for engage NY
D.' Aug.us.,t &



Prepare English Learners:
Build Background Knowledge

» Build background knowledge related to the text through
short video clips, visuals, readings and questions that
draw on students’ background knowledge related to the

text.
» Short video clip
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http://www.history.com/flash/VideoPlayer.swf?vid=6695064101

Prepare English Learners:
Build Background Knowledge

» Related text: What was the Gettysburg Address?

U.S. President Abraham Lincoln delivered the Gettysburg
Address during the Civil War. It was delivered on November
I9, 1863 at the dedication of the Soldiers” National Cemetery
in Gettysburg Pennsylvania. This is the cemetery where
soldiers who died during the battle of Gettysburg had been

buried. It is one of the most well-known speeches in United

States history.
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Prepare English Learners:
Build Background Knowledge

Related Text: What happened 87 years before Lincoln’s Gettysburg
Address!?

On July 4t 1776, the Founding Fathers of the United States signed the

Declaration of Independence. The picture below shows the founding fathers
signing the Declaration. The Declaration was a document that provided a formal
explanation of why the colonies had voted to declare independence from Great
Britain. It was signed more than a year after the outbreak of the American
Revolutionary War with Great Britain.

It is best remembered for its second sentence, which says, “We hold these truths
to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their
Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the
pursuit of Happiness.”
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Prepare English Learners:
Bootstrap on L1Knowledge and Skills

» Provide a translation of background materials

El Discurso de Gettysburg es un discurso pronunciado por el
Presidente Abraham Lincoln y es uno de los mas conocidos en la
historia de los Estados Unidos. Fue pronunciado durante la
Guerra Civil Norteamericana, en la tarde del jueves 19 de
noviembre de 1863. Lincoln pronuncié su discurso en el
conmemorativo Cementerio Nacional de los Soldados en
Gettysburg, Pennsylvania, en honor a los hombres que murieron

durante la Batalla de Gettysburg.
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Prepare English Learners:
Bootstrap on L1 Knowledge and Skills

» Teach students to use first language cognate knowledge
to uncover the meanings of English cognates found in the

text
English Word English Meaning Spanish Word Spanish Meaning
continent one of the earth's seven continente
largest areas of land
nation a country of people nacion
liberty the right to be free liberdad

created equal.

Work with a partner to find all of the cognates in the paragraph.

Four score and seven years ago our fathers brought forth on this continent, a new
nation, conceived in Liberty, and dedicated to the proposition that all men are
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Prepare English Learners:
Bootstrap on L1 Knowledge and Skills

» Teach students to use first language cognate knowledge

» Show students the following Likert Scale. Explain to students that some of the
cognates sound more alike than others. Direct students to identify how alike or
not alike the sets of cognates sound on a scale of | to 4.

Soun:isf;::r:l:tletely Soudr::lfse::;f:ltly Sounds similar Sounds exactly alike
continent/continente

1 | 2 | 3 | 4
dedicate/dedicar

1 | 2 | 3 | 4

equal/igual

1 | 2 | 3 | 4
liberty/libertad

1 | 2 | 3 | 4

nation/nacion
1 | 2 | 3 | 4
proposition/proposicion
1 | 2 | 3 | 4
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Prepare English Learners:
Pre-teach Key Vocabulary

» Provide a side-by-side glossary for concrete and/or
infrequent domain-specific and general vocabulary

Four score and seven years ago our fathers brought forth on this
continent, a new nation, conceived in Liberty, and dedicated to the
proposition that all men are created equal.

twenty
produced

idea
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Prepare English Learners:
Pre-teach Key Vocabulary

» Provide direct instruction of high frequency domain-specific and
general vocabulary

dedicate 1. To dedicate something is to set it apart or
devote it to a special purpose.

2. En espaiol “dedicate” quiere decir dedicar.
Dedicate in English and dedicar in Spanish are
cognates.

4. Now, let’s look at a picture that demonstrates
the word dedicate. There are special parking
spaces dedicated to people with disabilities.
Only people with disabilities are allowed to park
in these areas.

5. Turn to your partner and talk about another
place or thing that is dedicated to something
special.

dedicate

6. Let’s look at another picture that demonstrates
the word dedicate. We dedicate a day in
January to the memory of Martin Luther
King, Jr.

7. Turn to your partner and talk about another day
that we dedicate to a special event.
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Prepare |

“nglish Learners:

Pre-teach Key Vocabulary

conceive

1.
2.

3.

To conceive is to form an idea.

En espaiol “conceive” quiere decir formar
concepto de.

Now, let’s look at a picture that demonstrates
the word conceive. This man conceived a plan
for a new house, and then he drew the design
for the house.

Turn to your partner and conceive a plan for
how you will spend the weekend.

conceive

To conceive can also mean to bring something
to life.

En espaiiol “conceive” también quiere decir
concebir.

Turn to your partner and talk about why this
picture demonstrates the word conceive.
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Prepare English Learners:
Pre-teach Key Vocabulary

» Provide a glossary of key vocabulary covered in the lesson
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Format of the Lesson: Engagement
during reading

» ELLs integrated into mainstream classroom (important
to give ELs access to native English speakers)

» Methods include:

Minor re-ordering of activities used during a ‘standard’
lesson

Text-based questions that address all levels of meaning,
but with more of a focus on the word/phrase level and
sentence level than would be the case for English
proficient students

Use of sentence frames to provide support and model
proper grammar

Partner work
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Reading

» Student independent
reading of text

» Teacher read-aloud of text

» Student translation of text
into own words

» Teacher guided discussion

» Student translation re-
write

v

v

Engage English Learners During

Teacher read-aloud of text

Student independent
reading of text

Student translation of text
into own words (with
partner work)

Teacher guided discussion
(with different questions
and scaffolding)

Student translation re-write
(with partner work and
scaffolding)

Prepared for engage NY
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Engage English Learners During
Reading:

» Questions for native speakers of English

What does Lincoln mean by “four score and seven years
ago’! Who are “our fathers’?

What is he saying is significant about America? Is he saying
that no one has been free or equal before? So what is new!?

Sum up and gather what students have learned so far: have
students summarize the three ways in which the nation is
new.

What important thing happened in 1776?

Beyond what students may or may not know about the
Declaration of Independence, what does Lincoln tell us in this
first sentence about what happened 87 years ago?! What is
the impact of Lincoln referring to such a famous date!?
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Engage English Learners During
Reading

» Questions for ELs**
What does Lincoln mean by “four score and seven years
ago’! Four score and seven years ago means years
ago.
What does Lincoln mean by “our fathers™?
By “our fathers” Lincoln means
What nation was brought forth or created four score and
seven years before the Gettysburg address!?
was brought forth or created.

*Note that students talk with each other first and then write
down the answers using the following sentence frames.

* For each question, students provide information about where
they found the evidence for their response.
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Engage English Learners During
Reading

» Questions for ELs (cont.)

4. The new nation was conceived in liberty. What does the phrase
“conceived in liberty” mean? “Conceived in liberty” means that

5. The nation was “dedicated to the proposition that all men are created
equal” What does the proposition or idea “all men are created equal”
mean?! “All men are created equal” means that

6. Who was Lincoln referring to when he said ‘all men were created equal?
Lincoln was referring to and as being equal.

7. What are some ways that men (and women) can be equal?
Some ways men and women can be equal are [open ended

response.]
8. Compare and contrast equality in 1863 and 201 I.
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Format of the Lesson: Consolidating Skills
and Knowledge After Reading

» Can take place in various settings
» Methods include:

Focus on both oral language and writing development
Use of LI
Partner work

Level of scaffolding aligned with students’ levels of English
language proficiency with reductions in scaffolding as
students become more proficient in English
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Consolidating Skills and Knowledge After
Reading

» Produce an oral summary of the text

If applicable, partner students with speakers of the same
language. Have students work with their partner to
summarize what they have read. If they both speak a
language other than English tell them to feel free to use that
language for the discussion.

Next partner ELs with more proficient English speakers.
Have students work with a partner to summarize what they
have read using English.
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Consolidating Skills and Knowledge After
Reading

» Create a written summary of the text

Have students work with a partner to complete the following
cloze paragraph. Tell them to use every-day English.

Word Bank

produced conceived Declaration of Independence
eighty-seven equal United States

liberty idea dedicated

years before the Gettysburg address, the
was signed. The signing
a new nation called the

. The nation was in
or created without force. The nation was
to the that all men are created
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Consolidating Skills and Knowledge After
Reading

»Create a written summary of the text: Adjust instruction
to meet the individual needs of students

For beginning ELs: Use word bank and cloze passage

For intermediate ELs: Use cloze passage only

For advanced ELs: Use word bank only

» Orally present written summary

After the written summaries have been prepared, have
students find new partners and present their summary to

their new partners.
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Reterences and Contact Information

» References

August, D. & Shanahan, T. (Eds.) (2006). Developing Literacy in Second-
language Learners: Report of the National Literacy Panel on Language
Minority Children and Youth. Mahway, NJ: Lawrence Erlbaum
Associates.

August, D., Branum-Martin, L., Cardenas-Hagan, E., & Francis, D.
(2009). The impact of an instructional intervention on the science
and language learning of middle grade English language learners.
Journal of Research on Educational Effectiveness, 2, 345-376.

» Contact Information for Diane August

daugust@msn.com

301-229-5077
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Questions and Discussion




	Helping English Learners Meet High Standards 
	Presentation Overview
	The Need to Improve Educational Outcomes for English Learners
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Guiding Principles for Helping English Learners Meet High Standards 
	Guiding Principles for Helping English Leaners Meet High Standards 
	Guiding Principles for Helping English Learners Meet High Standards 
	Case Study:  Lincoln’s Gettysburg Address
	Lincoln’s Gettysburg Address
	Lincoln’s Gettysburg Address
	Set High Standards
	Set High Standards
	Set High Standards
	Set High Standards
	Format of the Lesson: Preparing ELLs
	Prepare English Learners: �Pose Guiding Questions
	Prepare English Learners: �Build Background Knowledge
	Prepare English Learners: �Build Background Knowledge
	���Prepare English Learners: �Build Background Knowledge 
	Prepare English Learners: �Bootstrap on L1Knowledge and Skills
	Prepare English Learners: �Bootstrap on L1 Knowledge and Skills
	Prepare English Learners: �Bootstrap on L1 Knowledge and Skills
	Prepare English Learners: �Pre-teach Key Vocabulary
	Prepare English Learners: �Pre-teach Key Vocabulary
	Prepare English Learners: �Pre-teach Key Vocabulary
	Prepare English Learners: �Pre-teach Key Vocabulary
	Format of the Lesson: Engagement during reading
	Engage English Learners During Reading
	Engage English Learners During Reading:
	Engage English Learners During Reading
	Engage English Learners During Reading 
	Format of the Lesson: Consolidating Skills and Knowledge After Reading 
	Consolidating Skills and Knowledge After Reading 
	Consolidating Skills and Knowledge After Reading 
	Consolidating Skills and Knowledge After Reading 
	References and Contact Information
	Questions and Discussion�

