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A Syllable is a unit of pronunciation that is organized around a 
vowel. It may or may not have consonants before or after the 

vowel. (Speech to Print 2
nd 

Edition by Louisa Moats) 
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Closed Syllables:  n  ŏ  t 

 One followed by at least one    

 Vowel sound is usually   _____ 

 Vowel is coded with a   ____ 

 

 

 Most common syllable type 

 Is approximately in 43% of English words 

 Usually taught first 

 Closed syllables are usually Anglo-Saxon 

 Exceptions includes patterns such as: -ind, 
-old, -ost (kind old ghost) 

Consonant +le:: no    ble   

 Always found at the ___of a word unless 
it is part of a   _______________ word 

 Vowel type is a     

 Bracket the cle 

 

 

 Sometimes called Final Stable Syllable 

 Never accented 

 Pronounced with consonants and /ul/ 

 All syllable types can come before it 
 

Copen Syllables: n  ō 

 One found at the end of a syllable or 
word 

 Vowel sound is _______________ 

 Long vowels are coded with a  _________ 

 

 

 Vowels make long sound in accented 
syllables 

 Vowels make various sounds in 
unaccented syllables 

 Is approximately in 29% of English words 

 

Vowel Team Syllables: n    oo   k 

 ____ or ____ adjacent vowels together 
(diagraphs or diphthongs) 

 Vowel combination make ________ 
sound 

 Circle the vowel team 

 

 Harder for spelling than reading 

 Some consonants such as w, y, gh team 
up with vowels 

 Examples aw, ay, igh, eigh, ough 
 
 

Vowel consonant – e:     n   ōte 

 A word or syllable has one ______; one 
_______ and  a final “e”, the vowel sound 
is ___________ and code it with a 
macron 

 The final “e” is __________ cross it out 

 

 Vowel consonant–e makes a long vowel 
sound  

 English words do not end in ‘v’ - have, 
love, live 

 
 
 

R – Controlled Syllable:    n    or   th 

 Vowel sound is controlled by the ______ 

 Underline the r-controlled pattern 

 

 

 

 

 Words with double r’s have somewhat 
regular vowel sounds 

 r-controlled may involve more than one 
vowel preceding the r 
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