
 

Listening and Speaking  

Round II- Take 2! 
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Objectives and Goals for This Session 

• Understand the importance of structured academic 

discussion for ELLs in Listening and Speaking 

• Determine essential teacher behaviors in Listening 

and Speaking 

• Examine research-based strategies for language-rich, 

structured discussions to advance language and 

literacy skills while integrating academic content 

through text and presentations 

 



Academic Discussion in 

Action! 



Questions to Consider- 
Discuss with a neighbor 

1. How does Ms. Simpson encourage mathematical 

discourse? 

2. Why is it important to discuss and understand  multiple 

strategies? 

3. What can you learn from Ms. Simpson about 

facilitating discussion? 



Teacher Behaviors 



Eloquent & Articulate Users of 

Language 
"Teachers can facilitate advanced English 
acquisition by serving as an eloquent and 
articulate user of both academic and social 
language. Using complete sentences, precise 
vocabulary, and a more formal register during 
lessons will model appropriate classroom 
language and create a supportive climate for 
second-language production and 
experimentation.“ 

-Kate Kinsella 



What is Academic Language? 
Consensus Map 

1. Draw a large circle with a smaller circle in the 

middle 

2. Divide the space in between the  

       two circles into quadrants 

3. Write  personal definition in  

       one of the quadrants 

4. Read and discuss all definitions 

5. Generate one definition for the table and record it in 

the middle of the circle (consensus) 



Academic Language 
Academic Language Includes: 

• The language used in the classroom and workplace 

• The language of text 

• The language of assessment 

• The language of academic success 

• The language of power 

Academic Language consists of vocabulary and is used in 

academic discourse. 

 



Register 

Register is a variety of language used for a particular purpose or 

in a particular setting. 

 

   

Playground 

kids, girls and boys, guys, 

sweetheart, dude… 

Classroom 

students, scholars, practitioners, 

collaborators, authors... 

Everyday 

talking marks, telling sentence, 

describing word, number, take 

away 

Academic 

quotations, declarative, 

hypothesis, integer, adjective, 

chrysalis, subtraction... 

General 

Tell me more, put in order, retell, 

change, share, think about 

Precise 

elaborate, sequence, summarize, 

report, consider, conjugate, 

eliminate... 



Your Turn 
Replace the following everyday verbs with precise word choices: 

Everyday Academic 

Tell ___________________________________ 

Share ___________________________________ 

Finish ___________________________________ 

Let ___________________________________ 

Help ___________________________________ 



Launch Plan 3-2-1 

3 words you will encourage teachers 
to employ 

2 words you will encourage teachers 
to  eliminate 

1 question, comment, concern, or 
contribution 



1. Plan for and facilitate academic 

discourse and/or academic 

vocabulary 

2. Promote a multi-sensory approach 

to learning 

3. When appropriate, promote use of 

more complex language/text 

Planning for Oral Conversation in an 
SEI Classroom 



4. Plan for a variety of groupings for 

student-structured conversations 

with appropriate scaffold 

5. Provide relevant topics to engage 

students and develop discussions 

Planning for Oral Conversation in an 
SEI Classroom 



6. Incorporate academic content 

(may be part of a unit of study) 

7. Plan for assessments throughout 

instruction 

Planning for Oral Conversation in an 
SEI Classroom 
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Review of Round II 

Methodologies  

Language Warm-up 

Collaborative Story 

Retell 

This or That 

Four Picture Story 

Frames 

The Big Cheese 

Language warm-up is the 

traditional Round II 

Methodology for the Oral 

Conversation Block.  

BUT, these other 

methodologies lend 

themselves to Oral 

Conversation as well! 



A Deeper Dive into 

Methods for Oral 

Conversation 

• Connecting new methods to research 

• Connecting  methods to ELPS 

• Connecting to multisensory activities 

• Connecting content (when appropriate) 

• Connecting complex text (when appropriate) 

• Including assessments 



Overview of Listening and 

Speaking Skills for Today 

• Articulating and Distinguishing Phonemes 

• Read Alouds- Sequencing, Summarizing, Main Idea 

• Presentations 

• Discussions 

• Answering Comprehension Questions 

• Social Conversations 

• Following Multi-step Directions 

 



Round II Methodology for 

Articulating and 

Distinguishing  

Phonemes 

1. Language Warm-up These are a collection of strategies 

for warming up students’ ears and 

mouths to better hear and produce 

the sounds of the English 

Language. 



Connected Activities for 

Articulation and Distinguishing 

Phonemes 

Sound Word 

Substitution/Deletion Word Play 

Elkonin Boxes 



Overview of Listening and 

Speaking Skills for Today 

• Articulating and Distinguishing Phonemes 

• Read Alouds- Sequencing, Summarizing, Main Idea 

• Presentations 

• Discussions 

• Answering Comprehension Questions 

• Social Conversations 

• Following Multi-step Directions 

 



Round II Methodology for 

Articulating and 

Distinguishing  

Phonemes 

1. Collaborative Story Retell 
Teacher assists students 

to re-tell a story or 

process by slowing the 

language construction 

process and assisting 

students to use more 

complex language 

vocabulary, sentence 

structure and style. 



Connected Activities for Read 

Alouds 

1. Supporting Details 

2. Main Ideas 

3. Summarizing 

 



Overview of Listening and 

Speaking Skills for Today 
• Articulating and Distinguishing Phonemes 

• Read Alouds- Sequencing, Summarizing, Main Idea 

• Presentations 

• Discussions 

• Answering Comprehension Questions 

• Social Conversations 

• Following Multi-step Directions 

 



Connected Activities for 

Presentations 

1. Guest Speakers 

2. Readers Theater 



Overview of Listening and 

Speaking Skills for Today 

• Articulating and Distinguishing Phonemes 

• Read Alouds- Sequencing, Summarizing, Main Idea 

• Presentations 

• Discussions 

• Answering Comprehension Questions 

• Social Conversations 

• Following Multi-step Directions 

 



Connected Activities that 

Support Discussions 
1. Gallery Walk 



Overview of Listening and 

Speaking Skills for Today 
• Articulating and Distinguishing Phonemes 

• Read Alouds- Sequencing, Summarizing, Main Idea 

• Presentations 

• Discussions 

• Answering Comprehension Questions 

• Social Conversations 

• Following Multi-step Directions 

 



Round II Methodology for 

Answering 

Comprehension 

Questions 

1. Four Story Picture 

Frames 

Teacher assists students 

develop an oral story or 

process description that 

answers question about 

four sequenced pictures. 



Connected Activities for 

Answering Comprehension 

Questions 

1. Close Reading Discussion 

2. Wax Museum 



Overview of Listening and 

Speaking Skills for Today 
• Articulating and Distinguishing Phonemes 

• Read Alouds- Sequencing, Summarizing, Main Idea 

• Presentations 

• Discussions 

• Answering Comprehension Questions 

• Social Conversations and Academic Discourse 

• Following Multi-step Directions 

 



Round II Methodologies 

for Social Conversations 

and Academic 

Discussions 

1. This or That 

2. The Big Cheese 
This strategy presents 

students with a typical task 

that is featured on many 

language tests: choose 

between two possibilities 

and then provide two 

reasons for their answer. 

This is a structured interview 

method that gets students 

talking. A Big Cheese is 

interviewed by the class. 



Connected Activities that 

Support Social Conversations 
1. Taste Test 

2. Character Interview 

3. Expert Interview 

4. Compliment Box 

 



Overview of Listening and 

Speaking Skills for Today 
• Articulating and Distinguishing Phonemes 

• Read Alouds- Sequencing, Summarizing, Main Idea 

• Presentations 

• Discussions 

• Answering Comprehension Questions 

• Social Conversations and Academic Discourse 

• Following Multi-step Directions 

 



Connected Activities for 

Multi-step Directions 

1. Monster 

2. Street Map 
Giving and following 

directions are skills that are 

tested on AZELLA! 



What Assessments are 

Appropriate for ELLs? 

• “To ensure that students are learning and understanding 

the instruction they receive, effective teachers monitor 

progress both daily and periodically to provide students 

opportunities to evaluate their own progress according to 

predetermined goals and objectives” (Chamot & 

O’Maley, 1994). 

 


