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OBJECTIVES 

Understand the Verb Tense Study methodology as a 

strategy for explicitly teaching verb tenses using English 

Language Proficiency (ELP) standards in the Structured 

English Immersion (SEI) Grammar Block. 

 

Make connections between verb tenses and content of 

math, science, social studies, and language arts through 

text. 



PURPOSE OF STUDYING VERBS 

Verb Tense Study allows students to practice verb 

conjugation.  

1. Supports grammatically correct sentences when speaking 

and writing. 

2. Teaches students to use the explicit form of the verb. 

3. Enables students to convey the intended meaning of the 

verb. 

4. Provides practice using the various tenses found in 

English. 



CONCEPT CHARTS 

Building Essential Background 



CONCEPT CHARTS 

1. Types of Sentences 

2. Singular & Plural Nouns 

3. Types of  Verbs 

4. Pronouns & “to be” Verbs 



#1 Types of Sentences 

? 

+ 

_ 

DECLARATIVE 

INTERROGATIVE NEGATIVE 

Type of Sentence Use Punctuation Example 

Declarative Telling Sentence . The dog runs. 

Negative “NO” sentence . The dog does not run. 

Interrogative Asking sentence ? Does the dog run? 

Imperative Command . Chase the dog please. 

Exclamatory Excitement ! Wow! The dog runs fast! 
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Nouns 

Article  Singular Article  Plural 
a, the pencil 

an, 

the 

apple 

a, the bicycle 

a, the tooth 

the pencils 

the apples 

the bicycles 

the teeth 

+ s / es 

irregular 
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Verbs 

Physical Action Mental Action State of  Being 

•to jump •to think to be 

•to fly •to acknowledge ______ am    is    are 

•to sprint •to accept _______ was    were 

•to land •to comprehend ____ will   be 

•to blink •to evaluate ________ being   been 

•to hover •to analyze ________ other linking verbs 

•to catch ______ •to concentrate •to seem _____ 

•to sprinkle ______ •to ponder _______ •to appear _____ 

•to lunge  •to enjoy _______ •to become _____ 

•to salute ________ •to discern _____ •to turn _____ 

•to ignite __________ •to judge ______ •to feel _____ 

•to scrape ______ •to sound _____ 
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Pronouns & To be Verbs 

Personal Subject Pronoun Past Present Future 

I was am will be 

you were are will be 

he was is will be 

she was is will be 

it was is will be 

we were are will be 

you  were are will be 

they were are will be 

Si
n
gu

la
r 

P
lu

ra
l 



VERB TENSE STUDY METHODOLOGY 

Procedures 



Simple Tenses 

 present, past, future 

Progressive Tenses 

 present, past, future 

Perfect Tenses 

 present, past, future 

Perfect Progressive Tenses 

 present, past, future 

What are 
the twelve 
basic verb 
tenses… 



This chart is completed by the teacher prior to the lesson.  It serves as a five-minute 
introduction of the tense to the students.  It is posted for students to view as the 
teacher introduces the tense and for later reference. 

 

Tense/Construction Form 

 

Objective 

 

Parts of speech 

 

Application 

 

Formula 

 

Examples  

 

Simple Present 

Declarative 

Objective:  We will create 

declarative sentences in the 

simple present tense. 

Parts of speech:  verbs, nouns 

Formula:  

subject + verb(s) + finisher. 

Examples:  Poor air quality 

causes difficulty breathing for 

asthmatics. 

Application:  to show actions that 

happen in the present. 

1. PREVIEW CHART  
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1. Action Verb 
declarative  

 subject + verb(s) + finisher  

negative   

 subject + modal + not + verb + finisher 

interrogative 

modal + subject + verb + finisher 

 

SIMPLE PRESENT TENSE FORMULAS 

2. “To be” Verb 
declarative 

 subject + “to be” + finisher  

negative 

 subject + “to be” + not + finisher 

interrogative 

 “to be” + subject + finisher 
 

 

Formula is 

dependent 

on the 

daily 

language 

objective. 



SIMPLE PRESENT TENSE EXAMPLES 

1. Action Verb 
declarative 

Poor air quality causes difficulty breathing for asthmatics. 

negative   

People do not eat all types of minerals. 
interrogative 

Do scientists use diamonds to build lasers? 

2. “To be” Verb 
declarative 

 Smog is a pollutant. 
negative 

Graphite is not shiny. 
interrogative 

Are minerals used to build things? 
 

 

 Examples should reflect student 

language proficiencies and grade 

level. 

not 

? 

not 

? 



COLLABORATIVE CHART (STEPS 2-5)  

Simple Present Tense 

Subjects 

 

Verbs 

 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

2. Picture/Photo 5
. S

e
n

te
n

c
e
s 
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2. CHOOSING A PICTURE/PHOTO 

Builds connections between the tense and current 

classroom instruction or content  

Obvious visible action 

Multiple possible subjects 

Elicits content,  academic, or grade level  

vocabulary 

Allows for students to generate  predictions or 

inferences  



3. GENERATE A LIST OF VERBS  

With students generate 3-5 verbs 

Student can discuss with partners and share out   

 Pre-plan “push” vocabulary  
 academic or content specific synonyms  

    for everyday language 

 syntactical pushes   

 

w
ri

te
 

draft 

compose 

s
c
ri

b
e

 

Exploring the Syntax of  Verbs 

 Common Physical Action 

to play, to read, to walk 

 State of Being 

am, is, are, was, were, be, being, been 

(to be amazed, to be upset) 

 Content-related Physical Action 

to evacuate, to investigate, to solve 

 Irregular 

to awake, to bend, to sting 

 Phrasal 

to break out,  to catch up, to eat out 

 Transitive 

to bring (a gift), to recite (a poem) 

 Reflexive 

to introduce myself, to prepare yourself 

 Mental Action 

to wonder, to imagine, to consider 

 Bloom’s Taxonomy Type 

to compare,  to synthesize, to create 
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4. GENERATE A LIST OF SUBJECTS  

With students generate 3-5 subjects 

Student can discuss with partners and share out   

 Pre-plan “push” vocabulary  
 academic or content specific synonyms  

    for everyday language 

 syntactical pushes   

 

b
o

y
 

student 

scholar 

p
u

p
il

 

Exploring the Syntax of Subjects  

 Singular Common 

A tiger… 

 Plural Common 

Seven teachers…  

 Proper (singular and Plural) 

Principal Kline / Freedom Fighters 

 Compound 

The firefighter and his dog 

 Preceded by an Adjective 

The intelligent students… 

 Human Subjects + “who…” 

The woman is holding a purse… 

 Inanimate Subjects + “that…” 

The car that crashed into… 

 Subjects + “with…” 

The children with the blue caps on… 
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5. GENERATING SENTENCES 

Procedures for Generating Sentences 

 Review formula  

 Orally brainstorm (pair-share, small group, whole group)                  

 Students rehearse (orally or written), then teacher has students 

read sentence as teacher records on the chart 

 Teacher thinks-aloud analysis of each sentence one at a time 

 Class directs teacher to code each sentence according the formula 

Sentence 1:  

Teacher picks S-V and guides construction of sentence 

Sentence 2:  

Teacher picks S-V, but students do work of constructing sentence 

Sentence 3:  

Students pick S-V and construct sentence 



Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

VERB TENSE STUDY PROCEDURES 

Preview Chart 
 ? 

Generating Subjects & Verbs 
 ? 

Creating Sentences 
 ? 

Extended Practice 
 ? 

PACE & 

FREQUENCY OF 

INSTRUCTION 



Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

. . & ! (op.) - ? All 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

. & ! (op.) - ? All Spiral Review 

VERB TENSE STUDY PROCEDURES 

Preview Chart 
 5 minutes or less 

Generating Subjects & Verbs 
 5-10 minutes 

Creating Sentences 
 10-15 minutes  

Extended Practice 
 5-10 minutes 

PACE & 

FREQUENCY OF 

INSTRUCTION 



6. EXTENDED PRACTICE 

 Plan for extended practice connected to content areas 

(science, social studies, math)  

 Provide multiple opportunities for students to produce 

multiple sentences (orally/written) using the focus tense 

Develop activities that allow students to apply the focus 

tense in multiple contexts 

Provide opportunities for students to experience the 

focus tense in text 

Put a syntactical “twist” on a known strategy 

Direct students to respond to text, an experience, or 

a presentation using the focus tense 
 



PICTURE PERFECT PRACTICE 

Works with 

any tense! 

1. Provide students with 

multiple pictures 

2. Students generate 

(orally/written) 

sentences using the 

tense taught – in pairs 

or independently 
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REVERSE QUESTIONING 

 Use the formula to FIND and record a 

sentence 

 

 Use the formula to WRITE a question 

for which the sentence you recorded is 

the answer 

 

 Use the formula to REVISE the original 

sentence 

A strategy that requires students to 

form questions in response to answers 

provided by a text, the teacher, or by 

another student. 

subject + “to be” + FACT 

interrogative + “to be” + FACT  

subject + “to be” + not + revised FACT 

III-L1(V): HI-5: using simple present tense irregular verbs: to 

be, to have, to do, and to go, to produce declarative, negative, 

and interrogative simple sentences. 

Round II 

Methodology 

Air is a common resource that 

we use every time we breathe. 

The condition of the air effects 

people’s health.  The 

preservation of air quality 

remains a challenge for modern 

society.   

 

If you live in a large city, you have 

probably seen smog, a mixture of 

chemicals that occurs as a gray-

brown haze in the atmosphere.  

Smog is primarily due to 

automobile exhaust and 

industrial emissions.   
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REVERSE QUESTIONING 

 Use the formula to FIND and record a 

sentence 

 

 Use the formula to WRITE a question 

for which the sentence you recorded is 

the answer 

 

 Use the formula to REVISE the original 

sentence 

A strategy that requires students to 

form questions in response to answers 

provided by a text, the teacher, or by 

another student. 

subject + “to be” + FACT 

interrogative + “to be” + FACT  

subject + “to be” + not + revised FACT 

Find: 
Air is a common resource that we use 
every time we breathe. 
 
Write: 
What is the common resource we use 
every time we breathe? 
 
Revise: 
Air is not an uncommon resource 
because we use it every time we 
breathe. 

III-L1(V): HI-5: using simple present tense irregular verbs: 

to be, to have, to do, and to go, to produce declarative, 

negative, and interrogative simple sentences. 

Round II 

Methodology 
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The Wonderful Wizard of Oz by, L. Frank Baum  

The sun had baked the plowed land into a gray mass, with little 

cracks running through it. Even the grass was not green, for the 

sun had burned the tops of the long blades until they were the 

same gray color to be seen everywhere.  

IT IN TEXT 

PAST PERFECT 

SIMPLE FUTURE 

FedViews 
by the Federal Reserve Bank of San Francisco, 2009 

Financial markets are improving, and the 

crisis mode that has characterized the past 

year is subsiding. The adverse feedback loop, 

in which losses by banks and other lenders 

lead to tighter credit availability, which then 

leads to lower spending by households and 

businesses, has  

begun to slow. 
PRESENT 

PROGRESSIVE 
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1. Read the secondary social studies text example below. 

2. Write a 2-sentence summary highlighting essential facts 

in the simple past tense.  
 

The Mayflower’s passengers planned to settle in 

the Virginia colony.  The first land they sighted was 

Cape Cod, well north of their target.  Because it  

was November and winter was fast approaching, the 

colonists decided to drop anchor in Cape Cod Bay.  They 

went ashore on a cold, bleak day in December at a place 

called Plymouth.  

TAKE IT TO SUMMARY 

subject + past tense verb + finisher 
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IT IN SECONDARY 

“The Coming Merger of Mind and Machine”  

-Ray Kurzweil, Scientific American 

Within a quarter of a century, machines will exhibit the full range of human  

intellect, emotions and skills, ranging from musical and other creative  

aptitudes to physical movement.   They will claim to have 

feelings and, unlike today’s virtual personalities, will be very 

convincing when they tell us so.   By around 2020 a $1,000 

computer will at least match the processing power of the 

human brain.   By 2029 the software for intelligence will have 

been largely  

mastered, and the average personal computer will be 

equivalent to 1,000 brains. 

 Write a 3-5 sentence summary using the Future Perfect Tense in two or 

more sentences discussing the implications of increasing technologies. 

 Code your sentences according to the Present Perfect Tense formula.   
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SUPPORTING ALL STUDENTS 
1. With your partner, consider the following scenario.  

2. Draft either a sentence frame/stem or a formula 

designed to elicit a student response in the simple 

future tense. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Remember…  
your goal is for the 
students to apply/produce 
the portion of the   
      response that is in the  

      simple future tense.  

subject + will + verb + finisher 
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Congratulations! Your lifelong dream of 

being a reporter for the Verb Tense Study 

Gazette is about to become a reality! 

REPORTER 

1. Choose a section/assignment. 

2. Craft 2-3 questions relevant 

to your section/assignment 

that will allow your expert 

interviewee to answer in the 

future progressive tense. 

3. Record and code the 

response. 

Does the 

Grammar Action 

Team have any 

upcoming 

projects? 

Beginning in October, 

we will be accepting 

donations of gently 

used articles. 

INTERVIEWEE 

1. Listen to the question 

2. Craft a response using the future 

progressive tense 

subject + will + verb-ing + finisher 

Beginning in October, we   will be 
accepting donations of gently used 
articles. 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=3APeL5rW-oBjeM&tbnid=eJUtkJ26hnJPzM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://cromptonsremovals.co.uk/ki-kids-lined-paper/&ei=-6kKUub-E-aziwL-5YHQBA&bvm=bv.50500085,d.aWc&psig=AFQjCNEQpmuivesl0D6Pjxv4U4BjGEm6Dw&ust=1376516433238598


What does fall bring 

for the Clause 

Construction Crew? 

We will be working in 

conjunction with 

several  new partners.  

What is next for 

National 

Nominalization 

Society? 

We will be 

cleverly disguising 

ourselves as 

nouns for 

Halloween!  

REPORTER 

1. Choose a section/assignment 

2. Craft 2-3 questions relevant to your 

section/assignment that will allow your expert 

interviewee to answer in the future progressive 

tense. 

3. Record and code the response 

INTERVIEWEE 

1. Listen to the question 

2. Craft a response using the future progressive tense 

Sports 

Current Events 

Music & Art 

Politics 

subject + will + verb-ing + finisher 



BEFORE WE LAUNCH 

3 key points/ideas from the presentation 

2 activities/ideas you will take back to your setting 

1 “Aha!”or MVP thought of the day 


