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Presenter: Janelle Cameron
Janelle is an ELD training consultant who has worked with K-12 teachers in Arizona and across

the United States to develop methods and skills for accelerating English language learning.
Much of her work and academic research involves helping ELD teachers and administrators to
better understand English grammar in ways that are fun and motivating. In her presentations
she finds useful ways to link the grammar teachers are learning to ELD methods they use with
students.

Description: It is too common for students to turn in writing that has not been edited or revised.
The result is frequently a litany of oft-repeated and habituated grammar errors and poor essay
design. See in this session a four-step process for teaching intermediate and advanced English
learners how to revise and edit their writing.

Outcomes- Participants will:
1. ldentify language errors in student writing.

2. Learn a grammar-based approach for guiding students through revising their
own writing.

3. Prepare their own Edit and Revise lesson.
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Edit and Revise

Name: Date: Period:
(1) VERB TENSES: (2) SUBJECTS AND VERBS:
- Are they cohesive? - Do they agree?
Verb Past  Present Future ]
Subject Verb
(3) REPETITION: (4) ACCURACY/FLOW:
- Rule of Two! -> Do the subjects and verbs fit together?

- Read two consecutive sentences together. Do we need

Old Word ——— New Word to move a syntax element or add a transition to improve
flow?
—
—
—
—
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Edit and Revise

1. Re-read the writing and correct any errors.

2. Circle all the conjugated verbs.
a. Isit conjugated? (Not the infinitive= “to” + verb)
i. Possible endings: -s, -es, -ing, -ed
ii. Modal form: modal + base verb
iii. Don’t forget the “to be” verbs!
b. Does it follow the subject?

c. Does the subject perform the action of the verb?
Student Step #1
3. Do the conjugated verbs show cohesion?

a. Aretheyinone tense?

b. Do they logically flow from one tense to another?
i. Pastto present to future= yes!
ii. Present to past to present = no!

4. Box all the subjects. Using the organizer, write out the subjects and the main verbs of
each sentence. Do the subjects and verbs show a logical order to the paragraph?

Subjects Verbs
1 1 Student Step #2
2 2
3 3
4. 4.
Student Step #3
5. Underline any word that appears more than twice.

a. lIsthere a better word that can replace the repetition?
6. Read consecutive sentences for “flow.” Student Step #4
b. Do particular syntax elements flow?

i. Where: in Brazil, across Antarctica= no!

ii. Where: from the Brazilian coast, toward Antarctica= yes!
iii. Canyou link one sentence to the next through vocabulary or structure?
c. Are transitions needed?
i. Answering “When” often provides a transition.

7. Re-read and correct and misspellings or other errors.

8. Rewrite the paragraph including all revisions and corrections.
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At the surface of the water, thousands of frog eggs are developing during the spring.

The tadpoles were swimming throughout the water to find food in the second stage of life.

Energetically, they can leap from lily pad to lily pad and swim underwater because they now

have both legs and gills. As adults, the mature frogs live mainly on land and use their strong

hind legs for jumping.

Edited Paragraph:
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In the Atlantic Ocean, scared swimmers are frantically yelling for help because their boat

crashed. The rescuers arrive to save them from the middle of the freezing ocean.

While the crew descends into the ocean below, the survivors were treading water to stay

afloat. Carefully, the Coast Guard saves the yelling people from the cold ocean before the

sharks eat them.

Edited Paragraph:
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Conjunctive Adverbs

time addition emphasis contrast causation
first also certainly however accordingly
then further still yet as a result
next furthermore | in fact in comparison | consequently
last in addition | indeed instead hence
now moreover undoubtedly | nevertheless | thus
later likewise nonetheless therefore
after otherwise
earlier conversely
before
finally
thereafter
meanwhile
subsequently

*For methods such as Four-Picture Story Frame and Single-Picture Text Webbing,
use conjunctive adverbs to aid the flow of the final paragraph.
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Teacher Steps for Preparing Edit and Revise
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