Push To Proficiency with Verb Tense Study
Verb Tense Study

Below you will find components to the Verb Tense Study collaborative chart: subjects, verbs, and
finishers. In columnar format are various PUSHES! that should guide the architecture of these
components.

Collective/Possessive The hard working group...

The group’s assignment...
Compound The teacher and her students...
Adjective-singular or plural common noun Several squeamish participants...
(adjectives describe emotions or personality; The striking polar bear...
try words with —ed/-ing suffix)
Subject specific to picture One annoyed environmentalist...
Human subjects + “who ...” The man who is standing near the car...
Inanimate subjects + “that...” The van that tipped over...
Subjects + “with...” The students with their backs to the camera...
Grade level synonym for student word Consume for eat
Content-related physical action to dissect, to observe, to fumigate

Mental action that reflect Bloom’s taxonomy to think, to hypothesize, to analyze
type

Irregular to arise, to break, to stand

Phrasal to act like, to back up, to do over

Reflexive To enjoy oneself, to hurt oneself




Sequence What happens when...?

What may have happened before/after?

Cause and effect What cause...to happen?

What may have happened before/after?

What was the outcome....?

Compare and contrast What is the difference between ... and ...?

How is ... like...?

How is ...and ... different?

Inference Why do you think...?

Why do we need...?




Let’s Practice

Push VTS Components

subjects verbs
student | revised student | revised
picture

Prompts for finishers:

1.

Collaborative sentences:



Syntax Surgery Method Extension

1. You will need your teacher cut up sentence and cut out interrogative words.

2. Assemble your sentence in declarative form in front of students.

The rescue team frantically pulled out the trapped earthquake victim from under the
rubble.

3. Discuss the details in the sentence: who, what, where, when, why, how.
Place your interrogative word above or below the details.

The rescue team frantically pulled out the trapped earthquake victim from under the
rubble. who how what where

4. Explain to students that in order to turn a statement into a question, a To-Be verb is needed if it
is not in the tense already. List the To-Be verb(s) on the board.

The rescue team frantically pulled out the trapped earthquake victim from under the rubble
who how what where

To-Be verb: did

5. Take the interrogative word + the To-Be verb + subject + main verb and generate a question
that could be asked where the information is found in the sentence.

How did the rescue team pull out the trapped earthquake victim?

From where did the rescue team pull out the trapped earthquake victim?

6. Take the interrogative word + the To-Be verb + subject + main verb and generate a
guestion that could be asked where the information is not found in the sentence.

Why did the rescue team pull out the trapped earthquake victim?

7. Relate the interrogative sentence to the original sentence by way of details answer important
questions. This is comprehension.
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Verb Tense Study Interrogative Day Method Extension

1. You will need a piece of chart paper and your declarative day collaborative chart.

2. Find one declarative sentence from your collaborative chart and have students read it.

The rescue team frantically pulled out the trapped earthquake victim from under the
rubble.

3. Discuss the details in the sentence: who, what, where, when, why, how.

The rescue team frantically pulled out the trapped earthquake victim from under
the rubble. who how what where

4. Rewrite the sentence on the new chart paper in interrogative form leaving a space in
front of the To-Be verb. Also, omit the detail(s) that answers the where, when, why
and/or how.

did the rescue team pull out the trapped earthquake victim?

did the rescue team pull out the trapped earthquake victim?

5. Add the interrogative word in front of the To-Be verb that answers the detail in the
original sentence.

How did the rescue team pull out the trapped earthquake victim?

From where did the rescue team pull out the trapped earthquake victim?

6. Relate the interrogative sentence to the original sentence by way of details answer
important questions. This is comprehension.
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VTS/SS “finisher” Question Stems from Science Textbooks

Question stems from science text books

Question stems from social science text books

How would you describe....?

Why might...?

What happens when...?

How did ..... affect .....?

What is one reason for...?

How is ..... like .....?

What does this picture show?

How is .....and ..... different?

What is one result of...?

How did ...?

How do ...... and ..... differ?

Why do you think...?

Why do we need...?

What happens when.....?

Explain how......

What happened after.....?

How does...affect?

What might happen if ...?

How could you improve your
answer/sentence?

What caused...to happen?

What may have happened
before/after?

What role would...have in the
picture/scene?
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