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Teacher Students Student

»>Why does my use of language matter?

»How can | do it better?
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Mother and baby construct
together the baby's
linguistic and social
development and lay the
foundation for future
interactions with others—
how the baby expects to be
treated and to interact.
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As children in the classroom settied info their marming playtime.
Marmi. the classroom feacher, noticed Stefan reaching for the
ing fun o do this

Stefan,” Mami commented. Stefan saxd, 'l have puppets!
Then Mari replied. “Yes! You have two puppets!” Stefan held @
puppet out to her. and Mami looked at him expectantly. Wil you
make a puppet show for me?” asked Stefan. “Let's make a show
together,” Mami said. As they played. Mami asked questons,
‘encouraging Stefen 1o have his puppet tef about what he had done
that moming and what wes going to hagpen i the aflemocn. As the
w0 puppets sang a song together. Mami paused 1o have Stefan
complete phrases and rhymes in the sang. Shortly, Mami said, “Do you think anyone else would ke 1o piay with
the puppets 1007" Stefan nodded, 1ook the puppets, and ssid, “Vie can have & big show!” Marmi knew thet Stefan
loved putting on puppet shows with his friends, and said. “Wnat funi® Stefan called, “Snow timer” o his friends
Julisn and Miguel. They gathered the puppets sround the puppet theater and planned how they would have the
puppets sng the song Stefan had just practiced
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;/I didn't get to
a be the line
leader. Now I'll
»—  never be the

‘\ line leader.
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I'm not the line
leader today.
Maybe I'll be
the line leader
tomorrow.

\

RITAPIERSON

Children in our classrooms are becoming
literate. They are not simply learning skills
of literacy.
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Through our noticing
and naming
language, children
learn the significant
features of the world,
themselves, and
others. These
understandings
influence how they
treat each other and
their environment.

~Johnston says of teachers
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Contact Information
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