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What’s the big deal?
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Two BIG questions to consider:

Why does my use of language matter?

How can I do it better?
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Q1: Why does my use of language 

matter?
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Mother and baby construct 
together the baby’s 
linguistic and social 
development and lay the 
foundation for future 
interactions with others—
how the baby expects to be 
treated and to interact. 
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Just like a mom helps a 
baby make meaning, a 
teacher is helping a student 
make meaning.  
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how she/he views the listener and their assumed 

relationship.
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Language is not just 

representational; it is constitutive. It 

creates realities and invites 

identities.
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A teacher’s choice of words, 

phrases, metaphors, and 

interaction sequences invokes and 

assumes these and other ways of 

being a self and of being together 

in the classroom.

I didn’t get to 

be the line 

leader. Now I’ll 

never be the 

line leader. 

I’m not the line 

leader today. 

Maybe I’ll be 

the line leader 

tomorrow.
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Children in our classrooms are becoming 

literate. They are not simply learning skills 
of literacy. They are developing personal 

and social identities—uniqueness and 

affiliations that define the people they see 

themselves becoming.

Or, as Johnston puts it: 
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Q2: How can I do it better?
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.

Through our noticing 
and naming 
language, children 
learn the significant 
features of the world, 
themselves, and 
others. These 
understandings 
influence how they 
treat each other and 
their environment.
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Talk is the central tool of their 

trade. With it they mediate 

children’s activity and experience, 

and help them make sense of 

learning, literacy, life, and 

themselves.

~Johnston says of teachers
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Reflection
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Contact Information

Nicol Russell
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